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Dear Department, 


In your letter VE 1821/41 of December 23, you said you 
would prefer us so far as possible to avoid discussing with 
the Israelis the question of the Arab refugees and the 
U.N.R.W.A. debate. 


2. The Director General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
has told the Ambassador that he does want to discuss this 
question. The Ambassador replied that there was no hurry now, 
seeing that the session would not resume in New York until 
March, Yahil then said that January 15-20 would be a good 
time for him because after that he may be going on leave. 


3. Unless you see objection, the Ambassador proposes to go 
ahead. He sees difficulty about refusing to discuss this 
question, But he wold try to listen rather than talk and, 
if asked for his views, he would not go beyond what Beith 
said to Miron, as recorded in Beith's minute of December 6, 

’ vE82i/ 37 
4. We are sending copies of this letter to the Chanceries 
in New York, Washington and Amman, 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 


{eve 


Levant Department, 
Boreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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(VE 1821/1) FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


January 6, 1961. 


Dear Chancery, 


Your letter (2225/61) of January 2 
about the Arab refugees and the U.N.R.W.A. 
debate, 


26 It is not surprising that the Israelis 
should wish to express to us once more their 
anxieties about the Arab proposals, and we 
naturally agree that the Ambassador should go 
ahead, as proposed in your paragraph 3. 


Yours ever, 


LEVANT DEPARTMENT. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Tel Aviv. 
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LEVANT DEPARTMENT 


SUBJECT : 


U.N.R.W.A. - Refugee Relief and Resettkement. 


Proposal to employ refugees on forestry projects 
ordan request to U.S. 
0O fils a day 


This sounds a philanthropic 
if we really want to get involved. 
a number of 


(1) 
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for ration of flour and wage of 
- letter frou Talhuni. 


scheme, but I wonder 
I can think of 
drawbacks: 


there are the political dangers of being 
drawn into refugee politics. For example, 
as the Ambassador himself says, we might 
be accused’‘of mounting a subtle plot to 
resettle the refugees. 


Our annual development loan is intended 
for capital investment. To devote part 
of it to wages pure and simple would not 
seem a very desirable precedent. 


As this scheme stems from an American 
initiative, there is something to be said 
for letting them go through with it and 

find the necessary funds themselves even 

if it means delaying the scheme for a month 
or two. We do not want to get into the 
habit of having to come to the rescue when 
the Ameri cans are temporarily short of money. 


The Treasury have already expressed doubts 
about spending part of our loan even on 
afforestation proper, on the grounds that 
this has always been a Point IV preserve. 
How would U.N.R.W.A. fit into the picture? 
I can foresee the Treasury arguing that our 
regular contribution to U.N.R.W.A.'s 
finances is the most we can do for the 


refugees and that if we are to do more for 


/them 


them it should be through U.N.R.W.A. itself. oe 


2. I hesitate to dismiss a proposition which the 
Ambassador appears hapoy to support, but I think we 
ought to express our doubts to him before we 
tackle the Treasury. 
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11 JAN i967 | January 5, 1961. 


: VE aia. 


Ny dees fr, vere) 


In paragraph 3 of my letter of November 15th (No.2221), 
I mentioned that the American Ambassador was pursuing an 
idea of getting the Jordan Government to employ some of 
the refugees on forestry projects. 


Qe This proposa] has now advanced further. It appears that 
Mills agreed with#rime Minister, Talhuni ,that the scheme 
should not be put forward as an American idea, but should 
appear to come as a spontaneous suggestion from the Jordanian 
Government themselves. As a result, the Director of the 
Forestry Department, Ya'coub Salti, put forward the scheme 

to the Prime Minister who then raised it in the Cabinet. 
Oietemzevies, the Prime Minister has now written to Mills 
putting forward the proposal as a Jordanian idea, and asking 
whether the Americans can assist by providing a ration of 
flour and a daily wage of 100 fils (2/-). I enclose a 

copy of Talhuni's letter. 


Be Mills tells me that he expects no difficulty about 
providing the flour ration, It may, however, be difficult 
to find the necessary money to pay the wage, at least during 
the first few months of this year. He wondered whether in 
that case we might be able to help out for at least a few 
months. I said that I would not exclude this possibility 

of being able to be of some help if the Americans could not 
find the money, and if the Jordanian Government then approached 
uss I could certainly make no promises. I told him that 

we had, however, recommended the allocation of a small amount 
of next year's development aid for afforestation. If this 
proposal were approved and the Jordanian Government thought 
that this particular project was the one for which they 
wished to use our money, we should, I thought, have no 
objection. What we should probably do in that case would 
pe to agree to pay our money over to the Forestry Department 
for use on such projects as they thought desirable: it 

would probably be better not to allocate it specifically 

for this particular project since we might thereby lay 
ourselves open to the accusation that there was an Anglo- 
American plot to settle the refugees. 


he As regards the rectification of the refugee rolls, Lucas 
has now got the blessing of Dr. Davis for his proposals and 

is about to ge ahead. He is very well content with the co- 
operation he is getting from the Jordan Government and with 
their’ general robustness about the refugee question, He 

told me that in discussion with the Minister of Agriculture 
the other day, the latter mentioned that there was a 
possibility of water being found along the Desert Road, and 
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3.G.S8-Beith, Esq+, C.MGe, 
Levant Department, 


The Foreign Office, S.W.l- 
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in that case it might be possible to settle refugees 

there. He said that money would be needed for this 

purpose but urged Lucas that any money made available should 
not be a gift but should merely be loaned to the refugees 
against repayment. His contention was that if the refugees 
were given the money, it would be bad for their morale, and 
they would sit back and do no work, If, on the other hand, 
they had to repay, it would be an incentive for 

work. (It would also incidentally enable the sa 

to be used over and over again, as happened with the village 
loans scheme.) 


5s I have also seen Dr. Khalifa,(the President of the 
Lower House), who is very pleased with the part he has played 
in helping UNRWA to push their proposals through. He told 

me that whereas he had had protests from the refugee leaders, 
he had had hundreds of telegrams of congratulation from the 
poorer refugees, and he thought that the move was generally 
popular amongst the great majority of refugees. 


I am sending copies of this letter, without enclosure, 
ore Crosthwaite in Beirut, Harold Beeley in New York, 
Brash in Jerusalem, and to Speares in Washington. 
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Mr. Hennikey- 


Major, 
Amman. 


from: 


ir. JG.S. 


Beith 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Thank you for your letter (2221) of 

oe 5 in which you describe the American- 
sponsored idea of employing refugees on 

forestry work. 

2. We have given some preliminary thought to 

your suggestion that we might be-e-bte=t. use 

part of next year's development loan for paying 

the wages of refugees engaged on this work, until 

the Americans are able to supply the money. 

I am not sure that we would be too keen on it. 

In the first place, our annual development loan 

has always been intended for investment and 

capital works, and] onside that there ought to 

be something concrete to show for the 

expenditure involved. This has certainly 

been our approach over the Besert Road and the 

port at Aqaba. It would be a new departure 

if our development aid were to be used,evenin 

part for paying wages pure and simple. The 

money would go straight to individuals, and 

there would he no direct contribution by us 

to the forestry scheme as such. Secondly, 

as you point out, there would be some danger of 

our being accused of mounting a subtle plot 

to resettle the refugees. So far as possible 

we have managed to keep out of refugee politics 

and Tee we would be well-advised to continue 

to do so. 


Bie There seems to be some justification for 


suggesting that, as the initiative is an Ameri ca: 


fone 
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one and evidently stems from the need to 
satisfy Congress, the financing of the whole 
operation should be undertaken by the 
Americans themselves. This might be more 
suitable than our stepping in for a few months 
on the grounds that U.S. funds were not immediately 
available. I wonder also whether UNRWA 

would have any part to play in the forestry 
scheme, and whether the Americans have talked 

it over with either Davis or Lucas. 

4, These are only our first thoughts. Before 
we take the matter further here, however, 


I should be glad to learn whether you still 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


think in view of the possible objections which 
I have mentioned that we should try and find 
any money from our development loan for paying 
wages. 

I am sending copies of this letter to 


those who had copies of yours. 
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Thenk you for your letter (2221) of January 5 in 
you Cescribe the Americen-sponsored idea of employing 
refugees on forestry work's. 


2. ve heve given some preliminary thought to your 
suggestion that se might use part of next ar's development 
loan for paying the wages of refugees enguged on this wrk, 
until the ericans & ble to supply the money. I[ om 
not sure thet ve wou be too teen on it. In the “irst 
place, our annual develo t loan ha ye been intended 
for inve nt @ : t KGy 8 ider that there 
the expenditure 
rorch over the 
28 4 new 
fevelopment ald we 0 > 7d, even in 
lg Wages pure and simple. t 
rt to indivic E yn there vould be no 
ition by us % e thy scheme as suche 
point out, there would be some danger of our being 
accused of mounting a subtle plot to resettle the refugees. 
So fer es possible we have managed to keep out of refugee 
politics and I am sure we would be welleadvised to continue 
to 40 806. 


Be There seens to be some justification for 
suggesting that, as the initiative is an American one 
an? evidently steme from the need to amtisfy Congress, the 
financing of the whole operation should be undertaken by 
the Americans themselves, This might be more avitable than our 
stepping in for a few months on the grounie that 0.5, 
funds were not immedistely available. I wondcer also whether 
Te Ne Re VeAe would have any part to play in the forestry 
and whether the Americans have talked it over with 
Davis or Luces. 


le These sre only our first thoughts. Before we take the 
matter further here, however, I chould ce glad to learn whether 
you still think in view of the possible objectiona which I 

have mentioned that we should try ané find any money from 

our Gevelopment loan for paying wageae 


I am sending cepies of this letter to those who had 
copies of yourse 


Beith) 


The Hon, 
dePe EC. Henniker-Major, CMO, CVO, HC, 
AMMAN 
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Best Prem tus Geits, 


17 JAN 1961 
versa [3 


I think that you know Musa al Alami, the 
eminent. Jordanian founder of the Arab Developuent 
Society who runs a fara and connected institutions in 
the Jordan Valley near Jericho, and is almost alone in 
— useful practical work among the Palestine 
refugees. 


Bo He came to see me this morning with rather a 
Sad tale to tell. The main outlet for the produce of 
his farm - fresh vegetables of ali kinds, citrus 
fruit, bananas and eggs - has for a long time been 
ARANCO and he was werned that he must expect a 
reduction of their purchases some months ago, In 
late December, however, he received .a visit from an 
ARANCO director who told him that all purchsses would 
cease at once, ARAMCO had decided for reasons of 

ro cond i to obtain its fresh supplies in 
future from Eritrea, 


3. This decision has created a difficult 
situation for liusa al Alami, ARANCO purchased over 
70 per cent of his output, valued at between £70,000 
and £80,000. Speaking’ as a farmer he. said he had no 
complaint, it was a normal professional risk, but the 
sudden loss would force him to reduce and soon close 
down his vocational training centre, which he liked to 
t was of some value from a wider standpoint. 
Thanks to having received £50,000 from the World 
Refugee Year,- he was greteful for the part that we 
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played in obtaining this sum - he would be able 
ith the centre until June of this year; 
100 of its — would have to go 


l 
th tine he-or 
et in 


= states. 

al Mlami did 

inte touch with o11 company office: s 

once gave him a letter of introduction to Billy Fraser 

and am arranging for him to see Herridge of the I,?.C. 

But he is also erested in exploring the possibility 

of sales to the State of Kuwait and in this connection, 
rovided his health permits ~ and he has come here to 

in doctors’ hands ~ he Lah ges to visit Kuwait 
sometime in Feb: and woul avery glad of any 
y be able to give 


help or advice which you may discreet. f 
him in connection with an approach to the Kuwaiti 
authorities, I do not need tell you that his is 
such an outstanding example of constructive work among 
the veteeers that we should be greatly grieved if he 


were ‘ail, and that any help that can properly be 
given hin is’ therefore greatly to be velesaed. 


Se I em copying this letter to Addis Ababa, Aman, 
Bahrain, Gai and Washington, 


ROGER STEVENS 
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Dear Division, 

We enclose a copy of a letter dated 
January 10 from Sir R. Stevens to the 
Political Resident in Kuwait about Musa 
al Alami. 

2. It occurs to us that you might be 
able to think of some new machete on 
Musa al Alami to explore, either nearby 
we would be 


or further afield. If so, 


grateful to hear of it so that we can 
pessii n to him. 

os We would also be grateful for any 
comments or suggestions which other posts, 
to whom this letter is being copied, 

may have. 

L, We are sending copies of this letter 
to the Chancery at Baghdad (with a copy 

of Sir R. Stevens letter) and to the 
Chanceries at Kuwait, Addis Ababa, Amman, 


Bahrain, Qatar and Washington. 


es 
Ix) 


Yours ever, 


LEVANT DEPARTMENT, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Vv 


(VE 1821/3) 


January 17, 1961. 


fa letter dated January 10 from 


& Copy 2. 
to the Political Resident in Kuwait about 


occurs to us thet you might be able to think of some 
new market for Muse a1 Alami to explore, either nearby 
or further efield. If so, we would be greteful to hear of it 
so that we can pass the 1d on to hime 


Be © would also be grateful for any comments or suggestions 
which other posts, to wh this letter is being copied, 


"@ are sending copies of this letter to the Chancery 
: (with a ec F ger Stevens’ letter) and 
cerles at Kuwait, Addis Abeba, Ammen, Bahrain, 


Youre evor, 


Widdle East 
Development Nivision, 
> Britich tmbassy, 
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Minutes. 
— 
Musa_al Alami 


Mr. Beith's minute below. 


Fruit and vegetables from Jordan 
used to be exported by road to Baghdad. 
This market has just re-opened with the 
re-establishment of relations between 
the two countries. I notice that Musa 
al Alami has one refrigerated truck 
with possibly more to come. The 
Baghdad market might not be more than 
a small extra for Musa Alami at first, 
but equally it seems worth considering. 


2. It also occurs to me that 
Development Division at Beirut, whose 
experts travel round the Middle East 

a great deal, might be able to offer 
some useful comment. 

3a I suggest therefore that we might 


send a copy of Sir R. Stevams' letter 
to Baghdad and to Development Division. 


Gime 


(P. H. Moberly 
January 12, 1961. 
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Following your talk this morning with Sir Roger Stevens, 
I spoke today to Mir G.H. Herridge, the Managing Director of 
the Iraq Petroleum Company, about the difficulty you are in 
over marketing the produce from your scheme. He would be 
very glad to see you if you would care to call on him. In 
case he is not there at a time convenient to you, he 
suggested that alternatively you might see Mr N.'. Ekserdjian, 
who is another Director of the Company. I might mention 
that I also took the opportunity today to mention the 
question to ir R,C. Lawson, a senior member of the staff, 
and I am sure he would help if both those I have mentioned 
were unobtainable, 


2. The address of the Iraq Petroleum Company is 21) Oxford 
Street, London, ¥.1., and the telephone number is !USeum 8010. 
I suggest that you might give \ir Herridge's secretary a ring. 


3, It seems likely, from what little I was told in my 
conversation today, that the arrangements for purchasing 
foodstuffs for the staff are in the hands of the local 
representatives of the Company in each area, and that it 
might be difficult to make concrete progress in London, 

I am sure that the Company would give you introductions to 
the responsible men on the spot, to enable you to make the 
most of your visit to the area of their operations when you 
return to the Middle Fast. 


1. If there is any other way in which I can help perhaps 
you would kindly let me know, 


(RS. Crawford) 


Mr Musa Alemi, 
Grosvenor House, 
Park Lane, 
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The Department wrote to Development 
Division on January 17 enclosing a copy of a 
letter from toger Stevens to John Richmond 
about Musa Alami. 

I wonder if you could have a look at it? 
As you will see, the splendid farm which Alami 
has built up at Jerichog is threatened with 
collapse by Aramco cancelling their standing 
order for fruit and vegetables supplied from 
it. The refugees who have been given work 

nd a home there will find themselves sent away 
nless Alami can find a new market for the 
produce. It would be a tremendous pity if his 
enterprise had to come to an end in this way, 
and we are racking our brains to think of 
suggestions to ot SE pre per RAZ 

It occurs to us that UNRWA mieht be able to 
Yelp. It would be a fine gesture if they 


were to turn over some of the funds which they 


Fae 8 Lady ehe= Oe OEE from florld 


| 2 2 se ‘ r 
Refugee Year, to tidg Alami over his immediate 


difficulties. You will remember that Davis 
concurred in £50,000 going direct to Alami from 


the U.K. Committee last year. 


mM 
realise that it Rises | 


However, we 
be difficult to press-Bavts 
RWA 

Where UNRWA 
might be able to help in a practical way, 
however, is by taking some of the fruit and 
vegetables from Alamhi's farm for distribution 
among the refugees. I am not sure where all 

normally 

the EOIN Se oo aaron Cou from, and the type of 
produce grown at Alami's farm may not be the most 
/suitable 
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suitable for consumption in the refugee camps. 
But at least it seems worth asking UNRWA to 
consider the possibility seriously, and I 
hope you will take an opportunity of putting it 
to Yavis. You might make the point to him 
that if Alami's self-help enterprise comes to 
an untimely end, UNRWA will find themselves 
saddled with that many more refugees.to look 
after. Anything that UNRWA can do to help, 
therefore would seem to be an their own 
interests quite apart from the interests of the 
refugees themselves. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to 


John Henniker-Major. 
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The Department wrote to Development Division 
on January 17 enclosing a copy of a letter from Roger 
Stevens to John Richmond about Musa Alami. 


26 I wonder if you could have a look at it? As you 

will see, the splendid farm which Alami has built up at 
Jericho, and all the work for refugee children based on it, 
is threatened with collapse by Aramco cancelling their 
standing order for fruit and vegetables supplied from 

it. The refugees who have been given work and a home there 
will find themselves sent away unless Alami can find a new 
market for the produce, It would be a tremendous pity if 
his enterprise had to come to an end in this way, and we are 
racking our brains to think of suggestions to tide the project 
over, 


30 it occurs to us that U.N.R,W.4, might be able to help, 
it would be a fine gesture if they were to turn over some 

of the funds which they have been automatically getting from 
the ‘orld Refugee Year, to tide Alami over his immediate 
difficulties, You will remember that Davis concurred in 
£50,000 going direct to Alami from the .K. Committee last 
year. However, we realise that it may be difficult to extract 
further funds from U.N.R.W.A, and I leave it to you how far 
to go with Davis, Where U.N.R.W.A, might be able to help 

in a practical way, however, is by taking some of the fruit 
and vegetables from Alami's farm for distribution among 

the refugees. I am not sure where all the refugees’ rations 
normally come from, and the type of produce grown at Alami's 
farm may not be the most suitable for consumption in the 
refugee camps. But at least it seems worth asking U.N. %.WeA. 
to consider the possibility seriously, and I hope you will 
take an opportunity of putting it to Davis. You might make 
the point to him that if Alami's self-help enterprise comes 
to an untimely end, U.N.ReWeA. will find themselves 

saddled with thet many more refugees to look after, Anything 
that U.N.R.»WeA. can do to help, therefore, would seem to be 
in their own interests quite apart from the interests of 

the refugees themselves, 


I am sending a copy of this letter to John Henniker-Ma jor. 


(J3.G.5, Beith) 


Sire Moore Crosthwaite, K.C.M.G, 
Beirut. 
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22225/9/61 BRITISH EMBASSY, Vetsai|3 (A) i 
: WASHINGTON, D.C., 
January 26, 1961. 


I mentioned to Hermann Eilts the 
plight of Musa al Alami related in 
Sir Roger Stevens' letter of January 10 — V 
to John Richmond, and he told me that 
Crawford had spoken about it to the American 
Embassy in London. 


c 82) Is 


2e He said that the State Department 
fully sympathised with Musa's problem and 
had already had a preliminary word with the 
Aramco office here. The latter were not 
fully in the picture, and were seeking 
information from their head office. When 
it was available the State Department would 
consider whether they could not put some 
positive suggestion to them. 


jase 
(bri acl 


CT ne ae 


A.R. Walmsley, Esq., M.B.E., 
Arabian Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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Political-Agency, 


a ms 3 Kuwait. 
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January. 29, 1961. ay: 
a) JAN 196] 


: Dee bv Rog er, Ve ig2i(s (Sg 


Thank Mer ees your letter of January 10 about 
Musa al Alami's sad story. 


Qe I will of course do everything I can to make 
sure thet Musa sees the right people when he visits 
Kuwait in February. I did what I could last April 
+o introduce some representatives from Musa Alami's 
farm to various people here including the Oil 
Company. I also gave them a letter to Aychie Lamb 
at Bahra;n. I do not know how successful their 
explora tion of the Gulf market was but there may 
still be room for more purchases of green stuff 
from Jordan. One of the difficulties is that the 
competition from Lebanon is very keen indeed. 


36 I am copying this letter to the recipients 


of yours. Vn ay 
2 Alm Abies 


(J.C.B. Richmond ) 


Sir Roger Stevens, K.C.M.G.,- - +, wih - b, 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. . a 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DE SN POLITICAL AGENCY, 
SER ASS " 
Coes . » DOHES, 


January 31), 1961. 


Dear Depertment, 


i VE1g2113Cc 


Your letter of January 17 (VE1821/3) 
to Kuwait about Musa al Alami. 


2. There is of course great scope for the 
export of fresh fruit and vegetables to Qatar 
and several merchants are interested in 
obtaining regular supplies. We understand, 
however, that representatives of Musa al Alami 
came to Qatar last year to carry out an 
on-the-spot market survey. At that time, 
however, they apparently had no surplus and 
ere concerned only with market research. 

It may well be therefore that a further visit 
how would be very useful to them and they would 
be well advised, in any case, to follow up the 
contacts they made last year. 


Yours ever, 


AGENCY 
a 
oe 


Levant Department, 
EIGN OFFICE. 
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Levant Department. 
Request by Arab Delegationsthat o Palestine 
Delegation should attend General Assembly discussions __ 
RESTRICTED, on Palestine. 


1829 Speech by Jordan Prime Mliinister on January 10. 
January 14 


January 16 
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British Embassy, 


Amman. 


Jamuary 14,1961 


vetcaly. RESTRICTED. 


~ 


\ 

Der Lo (Waren, 
UK.Mission New York's telegram Nos 1634 of November 15 Ayu 

referred to the request of the Arab delegations that a Palestinian 

delegation should be allowed to participate in the discussion of the 

Palestine refugee item by the Special Committee of the General Assembly. 


we, 


Dear Department, 


2 In a speech on January 10th before the Lower House of 
the Jordan Parliament, the Jordan Foreign Minister gave the following 
background to this request := 


“Emil Ghori was in New York and was joined there by Aissa 
Nakhla and other persons, who asked that they should be regarded as a 
delegation representing the Arab Higher Committee (al Hayat al Arabiat 
al 'Uliat) and hoped that we would help them to take part in the 
discussion of the Palestine cases This request caused a certain amount 
of disquiet amongst the Arab delegations. I therefore decided to inform 
the Gover:ment about the affair. Their reply was that they welcomed the 
efforts of anyone who was working for the good of the Palestine cause, 


On this basis, we decided to draw as much benefit as possible 
from the presence of this delegation, and to avoid any harm that might come 
of it during this or future sessions. The first thing to be decided was 
on what basis the request for the participation of the delegation should be 
made. Discussions amongst the Arab delegations on this point led to 
agreement on the following principles:- 


1. The delegation did not represent "the Palestinians"; 
but there was no objection to saying simply that it was 
a delegation from Palestine, 


The delegation should not be allowed to speak in the name 
of the Arab Higher Committee. 


Persons with American naturalisation should not be 
allowed as members, 


Dr. Izzet Tannous, director of the Refugees' Office in 
New York,should be part of the delegation, 


The Arab delegations would try to facilitate the 
participation of the delegation in the exposition of the 
Palestine case on this basis, but only two members 
should speak= Emil Ghori and Dr, Izzet Tannous. 


This was what happened. By imposing these restriotions and principles 
and insisting on their being kept to, it was possible to avoid the 
difficulties which would probably have arisen if no agreement had been 
reached and we had discovered later that one of the Arab governments had 
sponsored the delegation in every way «--... The presence of this 
delegation in New York caused a certain amount of stir and there were 
attempts to prevent them participating in the special political committee... 
put after discussion in the committee, it was agreed that the delegation 
could participate, ¢ 

3e We are sending copies of this letter to UK.Mission New York, 
Washington, Tel Aviv, Gairo, Baghdad and Beirut, 


Yours ever, 


Department, Chancerye 
The Foreign Office., 
London, S4Wele 
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LEVANT DEPARTMENT VE [ a [ & 


Mr.Nenniker-Major |SUBJECT: 
to Mr.Beith 


Schemes for Refugee Relief and Resettlement. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Visit to Musa ALAWI's farm at Jericho - market for 
roduce must be found — suggests I.P.C.or Kuwait. 


o. 11241 
Dated January 13 


Received January 18 
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(41214) British Embassy, 
AMMAN. 


Jamuary 13, 1961. 


Versar|s. 


fy dan fr, sis 


I received a copy of Levant Department's letter of December 
16 to the Chancery in Tel Aviv about George Brown's visit to Jordan. 
He only spent one day in Amman when he stayed with me, and we 
succeeded in doing a good many things in the short space of time 
available. I hope that he was pleased with his reception. 


26 Why I am writing to you is that while he was staying with me 

he received a telegram from the New Statesman asking him to have 

a look at Musa Alami's farm at Jericho. We accordingly hopped into 
a car and drove dow there, I had not visited it before because 
Musa Alami has been away sick almost continuously in Beirut or 
London since I have been here and is now, I think, in London waiting 
to have an operation. 


3. As you know, this farm is one of the best development schemes 
in Jordan, not only because it educates over 100 refugee boys in 
its school, but because it has reclaimed a lot of barren land, and 
has thereby encouraged others to follow its example. 


lie It has also trained a number of farmers who are at last 
beginning to have an effect on Jordan's agriculture. 


5e We found the acting director of the farm in a state of profound 
gloom. It appears that one of the main sources of revenue has been 
a contract to supply fresh vegetables to ARAMCO in Saudi Arabia. 
This has brought in JD.60,000 a year and has caused the farm to 

gear its production to many vegetables which are not eaten here but 
are popular in the West. About a fortnight before the end of the 
year, ARAMCO, who have also given Musa Alami a great deal of help 

by supplying well-boring equipment, etc., informed him that the 
Saudi Arabian Government had decreed that in future supplies for 
ARAMCO should only be handled through Saudi-Arabian middle-men. 

It appears that these middle-men deal for vegetables with Eritrea. 
The former lucrative trade with Saudi Arabia has, therefore, stopped 
as from January 1, 1961, and it appears that they have had to lay 
off about 550 of their 600 refugee workers. We were also told that 
if they could not find alternative markets they might have to close 
down. This would be a disaster for the country at a time when 
agricultural development is its most important necessity. 


6. George Brown and I both mentioned this situation to the Prime 
Minister, who happened to be dining with us, and he said that he 
would discuss the matter with the Saudis. Brown wondered, however, 
whether we could not suggest any alternative markets for the farm's 
produce. We both thought that the Iraq Petroleum Company or the 
Kuwait 011 Company might perhaps be able to help. Brown is also 
going himself to Saudi Arabia, and said that he would mention the 
matter to the King. 


7. The produce of the farm is first-class, but a lot of it is, 
unfortunately, unsuited to Jordanian tastes, and our informants 
told us that it would probably take them a year to find new markets 


for their produce, 


/ 8. 


J.G,.8. Beith, Esq., C.M.G., 
Levant Department, 
Bore et Office, 
ondon, 8.Wel. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


8. I wonder whether it might not be possible for you to contact 
Musa Alami while he is in London and to discuss the matter with him, 
and whether there might be any possibility of the 1.P.C. or the 
Kuwait Oil Company taking part of the produce and helping the farm 
over its immediate difficulties. I gathered from the I.P.C. 
representative here that it is unlikely that they could take much 
as they have a Lebanese contractor who supplies them. A quantity 
of Jordanian vegetables do, however, already go to Kuwait, and this 
might be a better bet. 


9. It occurred to me also that the Americans, who take a considerable 
interest in this project, might be able to do something, and I have 
mentioned the matter to Shelly Mills, who is considering it. 


10, The economics of Musa Alami's enterprise leave something to be 
desired, but it is one of the best (and few) pieces of Arab refugee 
self-help, and it would, as I have said, be a disaster if it were 

to collapse, and anything we can do to help it to survive would 

be well worth while. I do, however, think that it would be worth 
talking to Musa Alami, since those who are left in charge of the farm 


while he is away appear to die he ue ewer deed eee they 
may not have got their facts entirely straight. They were just 
sitting back, hopelessly, when we saw them, and letting the farm 

run down, without even letting the Government know, 


11. I am sending copies of this letter to the Chanceries at Beirut, 
Baghdad and Kuwait. 


a We. 


Cc. t 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Thank you for your letter (11211) of 
January 13 about Musa Alami, which has 
crossed the copy of his letter to Kuwait 
dated January 10 which Roger Stevens sent you. 
The Department have also sent Chancery a copy 
of their letter of January 17 to Development 
Division asking for suggestions about what 
Musa Alami might do. 

2. As you will see, Roger Stevens has already 
put Musa Alami in touch with the I.P.C. and 
the K.O.C. in London, as you suggested in 
your letter. He has also explained the 
position to B.P. and to Shell in the hope 
Dye Apart from the oil companies - and the 
best hope seems to lie with Kuwait - we 
the ma 
cannot think of anything /which wae conve 
Musa's immediate difficulty. We would be 
very grateful if any other ideas occur to you. 
Meanwhile, I was glad to hear that you have 
seen the farm at Jericho. I was most 
impressed with it on my brief visit last 
It ihe that nobody 


here,seems to have a grasp of the situation 


year 


while Mesa himself is away, and I wonder if 
it would be possible for the Embassy to keep 


in touch with the staff there not only to 


CONFIDENTIAL jeey 


CONFIDENTIAL 


try and inspire them into some sort of 
wp Coal wil 
self-help but also to keep 


developments. Perhaps 3 


«t—Jerusalem would be able to ee in this; 


I recall that Martin Young knew the place 
pretty well. I expect you(havefalso kept 
in mind the possibility of keeping the 

Prime Minister interested, wath particul arly 
regerd. + i i the idea that 
the Srdanian Government might discuss the matter 
with the sauaise. Gur | fx Rt hy 
ue In short, we fully share yowown dismay 
at the prospect of Musa Alami's admirable 


project coming to an untimely end, and we 


BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
e (VE 1821/5) FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 


January 24, 1961. 


Thank you for your letter (11211) of January 13 about 
Musa Alami, which has crossed the copy of his letter to Kuwait 
dated January 10 which Roger Stevens sent you.e The Department 
have also sent Chancery a copy of their letter of January 17 
to Development Division asking for suggestions about what 
Musa Alami might do. 


2. As you will see, Roger Stevens has already put Musa 
Alami in touch with the I1.P,C. and the Kuwait Vil Company 

in London, ss you suggested in your letter, He has also 
explained the position to 3, and ne Shell in the hope that 
they might be able to help. The U.%, Em assy here sre now 
in the picture too, and have undertaken to make some 
enquiries on the Aramco side. 


3e Apart from the oil companies - and the best hope seems 
to lie with Kuwait - we cannot think of anything else which 
might solve Musa'’s immediate difficulty. We would be very 
erateful if any other ideas occur to youe Meanwhile, I was 
glad to hear that you have seen the farm at Jericho. I was 
most impressed with it on my brief visit last year and I have 
a great regard for itusa Alami, It is sekd to hear that 
nobody there seems to have a grasp of the situation while 
Alami himself is away, and I wonder if it would be possible 
for the Embassy to keep in touch with the staff there not 
only to try and inspire them into some sort of self-help 

but also to keep up-to-date with developments. Perhaps 
Jerusalem would be able to help in this; I recall that 
Martin Young knew the place pretty well. I expect you 

also have in mind the possibility of keeping the Prime 
Minister interested, particularly with the idea that the 
Jordanian Government might discuss the matter with the Saudis. 
But I fear that Musa Alami is not exactly the present 
régime's cup of tea! Finally, could you persuade Mills to get 
his Government to take £t up with the Saudis? If there was 
any chance of getting the Saudi ruling reversed, that would 
be the simplest way oute 


he In short, we fully share your own dismay at the prospect 
of Musa Alami'’s admirable project coming to an untimely 

end, and we hope yoti will not fail to let us have any and 
every suggestion which occurs to youe Incidentally, it was 

I who set in motion the application to the World Refugee Year 
which got Alami his £50,000, 


5. I am sending a copy of this letter to Martin Young. 


(3.6.8. Beith) 


The Hon, 
J.P.E,C, Henniker-Major, CMG, CVO, MC, 
AMMAN, 
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RASER § ay 105 WIGMORE STREET 


HUNTER 6611 pe q | LONDON, W. 1 


Dear Sir Roger, 


Mr. Alami came in this morning and gave me your letter. 
He was most agreeable and I hope possibly that we may be able to do 


something to assist. The difficulty is, which he fully understands, 


that we are in the process of getting out of the food business just 
as fast as we can and are purchasing directly in Kuwait more and 
more of our requirements of fruit, vegetables and eggs. Such 
purchases from outside on our own behalf have not yet altogether 
ceased but, as I explained to Mr. Alami, it would be wrong for 

his Society to become hooked to us in any way, as the business 
will very soon disappear. 


I therefore suggested to him that he should try and 
make arrangements with one of the larger agents in Kuwait who 
supplies us with such commodities so that he, in his turn, could 
supply that merchant. I have cabled to Yusuf al Ghanim who, as 
you know, is a very large Kuwaiti merchant and who has a big 
self-service store in the town, asking him to see if there is 
anything he can do to help and Mr. Alami is putting his man, who 
is now in Kuwait, in touch with him. Whether anything will come 
of this or not I could not say. As you know, this sort of 
business has got very much in the hands of Lebanese merchants and, 
needless to say, their pockets come before the thought of any 
assistance to other Arabs. However, we are doing what we can 
and possibly some way round his difficulties may be found. 


Thank you for sending him to me. He is a most 
delightful man. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sir Roger Stevens, K.C.M.G., RG, t VRE - 


Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 
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Letter toy 


J.C.B. Richmond, 


E , 
Kuwait t 


From: 


Mr. Beith 


Copied to: 


Mr. Hepniker- 
Magor, 


Amman 


a 
a! 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i Ss 


JF lag A 

In his letter of January 10 Roger Stevens 
told you that Musa Alami was hoping to visit 
Kuwait some time in February to see about an 
outlet for his farm's produce there. At 
lunch last week Alami confirmed to me his 
intention of visiting Kuwait, but asked if I 
could enquire from you the best time for him 
to come. I imagine that any time in the next 
month or two would do from the point of view 
of climate, market conditions etc., but could 
you please let me know if there is any 
particular point about timing which we could 
pass on to him. 


GU you at Ae was 
2. Roger Stevens also Coddathetaremwere 


introducing Alami to the K.O.C. here. 
duhen 
has since written tosay that/Alami duty called 


Frager 


on him he Bameesrer explained that the Company were 


purchasing their supplies of fruit, vegetables 
and eggs more and more from Kuwaiti agents. 
Alami's best hope therefore seemed to be to 
come to an arrangement with one of these 

local agents so that Alami in his turn could 
supply him. Frager has in fact cabled 
Yusuf al Ghanim asking him to see if there is 
anything he can do to help, and Alami has 


undertaken to pat his representative who is 


tn Come ibs 


now in Ruwalt, bf aa 


Ly In short, Frager is trying to be as 
helpful as possible, though he cannot hold out 


any immediate prospect of success. I expect 


CONFIDENTIAL /you 


CONFIDENTIAL 


you know Musa Alami yourself. Personally 

I have the greatest regard forhim, and we have 
been racking our brains to think of 

anything which might hete=e tide him over 
the immediate crisis with his farm. I am 
sure he will be only too grateful for any 
help you can give when he comes to Kuwait. 


hk. I am sending a copy of this letter to 


(= 
thm 2 


John Henniker-Major. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1. 


(VE 1821/6) January 31, 1961. 


In his letter of January 10 Roger Stevens told you 
that Musa Alami was hoping to visit Kuwait some time in 
Feoruary to seesout an outlet for his farm's produce there. 
At lunch last weer Alemi confirmed to me his intention of 
visiting Kuwait, but asked if I could enquire from you the 
best time for him to come. i. imagine that any time in 
the next month or two would do from the point of view of 
climate, market conditions, etc., but could you please 
let me know if there is any particular point about timing 
which we could pass on to him 


2. Roger Stevens also told you that he was introducing 
Alami to the ¥.0.C. here, Fraser has since written to say 
that when Alami called on him, he explained that the Company 
were purchasing their supplies of fruit, vegetables and eggs 
more and more from Fuwaiti agents. Alami's best hope 
therefore seemed to be to come to an arrangement with one of 
these local agents so that Alami in his turn could supply him. 
Yraser has in fact cabled Yusuf al Ghanim asking him to see 
if there is anything he can do to help, and Alami has 
undertaken to put his representative, who is now in Kuwait, 
in touch with him 


3. in short, Fraser is trying to be as helpful as possible, 
though he cannot hold out any immediate; prospect of success, 
I expect you know !'usa Alami yourself. Personally I have 
the greatest regard for him, and we have been racking our 
brains to think of anything which might tide him over the 
immediate crisis with his farm I am sure he will be only 
too grateful for any help you can give when he comes to 
Kuwait. 


Le I am sending a copy of this letter to John Henniker-Major. 


(3.6.5. Beith) 
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93 JAN 1961 


Veal | 
usa _Al-Alami and his financijal difficulties 


In the course of a conversation with Mr David Newsom 
of the U.S. Embassy yesterday, the subject of future policy 
towards the Palestine refugees came up. Mr Newsom confirmed 
that the new Administration would certainly want to take a 
fresh look at this subject in view of expected Congressional 
pressure. I took the opportunity of mentioning to him the 
marketing difficulty into which Mr Musa Al-Alami's scheme 
had run. He was aware of the scheme but had not heard 
what had happened, so I told him, explaining the action we 
had taken, in an endeavour to help. Mr Newsom was very 
surprised to hear that Aramco had withdrawn from the previous 
arrangement and said he would make some enquiries. ale 
emphasised that w ad no idea what Aramco's reasons were 
for their switch we realised that these might be 
perfectly valid; if, however, there was any way in which 
the company could continue to take even part of the 
scheme's produce, if only for a time, it might help to 
bridge the gap until Mr Al-Alami could find other long-term 
markets. 


al 


(R.S8, Crawford) 
v7 Jamary 19, 1961. 


Levah}y Dept’ 
Cony to: Sir R. Stevens 
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(2221) wi British Embassy, 


CONFIDENTIAL mae | January 19, 1961. 


VE at\3- 


Dein b Kejan, 


I have had another talk with Lucas, the UNRWA Representative 
in Jordan, about progress on the UNRWA plan for the rectification of 
refugee rolls in Jordan (see my letter 2221 of November 25, 1960 to 


John Beith). . ver82(38 


2 In that letter I reported that, after a discussion in the 
Lower House of the Jordanian Parliament and with welcome support 
from the Speaker of the House, the Jordanian Government had agreed 

in principle that UNRWA should unfreeze the situation and get on with 
rectifications, The press talked mostly about the negative side of 
the decision: that UNRWA would not undertake a general census of 
refugees(which in any case they are incapable of doing), and that they 
had agreed not to apply their income scale to cut down ration rolls 
(which was untrue, as you will see later). 


3. It was agreed that the Government would set up a Ministerial 
Committee which, after consultation with Lucas, would make 
recommendations on carrying out this decision, Soon afterwards, there 
was a minor reshuffle of the Cabinet, and a new Minister, Nasuh al 
Tahir, took over responsibility for refugees. Naturally he asked for 
time to get acquainted with the problem: some time after that, as 
there was no visible progress, Lucas suggested that he should submit 
recommendations for the Ministerial Committee to consider, This was 
agreed, and his recommendations were submitted on January 7. If he 
has heard nothing from them by next week, he will start needling, and 
if necessary will invoke the assistance of the U.S, Ambassador. 


4. The gist of his memorandum of recommendations is as 
follows :~ 


(a) It is estimated that the refugee rolls in Jordan are 
swollen by 90,000 dead. It is also estimated that there 
are 130,000 children born since 1951 who should properly 
be on the rolls. This is the basic anomaly which UNRWA 
wishes to rectify. 


(bo) Wore fully, the errors in the rolls are :- 


deaths; 

duplicate registrations; 

false registrations; 

registrations of persons who have high 
incomes or who have left Jordan. 


UNRWA propose that :- 


(4) children can only be provided for by 
eliminating the above four categories; 


(ii) there shall be a special campaign to 
delete the dead. The Government should 
instruct mukhtars and police, and the 
Agency should instruct Area Officers and 
camp leaders to assist in this campaign, 


/(a) UNRWA 


P.V.We O'Regan, Esqe, MCe, 
Levant Department, 


The Foreign Office, S.W._1. 
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UNRWA also recommend that :- 


(ai) trading in refugee ration cards be made 
illegal, and notice be given that after 
a certain period all cards believed to 
be held by traders will be cancelled; 


(ii) the Government should support the right 
of UNRWA to make a full investigation of 
the family status of any refugee who 
requests a service from the Agency, e.g. 
shelter or vocational training. 


Lucas told me that his own rough guess at the break-down 


of refugee registrations is the following :— 


\ 


(a) 15% fraudulent in the strict meaning of the word - 
i.e. the dead, duplicates, false registrations, or cards 
which have been bought up by merchants. He believes 

that in Hebron and Bethlehem, the black spots from this 
point of view, a "significant percentage" of ration cards 
are held by traders. (A Government department has even 
asked him to intervene on behalf of a trader who had bought 
ration cards from two refugees, duly notarising the sale. 
The refugees had then re-sold their cards to a second 


| merchant, and gone off to Lebanon, so that the trader, 


although he actually took legal action in a court, was 
unable to get justice). Lucas says that the distributing 
centres have a good idea of which ration cards are held by 
traders, and even if the Government will not co-operate by 
making the business illegal, UNRWA will at some point fix 
a date before the nominal owmers will have to establish 
their bona fides if the card is not to be cancelled. 


(bv) 40-45% genuine living persons with refugee status 
jywho are afraid of investigation because they are liable 
{to be cut off under the income scale regulations. The 
operation of these regulations is quite harsh: if the 
income of any member of a family, or their combined income, 
is 18 J.Ds. a month or more, this is held to be sufficient 
to support the whole family, except in the case of families 
of ten or more, when the scale goes a little higher. Once 
off the rolls, refugees find it very hard to get back: 
this is a necessary result of the blocking during the past 
seven years of UNRWA's efforts to get their rolls on a 
proper basis of need. On the part of these refugees, there 
is not only unwillingness to give up anything by revealing 
their income, but also a real fear that the source of 
income will disappear, leaving them destitute and unable 
to get back on the rolls. Employment being so hazardous 
in Jordan, this is very understandable. Lucas says that 
privately UNRWA have a more generous income scale which 
they apply in practice; but they are unable to make this 
public, otherwise they would be besieged by applications 
for reinstatement from those who have been struck off the 
rolls. under the old scale. This 40-45% is therefore the 
real herd core of opposition to investigation; hence the 
false claim in the press that UNRWA had agreed to abandon 


/ the 
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the application of the income scale. The Government would 
of course like it to be so; if there is no escape from 
some measure of rectification, it would make life easier 
for them if it could be confined to the really fraudulent 
cases. UNRWA are not prepared to accept this, though as 
can be seen above, they are prepared to put the emphasis 
heavily on deaths and other frauds, 


You will notice at the end of Lucas's recommendations 
the proposal that UNRWA should have Government support for 
a full investigation when a refugee asks for some new 
service. This of course gives the Agency a limited entry 
for the application of the income scale. But it does have 
the incidental disadvantage of obstructing the vocational 
training programme. There are few families without some 
skeleton in their cupboard - an undeclared death or income —- 
which makes them unwilling to submit to a full 
investigation. 


(c) 40% genuinely destitute refugees who would sink 
without UNRWA assistance. 


6. The Government Committee consists of the Minister of 
Agriculture and Reconstruction, Nasuh al Tahir, Sheikh Jaabari, 
whose strong political connexion with Hebron area makes him a 
liability, Hashem Jayousi, the Minister of Finance, who has a 
political position to think of in the Tulkarm area, and the 
Foreign Minister, Musa Nasser, who is also a Palestinian. It is 
interesting, however, that Musa Nasser did, at the United Nations 
last November, speak strongly in praise of UNRWA, and also made a 
special plea that they should be given funds to create employment 
for refugees. Lucas assures me that in practice the Jordanian 
Government have never obstructed any UNRWA scheme which would give 
employment, but he agrees that it is something for a Jordanian 
Minister to advocate publicly what can be twisted by his enemies 
to mean resettlement. 


Te Lucas thinks that his recommendations are so worded that 
the Government cannot reject them without going back on their 
agreement in principle. But of course he is not surprised that 

, they should be stalling. There is no obvious interest for them 

wu going out of their way to look for trouble by pursuing a policy 
which is so delicate politically and which is already being used 
against them in U.A.R. propaganda. However, Lucas is still 
cautiously optimistic. As he sees it, the first and biggest hurdle 
is to get the first 10,000 children registered. After that, 
pressure should build up for the registration of the remaining 
120,000 and make the opposition to rectification more manageable. 
On a lesser scale, something similar happened when concrete 
shelters were built to replace the tents in refugee camps. The 
first camps to be approached refused on the grounds that this would 
constitute resettlement. Instead of insisting, UNRWA simply tried 
other camps until they found one where rehousing was accepted 
Thereafter, the remainder began to demand parity of treatment. 
This conservatism and mistrust on the part of the refugees is a 
major psychological element in the whole refugee situation, Because 
the Agency has been unable to establish that it exists to provide 
only for the needy, the false idea has been allowed to take root 
that a refugee has an established right to what UNRWA provides as 
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a sort of - inadequate - compensation for what was lost in 
Palestine. Any attack on this idea, and any attempt to 
interfere with the status quo, is bitterly resented as a 
fresh injury: it is in this tortuous way that the refugee 
injects a sort of logic into the apparently indefensible 
proposition that relief should be given without proof of 
need. 


8. I am sending copies of this letter to Weir in 


Washington, Beeley in New York, Edden in Beirut, Pakenham 
in Tel Aviv, Wright in Cairo and Brash in Jerusalem 


Gio) 


dp lar boris. 
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MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENT DIVISION, 
C/O BRITISH EMBASSY 


a en ‘ a) / BEIRUT. : 
a 


January 20, 1961. 


Dear Department, VE: $2 ilo | 


Please refer to your letter VE 1821/3 dated January 17 about 
markets for produce from Musa Alami'ts settlement scheme. 


2. In this connection I enclose a copy of a letter I have written 
to Higbee, Cooperative Adviser in the United States Operations 
Mission (Jordan) about the marketing of fresh produce grown in 
Jordan. 


3e The cancellation of Aramco's order will indeed be a serious 
set back for Musa Alami's scheme. Some years ago we arranged a 
loan of £15,000 from the Village Loans Scheme for a cold storage 
plant on the scheme. Unfortunately, Musa Alami has relied on 
Aramco as almost the sole outlet for his produce and it will not 
be easy for him to enter other markets where there will be severe 
competition from the Lebanese and from locally grown produce, 
especially in the Persian Gulf. The most promising outlet for 
this produce would be Aden if there were regular and frequent 
sailings of ships with suitable storage from Aqaba or if air 
freighters could make regular calls in Jordan to pick up produce. 
I am not certain where the Royal Air Force and the Military in Aden 
obtain their fresh produce at present but I believe it comes from 
Eritrea and Kenya. The possibility of Musa Alami entering this 
market is worth exploring. It might also be worth approaching 
British Petroleum to find out whether they could take regular 
consignments for their refinery canteens at Aden. If outlets are 
to be found to the south for produce which could be exported 
through Aqaba it would be essential to set up suitable storage at 
Agaba for holding the produce which could be sent to the port via 
the Desert Road in the refrigerated van which the Ford Foundation 
is providing. 


he Musa Alami might like to talk to some United Kingdom importers 
of fresh produce to find out what prospects there are of his 
exporting luxury vegetables such as early marrows and egg plant 

to the United Kingdom. The Lebanese are starting to send this 
type of produce. Last year a large delegation of importers and 
othersinterested in the fruit and vegetable trade in the United 
Kingdom visited the Lebanon and Musa Alami could contact the leader 
of the party, Mr. Sandford, of the Fruit Trades Journal, who I am 
sure would advise him about firms which might be interested in 
developing trade with hin. The quantity he could export to the 
United Kingdom in this way could, however, be only a small 
proportion of his production and he will still be left with the 
problem of selling the bulk of it. 


De I believe that Aramco paid good prices for their purchases 
from Musa Alami but they demanded a very high standard of grading 
and packing and there is no reason why this standard should not 

be maintained. The production of many vegetables in the Jordan 
Valley is seasonal and I believe Musa Alami bought some vegetables 
from other areas so as to supply as wide a variety as possible for 
long periods. In-addition to vegetables and fruit, Musa Alami 
has supplied dressed poultry and graded eggs. 


65 I amsending copies of this letter, with enclosure, to the 
Chanceries at Baghdad, Kuwait, Addis Ababa, Amman, Bahrain, Qatar 
and Washington. 


Levant Department. 
CONFIDENTIAL 


MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENT DIVISION, 
NC 1282/1/3/61 c/o go EMBASSY, 


January 19, 1961. 


Thank you for sending me 2 copy of the "National 
Agricultural Marketing Program for Jordan" which you have drawn 
up as a project. I think that we are agreed that a suitable 
marketing system and an expansion of exports is a most urgent 
necd. During the last ten years there has been a very big 
dinerease in the areas under cultivation; the Village Loans 
Scheme alone has brought about the rehabilitation of 35,850 
acres of rainfed lands and brought irrigation to 14,650 acres. 
Private enterprise and sehemes financed from other sources 
will have been responsible for increased production on a sinilar 
scale. Shortly there will be all the produce coming from the 
East Ghor Canal scheme. Trying te ensure that all this produce, 
particularly frosh and perishable producs, presents formidable 
problems whieh will not. be resolved if the present haphazard 
systems continue. 


2. Already there are seasonal gluts of fresh fruit such as 
een and grapes and some vegetables, especially tomatoes. 

expect that it will not be long before there are gluts cf 
bananas, now regarded as a very profitable crop. here has 
been a very largé inorease in the areca under olives but the 
harvests should not be a problem provided that oil of good 
bra yf is being marketed and there is enough proper storage 
or it. 


3. Raport markets for fresh fruit and vegetables are becoming 
very important but the Jordanians will meet severe competition 
from the Lebanese who are already well established in of 
these markets. Another more recent form of competition is 
coming from imported frozen foods, the market for which is 
steadily expan . In the Persian Gulf there will also be 
competition from locally grown produce during the cooler season. 
Iraq, and particularly Saghdad, provides a good market which 
could be expanded if the political climate is favourable. Now 
that there is a quick means of transport to Aqaba via the 
Desert Road, there should be a market in victualling ships with 
fresh produce which could also no doubt be sent to Aden and 
other places if ships with suitable storage call at Aqaba. 


he However, competition in many of these markets will be keen 
and if a hold on them is to be gained and maintained it will be 
essential for the Jordanians to ont clean and pack their 

F 


produce properly and keep their markets regularly supplied with 
the quantities they can absorb, at reasonable prices. All this 
will mean that there uct be an efficient organisation with 
adequate capital backing, buildings, transport and equipment. 


5. Your memorandim is comprehensive and covers the organisation 
of a marketing scheme in Jordan and there is little I can add 

to it. I do think, however, that finally better result might 
perhaps be obtained if, say, two or three centres at the most 

were started initially to gain experience and find out what can 

be done and how far the local farmers and peasants will cooperate | 
in a cooperative scheme. Ala, I am sure that you do not intend 
that progressive vate enterprise should be excluded, e.g. 

Musa Alami's settlement in the Jordan Valley. Certainly private 


enterprise / 

Pil ?. Higbee 
hana , 
AMMAN 


Stee Ee 


enterprise has done a great deal to develop the Lebanon's 
export of fresh produce. 


6. In paragraph 2 on page 2 you mention possible centres for 
cold stores, kaging plants, ete. I would suggest Haliml 
near Hebron, Talkarm or Qalqilya and two centres in the Jordan 
Valley as priorities. It may perhaps be better to site an 
additional canning plant clsewhere than at Hebron as commmni- 
cations to this town from most producing areas and markets are 
Lengthy. Plenty of water will be required and Hebron has not 
got it. I might suggest Nablus but there is not enough water 
there. The most likely area for siting the new processing plant 
would probably be somewhere in the Jordan Valley although there 
is the distinct disadvantage of the excessive heat in the summer 
months and a canning plant should, aa you know, aim at operating 
for as many months as possible during the year. 


Te I wonder if the possibilities of air-freighting primeurs 
to'soue of the luxury markets in Burope are worth investigating, 
or the produce might even be sent by soa via Beirut although 
this, of course, would involve more risks of deterioration. 

I understand that the Lebanese have now started to send young 
baby marrows to the United Kingdom and I do not think it will 
be long before they are also sending early strawberries and 
eherries. In any event the Jordan Valley has this enormous 
advantage of being able to produce many early vegetables which 
have not come on to the market from other areas but there is a 
definite dancer of over-production of those types of vegetables 
most easily grown, such as tomatoes and egg—plant. 


8. i have not mentioned the other products included in 
paragraph c(4) of the memorandum number 2 on “National Marketing 
Programme for Jordan", as I consider that fresh fruit and 
vegetables are probably the most urgent problem but they might 
be followed, when experience has been gained, by poultry, eggs 
and especially dairy products of which there should be larger 
quantities available if mixed farsing is practised on the land 
settled under the Sast Ghor Canal scheme and i firmly believe 
that animal Ausbandry should be integrated with agriculture in 
thie schewe. One of the difficulties over the increased 
production of poultry for meat is the lack of protein for 
feeding but I think this difficulty could perhaps be oyercome 

by importing concentrated feeds from the oil milis in Iraq where 
they can be obtained very cheaply. 


9. One of the major handicaps to improved marketing of produce 
in Jordan, and particularly produce for export, is the lack 

of any local packaging materials, all of which will have to be 
imported. It would be quite a useful and valuable expe 

if vaxous types of peckaging materials and containers could be 
imported for trial and demonstration. 


10. I should be most interested to discuss these problems 
further with you when I next visit Jordan. 
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I enclose a letter which I have 
written to Sir Chagles Johnston, about 
ens Musa Alami fs remember 
from Amman. « I should be grateful if 
you could send it on to him if you.see 
no objection. If you could arrange 
for my secretary to be told when the 
letter has been despatched, the copies 
which I should like to go to Amman 


and to Beirut can also then be sent 


off by us here. 


Fs 
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(VB 1821/9) POREIGN OFFICE, 5.¥ele 


February 3, 1961. 


I encloge a letter which I have 
written to Sir Charles Johnston, about 
the Musa Alami project, which he 
will remember from Anman. I should be 
grateful if you could send it on to him if 
you see no objection. If you could arrange 
for my secretary to be told when the letter 
has been despatched, the copies which I 
should like to go to Amman and to Beirut 
can also then be sent off by us here. 


(J.G.5. Beith) 


att, Eeqes 
Colonial Office. 
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Sho vHy after ovr 


You may remember that 


/ Ska wi ask MP4yY. You recon we—Jed 
Sir Charl¢s i pate-ntbes i sone ont vetedeet a gonr-aneg 7 
Johnston, 


Aden. 


copy to: 


Mr. Henniker- 
Major, 
Amman. 


ees. ~ ant Tr : Alami 
is in London just now and came to see Roger 
Stevens with the sad news that his farm, and 

11 his work for the refugees which depends on 
it, We threatened with collapse. The bottom 
ad suddenly fallen out of his main market, 

Cle Aramco who had informed him that in future, 
for reasons of renee somiacede, they would 


have to get their fresh supplies from East Afrifa 


Alami asked if we could help him find 
alternative markets to tide over the immediate 
crisis. Roger Stevens sent him round to see 
the Kuwait Oil Company and I.P.C. here, and also 
explained the position to BP and Shell, in the 


hope that the oil companies in the area might 


be able to help by taking some of the fruit 


and vegetables from Jericho. We have also 

sent a round-robin to some of the Middle East 
posts asking if they can suggest any openings 
locally. John Henniker knows all about it, 
having visited the farm a week or two ago. 

There is a slight hope that the Jordanian Govt. 
and the Americans between them might tackle the 
Saudis about the reasons which have caused 
Aramco to cancel their arrangements with Alami - 


had 
waren eulzed both sides well. 
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I am writing to you because it has been 
suggested that Aden might possibly be a market 
for Alami's produce. I am not sure whether 
there would be any chance for him in the 
open ESS for, as you know, most of his 
produce is geared to Western tastes. But I 
wonder if the Army or Air Force might consider 
looking at the possibility of getting some 
of their supplies from him. The BP people, 


whose Head Office here know the background, 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


might also be in the running. On the map 
it looks a tremendously long way from Jericho 
to Aden to be transporting fresh supplies, 
but Alami has at least one refrigerated truck 
which he could use for transport to Aqaba if 


there were regular sailings of ships with 


suitable storage from Agaba to Aden. 
(Ke AA 


Alternatively, it might even be possible fo 
1 realire 


arrange transport by air, MBeU Ea UReZe may be 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


insuperable difficulties about that. 

I know you would think it worth helping 
Alami if there were a way. Both he and we would 
be very grateful for anything you can do to put 
him in touch with the right people. We cannot 
do his work for him but it would be half 
the battle if we could cue him to the stage 
where he can get down to business with the peopld 
on the spot. At lunch last weekp I mentioned 


to him the idea of investigating Adenp and he 


/seemed 
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Mort wtre-ciled 
seemed te=eeke=ttt=—setrt; but since he runs 
his show virtually Se I would like 


we could make the initial 


I am sending this letter in the first 
instance to the Colonial Office and am aski 
it on to you i ney see no 
am also arpanging for copies of 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, Sy Wele 


(VE 1821/9) 
February 3, 1961. 


You may remember thet shortly after our stay 
with you last March you recommended, and we were able to 
secure, a subsidy from the “orld Refugee Year for the 
Musa Alami project. Alami is in London just now and 
came to see Roger Stevens with the sad news that his 
form, and all his work for the refugees which depends 
on it, is threatened with collapse. ‘The bottom had 
suddenly fallen out of his main merket, i.e. Aramco, 
who had informed him thet in future, for reasons of 
policy, they would have to get their fresh supplies 
from Yast Africa. The blow fell last Christmas after 
Aramco's requirements were already in the ground, 


2. Alami asked if we could help him find alternative 
markets to tide over the immediate crisis, Roger 
Stevens sent him round to see the “uwait 011 Company 
and I.P.C. here, and also explained the position to 

BP and Shell, in the hope that the 011 companies in 

the erea might be able to help by taking some of the 
fruit and vegetebles from Jericho. ve have also 

sent @ round-robin to some of the ‘fiddle East posts 
asting if they can suggest any openings locally. 

John Henniker knows all about it, heaving visited the 
farm a week or two ago. There is a slight hope that the 
Jordanian Government and the Americans between them 
might tackle the Saudis about the ressons which have 
caused Aramco to cancel their arrangements with Alami - 
which had suited both sides well. 


3. I am writing to you because it has been suggested 
that Aden might possibly be a market for Alami's 
proéuce. I am not sure whether there would be any 
chance for him in the open market for, as you know, 
most of his produce is geared to Western tastes. But 

I wonter if the Army or Air Force might consider 
looking at the possibility of getting some of their 
supplies from him. The BP people, whose Head Cffice 
here knows the beckground, might also be in the runninge 
On the map it looks a tremendously long way from 
Jericho to Aden to be transporting fresh supplies, 

but Alemi has at least one refrigerated truck 

which he could use for transport to Aqaba if there were 
regular sailings of ships with suitable storage from 
Aqsba to Aden. Alternatively, it might even be 
possible for the RA.F. to arrange transport by 

air, though I realise there may be insuperable 
aifficulties about that. 


k. I know you would think it worth helping Alami 

if there were a way. Both he and we would be very 

grateful for anything you can do to put him in touch with 

the right people, ve cannot do his work for him but it 
/would 


Sir Charles Johnston, %.C.MeG., 
Aden, 
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would be half the battle if we could get him to the stage 
where he can get down to business with the people on the 
spote At lunch last week I mentioned to him the iden of 
inveotigating Aden and he seemed most interested; but 

since he runs his show virtually single-handed and is rather 
i111 at present I would like to think thet we could make 

the initial enquiries for him. 


5. I am sending this letter in the first instance to 
the Colonial Office and em asking them to pass it on 
to you if they see no objection, I am also arranging 
for copies of it to go to John Henniker-Major and to 
Development Division Beirut. 


(3.0.8. Beith) 


NTIAL 


P.H. Moberly, Esq. 
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OF HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S 


EMBASSY 


a 
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VEig2|9 (A) 


AMMAN. 


January 31, 1964. 
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British Enbassy, 
AMMA) 


January 31, 1961. 


Would you please refer to the various corres- 
pondenee about Musa Alami's settlement scheme, ending 
with your letter 1825/1/2/61 of January 200 e182, q 


2. It seems to us that what Musa Alami needs, whatever 
marketing arrangements are come to, is good business 
management. Perhaps our best contributicn on the 
official side might be to persuade him to let an 
experienced accountant and a marketing expert come 

and look at his operation and advise him how it could 

be put on to a more economical footing. Would there 

be any chanee of getting the ad hoc advisers fund 

to pay for this? 


Be I am sending a copy of this letter to Moberly 
in Leyant Department. 


(L.C.W. Figg) 


Jc. 


Eyre, Esa. 
Middle Tast Development Division, 
c/o British Embassy, 


Beirut. 


LW, 
MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENT DIVISION P 


c/o British Embassy, 
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February 15, iz 61 EIVED | 


EBAO 
P.H. Moberly, Esq., 


Levant Department, a(k)i | 
Foreign Office. E1s2\ \A 


With the compliments of. 
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; MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENT DIVISIO 
@ wa C/oBRITISH EMBASSY, 
BEIRUT. 


February 15, 1961. 
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Please refer to your letter 11211 dated January 
31, about Musa Alami's settlement scheme. I completely 
agree with you that Musa Alami needs the assistance of a 
good business manager, but anyone who took this on would 
have to be dedicated, otherwise he. would certainly not 
put up with the vagaries of Musa Alami's temperament for 
very long. If Musa Alami is to make an investigation 
of possible alternative outlets for his produce, he will 
probably need the services of a man experienced in the 
marketing of produce, and preferably in this part of the 
world. In fact, Musa Alami might do best if he employed 
a smart local businessman to market the produce from the 
settlement on a commission basis. We know by experience 
of trying to market fresh produce from Dubai and Bahrain 
in the Persian Gulf, how very difficult this is and I am 
doubtful whether we could find the right type of man, 
not now employed in business in the United Kingdom. 


2. I have asked Ross if he would have a look at 
the settlement and perhaps he could give some advice on 
marketing. 


3. You have suggested that we might perhaps use the 
ad_hoe advisers' fund to pay for an expert but, much as 

T would like to recommend that the fund should be used 
for this purpose, I doubt whether a proposal to use it in 
this manner would be accepted. In any case, I believe 
that Musa Alami will. require continuing assistance to 
market his produce, unless he can conclude a contract with 
an oil company or some big organisation similar to that 
he had with Aramco. 


he I am sending a copy of this letter to Moberly 
in Levant Department. | 


(J.C. Eyre) 


L.C.W. Figg, Esq., 
British Embassy, 
Amman 
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UNRWA DIRECTOR ADDRESS WORLD REFUGEE YEAR CONFERENCE IN GENEVA 


(The following was received here from UNRWA, Beirut. ) 


The Palestine refugee problem has defied political solution, not because of 
alleged "whims" of Arab politicians or the reputed "shiftless" nature of the refugees, 
but because of the "depth and universality" of the conflict of basic feeling between 
Arabs and Israelis, according to Dr. John H. Davis, Director of the United Nations 
Relief and Work Agency for Palestine refugees (UNRWA). 

Dr. Davis made a statement to this effect before the 1961 World, Refugee Year 
Conference today in Geneva. This conference 18 the meeting of an international 
committee -- formed for the purpose of World Refugee Year -- which consiats of 
voluntary agencies and national committees. ! 

The UNRWA Director said that "even if, through some near-miracle, a political 
solution were attained promptly," the refugee problem would continue to exist 
because most of the adult male refugee population.is virtually unemployable within 
the economic pattern that is emerging throughout the world, as a result of having 
been deprived of an opportunity over the past years to gbtain work or to receive 


treining for work, 


Any solution, the Director added, will be governed by the "feeling and emotions” 


of the peoples in the Middle Hast and this will take time, "not sterile time that 
marks a status quo, but time that is accompanied by stability and substantial 
economic and social progress.” 

Dr. Davis told the hundred-odd delegates to the conference, representatives of 
voluntary agencies from all over the world, that he knew "the world at large has 
grown weary of hearing about Palestine refugees.” The reason, he pointed out, 1s 
a "widespread lack of understanding" of the problem, : i 

Dr. Davis took issue with what he called five major "misconceptions" which he 
declared, "tend to lead one to false conclusions.” 

The first of these, he said, was the contention that "the Palestine Arab people 


are shiftless and prefer international charity to working for a living." Dr. Davis 


(more ) 
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countered that the Palestinians are "generally industriously inclined and have a 


strong desire to be self-supporting. As of 1948 the Palestine economy and culture 
was about the most advanced of any in the Middle East," he added. Those refugees 
who could earn a living did so, he said. But they only constituted 20 per cent of 
the population which fled their homes; the rest were either sick, old or farmers and 
unskilled workers who were "crowded into countries already super-saturated with such 
workers," 

The second misconception, Dr. Davis went on, was that “the Arab host governments 
have mistreated the refugees by neglecting them and even holding them as hostages in 
their struggle with Israel," The UNRWA Director replied that "the truth is that in 
general the host governments have been sympathetic and generous, within their means 
in helping the refugees," admitting them into their countries, spending some $5 
million a year in services for them, and securing the inconveniences and repercussions 
of having large numbers of refugees within their borders. 

With regard to the third misconception -- "that the refugee problem could and 
would have been settled long ago except for the conniving of unprincipled Arab poli- 
ticians who have sought to hold the refugees idle and who do not reflect popular 
opinion"--- Dr. Davis declared that Arab politicians “quite accurately voice the 
deep feelings and aspirations” of their peoples, refugees and non-refugees alike 
when they refuse to "aecept Israel as a permanent component of the Middle East.” 

The Jewish people in Israel, on the other side, he added, are determined “to defend 
their country against all odds. 

"It is the basic feeling of the peoples on both sides of the Palestine issue,” 
Dr. Davis explained, "rather than politicians' whims’, that have prevented and still 
prevent a political solution to the Palestine problem." 

"Closely related to misconception number 3," Dr. Davis went on, “is the idea 
that, if a political solution could be negotiated between Israel and her Arab 
neighbors, the Palestine refugee problem.would be solved." He pointed out that, 
politics aside, there is an increasingly complex economic aspect to the problem in 
the unemployability of a large portion of the adult male refugee population. Most 
of the original refugees were farmers or unskilled laborers, he said, spilling into 
countries already supersaturated with such persons, while their sons “are even less 
employable ..... due to the lack of opportunity for them to acquire even the disci- 
plines and habits of work.” The magnitude of the problem is highlighted by the fact 
that three out of every five of the adult male Palestine refugees attained adulthood 


(more ) 
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as refugees. This unemployability means, Dr. Davis added, "that the refugee problem 
has year by year taken on a more stubborn and a more chronic nature in terms of any 
ultimate solution." 

The fifth misconception, the UNRWA Director said, was "that external pressure 
should now be epplied to host governments to force them to solve the refugee problem 
more quickly." Dr. Davis warned against the “impatience” of those who complain that 
no solution to the problem has been reached over the past thirteen years, even though 
governments have contributed upward of $300 million in support of the refugees. This 
money, he pointed out, had not gone to solve the problem in the first place, but 
merely to provide basic relief services for the refugees. 

It was noteworthy, Dr. Davis observed, that similar impatience had not been 
shown generally with respect to the implementation of paragraph 11 of General Assembly 
194 (III), which gives the refugees the choice between returning to their homes or 
receiving compensation. 

In view of the unemployability of the refugees, Dr. Davis said, "the Arab host 
governments cannot themselves solve the Palestine refugee problem.” To pressure 


them, he warned, would "tend to increase economic and political instability in these 


countries which, in turn, would tend to delay rather than facilitate a permanent 


solution." 

Turning to the “unmet needs" ofthe refugees, Dr. Davis.outlined a three-year, 
five-point program, geared-particularly toward training youth which, he pointed out, 
Yeced-ved unanimous support from representatives of nations in the General Assembly's 
Special political committee Garter the current session. 

The: program will cost-an aggregate of $16 million over and. above the regular 
UNPWA budget. far the three-year period, he said, and includes: a wajor-expansinn in 
vocetional training whieh would ‘permit-2,500 boys to graduate anmiallyinstead of 
the_ 300° who-greduated in.1960; increasing the award.of university scholarships to-- 
first year.students from_90 to 180 a year; increasing elementary and secondary - 
educating; continuation of a. modest loan-grant program;..and maintenance at near- 
bretent.per- capita levels of UNRWA's-relief services. 
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COMMENT 


END OF AN ILLUSION 


One must hope that the significance of the speech 
which the U.N. Relief and Works Agency Director, Dr. 
John Davis, made in Geneva last week, will not be over- 
looked in Jerusalem, even though it was reported in only 
the most cursory manner in the Israeli papers. (We print 
the full official summary of the speech on pages 3 and 4). 
For it marked the end of an era of discussion without 
conclusion on the matter of the Palestine Arab refugees. 
It opened up a new theme, on the eve of the resumed dis- 
cussion of this question at the second leg of the U.N. 
Assembly which opens in March. 

For the first time since 1948, the most representative 
U.N. spokesman on Palestine Refugee affairs has firmly 
and openly declared himself against the Israeli position, 
and to a large extent underwritten the Arab argument. 
This, in itself, is bound to make a considerable impact 
on the Assembly if it is repeated in New York in six 
weeks’ time. But the matter does not end there. Dr. Davis 
is a respected American official who was chosen by the 
State Department for his ability and judgment in these 
matters. How will his considered views on the problem 
of the Palestine Arab refugees be received by the new 
Administration? They are unlikely to be written off as 
insignificant or unworthy of attention. 

In a way, Dr. Davis may have rendered the Israel 
Government a great service in giving them this timely 
warning of the views which he evidently intends to place 
before the next U.N. Assembly and before the new Ken- 
nedy Administration, which now has to decide its position 
on this question in readiness for the Assembly. It thus 
looks as if the first statement of policy on Middle East 
affairs from the Administration will be on the subject of 
the Palestine Arab refugees. 


* * * 


The Geneva speech by Dr, Davis shows clearly that 
he does not accept either the Israeli argumentation for 
Arab responsibility or the Israeli outlook about the 
future of the problem. On the other hand, there has been 
no sign from the Isracli side that there is any recognition 
of this new state of affairs, and that it may call for an 
early reconsideration and restatement of Israel's position, 
especially for the benefit of the new Afro-Asian majority 
in the Assembly and, even more so, for the Kennedy 
policy-makers. 

But Dr. Davis has done something else with possibly 
still more far-reaching consequences. He is the first 
Director of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency to have 
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taken the bull by the horns; he has not afraid to 
admit that the underlying problem is political and must 
be considered as such. In other words, he has opened the 
political discussion on the future of the refugees. And 
what he said at Geneva must, therefore, be considered 
from this angle. 

In listing what he calls the “five misconceptions,” he 
has, however, been less than fair to-the point of view 
which he rejects. He has formulated the so-called miscon- 
ceptions in the loaded language of a partisan, not in that 
suitable for an independent U.N. administrator. Because 
of this, he has greatly weakened his case and also, to 
some extent, his position as the United Nations’ repre- 
sentative. This is a pity, because otherwise one could dis- 
pute his conclusions without having to object to their 
formulation. 

But there is one misconception—number three— 
referred to by Dr. Davis which lies at the heart of the 
problem. So much so, that one has to ask whether this 
is not Dr. Davis’s own great error. He says that it 
is quite wrong to blame the Arab politicians for not 
negotiating a settlement of the refugee question, and to 
accuse them of deliberately keeping the refugee issue 
alive as a weapon against Israel. Dr. Davis's unfortunate 
bias had already shown itself in the formulation of the 
previous and related “misconception number two.” 


* * * 


Here, he suggests that the Israelis have accused the 
Arab host Governments of mistreating the refugees, 
neglecting them, and holding thein as hostages in their 
struggle with Israel. No such thing has ever been said 
by the Israeli Government or by any other Government 
supporting the Israeli position. What they have said is, 
that the Arab Governments and politicians have kept 
the refugee question in being as their most effective stick 
with which to beat the Israelis. 

One must be curiously aloof from this problem to be 
able to deny that this has been the Arab position since 
1948. The Arab leaders have never denied it during the 
talks in Lausanne, Geneva and Paris under the aegis of 
the U.N. Palestine Conciliation Commission; and Dr. 
Davis's predecessors have always frankly acknowledged 
this as fact—in private, if not in public. 

But Dr. Davis has now made a public issue of these 
matters, and they must now be settled in public. His 
word carries great weight and it calls therefore for a sober 
and factual comment from the Israel Government, and 
possibly also from Mr. Hammarskjold. The question 
before the coming Assembly will be whether Dr. Davis 
will have to be heard as the neutral U.N. commentator, 
or as an honest and outspoken partisan of the Arab 
position. One thing which the Israel Government clearly 
cannot do in this situation, is to ignore his views or let 
them go by default. 
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REFUGEES 


“IT’S NO USE 
BLAMING THE ARABS” 


UNRWA CHIEF TACKLES 
“FIVE MAJOR MISCONCEPTIONS” 


The Palestine refugee problem has 
defied political solution, not because of 
alleged “whims” of Arab politicians or 
the reputed “shiftless” nature of the re- 
fugees, but because of the “depth and 
universality” of the conflict of basic feel- 
ing between Arabs and Israelis, accord- 
ing to Director John H. Davis of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees. 

Dr. Davis, addressing the 1961 World 
Refugee Year Conference in Geneva last 
week, embarked on an unexpectedly poli- 
tical declaration as he developed his ar- 
gument that: 

“Eyen if, through some near-miracle, 
a political solution were attained prom- 
ptly,” the refugee problem would con- 
tinue to exist because most of the adult 
male refugee population is virtually un- 
employable within the economic pattern 
that is emerging throughout the world, 
as a result of having been deprived of 
an opportunity over the past years to 
obtain work or to receive training for 
work. 

World grown weary : Any solution, the 
Director added, would be governed by the 
“feeling and emotions” of the peoples in 
the Middle East. And this would take time, 
“not sterile time that marks a status quo, 
but time that is accompanied by stability 
and substantial economic and social pro- 
gress.” 

Dr. Davis told the delegates to the 
conference, representative of voluntary 
agencies all over the globe, that he knew 
“the world at large has grown weary of 
hearing about Palestine refugees. 

The reason, he stated, was a 
spread lack of understanding”. 

Road to false conclusions : Dr. Davis 
took issue with five major “misconcep- 
tions” which he declared “tend to lead 
one to false conclusions.” 

1. “That the Palestine Arab people 
are shiftless and prefer international 
charity to working for a living.” 

Dr. Davis countered that the Pales- 
tinians were “generally industriously in- 
clined and have a strong desire to be 
self-supporting. As of 1948, the Palestine 
economy and culture was about the most 
advanced of any in the Middle East.” 

“Sympathetic and generous”: Those 
refugees who could earn a living did so, 


‘wide- 


Page Three 


UN, DIRECTOR DAVIS 
A strong case—but for whom? 


he said. But they constituted only 20 per 
cent of the population which fled their 
homes; the rest were either sick, old or 
farmers and unskilled workers who were 
“crowded into countries already super- 
saturated with such workers.” 

2. “That the Arab host governments 

have mistreated the refugees by 

neglecting them and even ‘holding 
them as hostages in their struggle with 

Israel.’ ” 

Dr. Davis replied that “the truth is 
that in general the host governments 
have been sympathetic and generous, 
within their means, in helping the re- 
fugees,” admitting them into their count- 
ries, spending some $5 million a year in 
services for them, and enduring the in- 
conveniences and repercussions of having 
large numbers of refugees within their 
borders. 

3. “That the refugee problem could 
and would have been settled long ago 
except for the conniving of unprin- 
cipled Arab politicians who have 
sought to hold the refugees idle and 
who do not reflect popular opinion.” 
Accurate reflection : Dr. Davis declared 

that Arab politicians “quite accurately 
voice the deep feelings and aspirations” 
of their peoples, refugees and non- 
refugees alike, when they refuse to 
“accept Israel as a permanent component 
of the Middle East.” 

The Jewish people in Israel, on the 
other side, he added, were determined 
“to defend their country against all 
odds.” 

“Tt is the basic feeling of the peoples 
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on both sides of the Palestin! 
Davis explained, “rather than Politicians’ 
whims, that have prevented and still pre- 
vent a political solution to the Palestine 
problem.” 
4, “Closely related to Misconception 
No, 3 is the idea that, if a political 
solution could be negotiated between 
Israel and her Arab neighbours, the 
Palestine refugee problem would be 
solved.” 


Three out of five: Dr. Davis pointed 
out that, politics aside, there was an in- 
creasingly complex economic aspect to 
the problem in the unemployability of a 
large portion of the adult male refugee 
population. Most of the original refugees 
were farmers or unskilled labourers, he 
said, spilling into countries already over- 
burdened with such persons, while their 
sons “are even less employable... due 
to the lack of opportunity for them to 
acquire even the disciplines and habits 
of work.” 

The magnitude of the problem was 
highlighted by the fact that three out 
of every five adult male Palestine re- 
fugees attained adulthood as refugees. 

The unemployability meant, Dr. Davis 
added, “that the refugee problem has 
year by year taken on a more stubborn 
and a more chronic nature in terms of 
any ultimate solution.” 

5. “That external pressure should 
now be applied to host governments to 
force them to solve the refugee pro- 
blem more quickly.” 

Hosts can’t solve it: Dr. Davis warned 
against the “impatience” of those who 
complain that no solution to the problem 
has been reached over the past thirteen 
years, even though governments have 
contributed upwards of $300 million in 
support of the refugees. This money, Dr. 
Davis pointed out, had not gone to solve 
the problem in the first place, but merely 
to provide ba relief services for the 
refugees. 

It was noteworthy, Dr. Davis observed, 
that similar impatience had not been 
shown generally with respect to the im- 
plementation of General Assembly Re- 
solution 194, paragraph 11, which gives 
the refugees the choice between return- 
ing to their homes or receiving compensa- 
tion. 

In view of the unemployability of the 
refugees, Dr. Davis said, “the Arab 
host governments cannot themselves solve 
the Palestine refugee problem.” 

Unmet needs: To pressure them, he 
warned, would “tend to increase economic 
and political instability in these count- 
ries, which, in turn, would tend to delay 
rather than facilitate a permanent solu- 
tion.” 
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LAVON’S SUPPORT 
COLLAPSING 


MAPAI MEMBERS WITHDRAW 
FROM HISTADRUT EXECUTIVE 


from our own correspondent 


Tel Aviy : 

When it seemed that every drop of 
drama had been squeezed from the Lavon 
affair and the major participants settled 
back to chew over the rind with which 
they had been left, one more sensation 
this week broke upon the bemused 
public. 

‘Three of Mapai’s seven representatives 
on the eleven-man Histadrut Central 
Executive submitted their resignations, 
explaining that they had lost confidence 
in Lavon and could no longer work with 
him. The three were Mrs. Yehudit Sim- 
chonit, head of the Histadrut Political 
Department; Yoel Haskin, director of 
the Dues office and former Histadrut 
Treasurer; and Ze’ev Onn, secretary of 
Hevrat Ovdim, the powerful Histadrut 
holding company, the overlord of its 
many industrial enterprises. 

Both Mrs. Simchonit and Haskin had 
for long been regarded as staunch Lavon 
supporters. In fact, Lavon only appointed 
Mrs. Simchonit to her post last year, in 
succession to the ousted Reuben Barkatt. 
But it was her letter of resignation that 
was the most bitter. 

Sharpening the crisis: She was glad of 
Lavon’s rehabilitation by the Cabinet in- 
vestigation committee, Mrs. Simchonit 
said. But the nature of his statements 
before the Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
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security Committee and of his public 
campaign made it impossible for her to 
reconcile herself to accepting him as a 
labour leader. While Ben-Gurion had 
tried to heal the rupture within the Cabi- 
net, Lavon’s continuation of the public 
struggle was sharpening the crisis within 
Mapai and undermining its reputation. 


the party to a final acsivion, (ous be 
best advised to end the disput@Within the 
Cabinet. 

Ben-Gurion’s letter : It was Rosen him- 
self who gave Ben-Gurion the oppor- 
tunity to heal the Cabinet breach. In a 
letter to the Prime Minister (and pub- 
lished in the press) he said: “You are 
not expected to agree with our findings. I 
| only urge you to acquiese in them... 
Last Thursday, January 19, Ben-Gurion 
addressed the following letter to the 
Minister of Justice: 

Dear Rosen, 

I understood from what you said at 
the meeting at the President's residence, 
that you and other members of the 
Committee of Seven regarded my state- 
ment, which was pul the press 
last Friday, as criticism levelled at you 
{and your colleagues) personally. I found 
this deeply regrettable since, in my state- 
ment, T expressly emphasised that ‘I had 
no doubts as to the integrity and sincerity 
of the members of the Committee.’ “In 
the whole of my statement, I had no in- 
tention of casting any personal asper- 
sions on you and your colleagues; 1 
only objected to the methods you 
employed. 

I would, therefore, ask you and your 
colleagues not to misinterpret the mean- 
ing or the intention of my statements. 

After receiving the findings of the 
Committee of Seven, I made up my mind 
to take no further steps in connection 
with the matter, apart from making my 
opinions public; having done so, I shall 
have no more to do with it. As far as 
I am concerned, the Government has a 
free hand to take or not to take further 
steps in the matter, and I will not in- 
terfere one way or another. 

If you wish, you may publish this 
letter. 


DOUBLE-EDGED 
LETTER 


Her reference to Ben-Gurion’s attempts 
to heal the Cabinet rupture were taken 
to refer to a letter written last weekend 
by the Prime Minister to Minister of Just- 
ice Pinhas Rosen. It was one of those 
typical Ben-Gurion communications in 
which amends are made for ruffled feel- 
ings—but without one word of the 
original accusation being withdrawn. 

In the middle of last week, the Cabinet 
was in the throes of a crisis because Ben- 
Gurion had charged that the seven-man 
Ministerial committee investigating the 
“Affair,” headed by Dr. Rosen, had been 
guilty of “a miscarriage of justice, half 
truths and partiality.” 

Mrs. Meir’s threat: The committee, 
divided among those who were incensed 
by the Premier's criticisms and those 
who were just annoyed, refused to cot 
sider his demand that it reconsider its 
decision. It demanded, instead, that Ben- 
Gurion withdraw his charges—or else. 

The “or else” in this instance was 
Foreign Minister Golda Meir’s threat to 
resign and executive decisions by Mapam, 
Ahdut Avodah and the Mizrachi to break 
up the coalition. The Progressives had 
already decided that Rosen should resign. 

Ben-Gurion was equally determined 
that he would not and prepared a letter 
of resignation for submission to the 
Cabinet. But it was never sent. Mapai 
Ministers and leaders descended on his 
home in Tel Aviv and, after a long and 
frank talk, convinced him that while he 
had every right to carry the crisis within 


(sgd.)—David Ben-Gurion 
Not an outraged innocent : The letter, 
as is obvious, withdraws nothing. The 
operative part is the final paragraph 
which amounts to a concession. Ben- 
Gurion no longer demanded a reconsider- 
ation of the committee’s findings. He 
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had ann, come to the conclusion 


that it was 4 concession he could afford 
to make. Developments within Mapai, 
sparked off by Lavon’s own behaviour, 
had ensured that he could no longer be 
regarded as an outraged innocent. The 
crisis within the Cabinet quickly dis- 
solved. 

But, within Mapai, it was only the 
start of a new chapter. At a meeting of 
the party Executive in Kfar Yarock, it 
had been agreed that a five-man commit- 
tee should be established to “examine 
Lavon’s statements to the Knesset For- 
eign Affairs and Security Committee and 
other public aspects connected with the 
Affair.” At the same time, it was agreed 
that all Mapai members should desist 
from public discussion of the matter. 

Lavon, however, disregarded this 
agreement. In a letter to Secretariat 
members, copies of which he circulated 
to the press, he said he had “good 
grounds to assume” that this “over 
hasty” decision to establish the party 
committee was adopted after several 
leading members had held a private meet- 
ing with Ben-Gurion who, he implied, 
had given a quid pro quid for it. The 
deadline of February 1 for the commit- 
tee’s report, he charged, meant that it 
would be working under pressure placed 
upon it by Ben-Gurion. 

The transformation : In the meantime, 
the Mapai committee seemed destined to 
be stillborn. Mrs. Meir, one of its mem- 
bers, was taken ill, She was also known 
to be hostile to the formation of the 
committee, Another member, Police Min- 
ister Behor Shitreet, pleaded that he was 
“tired and worn out.” 

With the publication of the Lavon 
letter, however, and its obvious breach 
of agreed party discipline, there was a 
transformation in the situation. The small 
but previously solid group of Lavon 
supporters showed their lack of patience 
with his behaviour. And Ben-Gurion 
himself contributed to the transforma- 
tion. 

It had previously been believed that the 
deadline of February 1 for the Mapai 
committee’s report had been set because 
that was the date for Ben-Gurion’s re- 
turn from holiday on Lake Tiberias. 

Formula for Mapai : But at the Cabinet 
meeting on Sunday, however, Finance 
Minister Eshkol was reported to have 
told Ministers, on the Premier's instruc- 
tions, that, as he had been engaged in 
Cabinet work up till the previous Thurs- 
day, he regarded his six-week vacation 
as starting from then. He would not, 
therefore, be returning to Jerusalem until 
about the end of February. 

This was the cue that conciliators 
within Mapai had been waiting for. If 
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Ben-Gurion was not coming back until 
the end of February, they pointed out, 
there was obviously no need to hurry the 
committee in its investigations. It could 
not, therefore, be claimed that the com- 
mittee was being pushed in its inquiries 
by Ben-Gurion. There was a final attempt 
by the Lavonists to have the committee 
disbanded altogether, but the eventual 
compromise reached was that it should 
start work immediately but decide upon 
its own timetable. 


ESHKOL TELLS LAVON 
TO RESIGN 


Then, on Monday night, came the 
news of the three Mapai resignations 
from the Histadrut Central Executive. 
Lavon, by now aware that the ground 
was beginning to shift from under his 
feet, angrily charged at a hastily sum- 
moned press conference on Tuesday that 
the resignations had been “an inspired 
and planned action the purpose of which 
was not the resignation of the people 
concerned, but the dismissal of Secretary 
General Lavon.” 

Ministers’ advice to Eshkol: He went 
on to allege, rather Iamely, that the wide- 
spread publication of these resignations 
was itself a violation of the Mapai deci- 
sion to halt public discussion of party 
issues, He himself had always tried to 
avoid entangling the Histadrut in Mapai’s 
internal conflicts, but the three who had 
resigned had succeeded in doing that 
very thing. However, “this demonstrative 
action does not shake the Histadrut and 
I am not prepared to resign as the 
authors of the three letters of resignation 
wish.” 

Speaking to reporters, Lavon added 
that he had been advised, privately, by 
Sapir and Eshkol to resign, but had 
turned down their suggestion. 

Mrs. Meir still holds the key to the 
next stage of the party crisis. She has 
not yet said that she is ready to serve 
on the party committee. Mordecai Namir 
and Shraga Netzer are making efforts to 
talk her out of her previous refusal and 
the results of their endeavours will be 
known by the weekend. 


WASHINGTON QUESTION: 
ON ISRAEL’S REACTOR 


“WE WEREN'T TOLD” 
SAYS DIPLOMAT 


Washington : 

The Israeli Government did not tell 
the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv that Israel 
was building a big new reactor in the 
Negev desert until it was asked about it 


BEN-GURIONS ON LEAVE 
Who laughs last? 


last year, Murat Williams, who was Em- 
bassy Counsellor at the time, said in 
Washington on Wednesday. 

But, he added at a meeting of the 
US. Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee: “This touches on very sensitive fields 
that had best be discussed in private 
ses n.”” 

Asked by Senator Fulbright, the Com- 
mittee’s Chairman, what was sensitive 
about this topic, Williams replied it was 
what might have been said in private 
conversations. Williams said that U.S. 
Embassy reports from Tel Aviv on Israel’s 
new nuclear developments were still 
secret. 

He was questioned about the reactor 
during the Committee’s consideration of 
his nomination as Ambassador to El 
Salvador. Senator Fulbright said that 
USS. diplomats overseas were rotated too 
often and that Mr. Williams’ two-year 
stay in Israel had not given him sufficient 
knowledge of the country to find out 
sooner about such things as the reactor 
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NORTH 


AFRICA 


UNRELENTING 
MOROCCANS 


EMIGRATION HELD 
TREASONABLE 


from our own correspondent 


Casablanca : 

Free world press reaction to the treat- 
ment of Moroccan Jewry, highlighted by 
the drowning three weeks ago of “illegal” 
emigrants seeking a refuge in Israel, has 
failed to stir the Moroccan Government. 

Addressing a press conference in Rabat 
on Monday, Information Minister Ahmed 
el Alaoui stated that “Moroccan Jews are 
Moroccan citizens, and we consider their 
departures as desertion and treason.” 
Morocco, he said, was in no way respons- 
ible for the yacht disaster. The blame 
lay with “Zionist organisations” which 
organised the transports and which must 
also be held responsible if “psychological 
conditions hostile to Moroccan Jews 
developed.” 

The implied threat has done nothing to 
ease the tension in the Jewish community, 
though vocal concern is limited to city 
Jews. Their 90,000 or so brothers living 
in the mountain casbah or among the 
Berber tribes are aware only of a vague 
unease. Not surprisingly, the tension is 
highest among the Jews of Rabat, Casa- 
blanca, Tangier and Safi, for the victims 
of the yacht disaster were well-known 
members of those communities. 

Started with the schools : Interrogation 
of the ship's crew is still continuing. 
Moroccan officials have stated that there 
is no doubt that the captain, Francisco 
Morilla, and the owner of the yacht (so 
far identified only as a “Mr. Scott” of 
Gibraltar), “were aware of the illegal 
nature of the trip.” It has now been 
established that the vessel was proceeding 
from Melilla, a Spanish enclave in 
Morocco, to Gibraltar. 

The yacht disaster was fate’s unfor- 
tunate climax to a series of misadventures 
which have befallen Moroccan Jewry in 
recent months. The start of the Govern- 
ment’s anti-Jewish campaign was heralded 
by a series of measures, taken during last 
summer and autumn to integrate Jewish 
schools into the national system, which 
had as its declared aim the “Arabisation” 
of education. 

Shortly after this, though probably not 
related directly to it, was the expulsion 
from Morocco of Mr. A. Pollack, a Jew 
of Rumanian origin, who directed the 
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ORT trade school programme. Officially, 
the Moroccans kept quiet about the Pol- 
lack expulsion, but certain “well-informed 
circles” put it about that Pollack had 
been a “Zionist agent.” 

Alarmist rumours : While such foreign 
comments upon the situation of Moroc- 
can Jews as have been available here 
suggest that the Government's measures 
are inspired by a desire to prove its 
“Arabism,” there may be another expla- 
nation. 


The more politically conscious of 
Morocco’s Jews have been moving during 
the past year away from the pro-lstiqlal, 
“rightist” positions taken by such leaders 
as Meyer Obadiah, head of the Casa- 
blanca community, and toward support 
of the “leftist” opposition, reoresented by 
the Union Nationale des Forces Popu- 
laires (a tendency which emerged strongly 
in last summer’s elections for both the 
communal councils and the chambers of 
commerce and industry). 

This group, which has long recognised 
the inevitability of Morocco’s pan-Arab 
orientation, sought to dispel the wild and 
alarmist rumours which circulated about 
what might happen to the Jews with the 
arrival of President Nasser in Casablanca 
on January 3. or what might happen to 
Nasser himself. 

Synagogue check-up : But the rumours, 
which seem to have been planted by pro- 
vocateurs, continued to spread until their 
effect was plainly noticeable among the 
Casablanca police charged with security 
arrangements during the African summit 
conference. People had been arrested, ac- 
cording to some of these rumours. simply 
for appearing in public in “black clothes” 
or in “mourning.” 

Other accounts alleged that certain 
rabbis had displaved the Israeli national 
colours or recited prayers for Israel in 
Casablanca synagogues and that. as a re- 
sult, the police were checking the identi- 
ties of every person worshipping at these 
synagogues. 

Then, just a fortnight ago, came the 
arrest, for reasons unknown and unspe- 
cified of a certain Rabbi Wechsner, a 
Swiss subiect who directed a Jewish 
school in Casablanca. Also, it was stated, 
Victor Malka. a Casablanca journalist, 
was having difficulties because of an in- 
terview he published in an Algerian Jew- 
ish newsnaner. which attributed to ex- 
Premier Abdallah Ibrahim some sugges- 
tions on how to circumvent the Arab 
Postal Union ban on mail passing be- 
tween Morocco and Israel, a ban which 
has now been in effect for over a year. 

Time for frankness: When it became 
established that the Pisces shipwreck was 
actually a case of bona fide “clandestine” 
emigration, which might have serious re- 


CROWN PRINCE MOULAY HASSAN 
A plea unheeded? 


Percussions among Jews in Morocco, 
community leaders decided it was time to 
send a delegation to Crown Prince 
Moulay Hassan to discuss frankly the 
fears and worries of the community. 

Heading the delegation were the Grand 
Rabbi and Dr. Leon Benzaquen, who 
had been Minister of Posts and Tele- 
graphs in the first two independent Mo- 
roccan Governments of 1956-58 and who 
retains his excellent relations with most 
of the Moroccan leaders, both in and 
out of political power. 

Also at the audience were Interior 
Minister M’Barek Bekkai, who displayed 
his sympathy for the problems of Moroc- 
can Jewry on several occasions during his 
period as Prime Minister in 1956, and 
Ahmed Reda Guedira, also a former 
minister and now head of the Crown 
Prince’s Civil Cabinet. 

Rights and obligations: We have al- 
ready heard from Jewish sources (see J.0., 
January 20) that the delegation pleaded 
with the Crown Prince for some liberal- 
ising measures to improve the position 
of the community. But there was no hint 
of this in the later palace communique 
which referred to Jewish expressions of 
loyalty to the crown and the Prince’s 
assurance that Moroccan Jews had the 
same rights and obligations as all other 
Moroccan citizens. 

Any hopes there might have been that 
this interview would bring about an im- 
provement in the Jewish position were 
quickly shattered by the Information Mi- 
nister’s ominous warning this week of 
the possibility of “psychological condi- 
tions hostile to Moroccan Jews.” That 
“Zionist organisations” would be held to 
blame if such conditions were allowed to 
develop, seemed to foreign observers 
here a simple case of preparing the alibi | 
before the crime. | 
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IN THE NEWS 


ANXIOUS IRAQI 
EMBASSY 


FROM THE SECURE SHELTER of diplomatic | 
immunity from legal penalties for libel 
and defamation, the Iraqi Embassy, in its 
latest Bulletin, attempts to cast doubts 
on the reality of the JEWISH OBSERVER'S | 
own correspondent in Baghdad. It sug- 
gests that our reports have been con- 
cocted in London on the basis of pub- 
lished press reports and intelligent 
Speculation. I doubt whether anyone 
who has read our reports from Baghdad, 
since they first appeared many months 
before ‘the Kassem revolution, would 
share the Iraqis’ touching faith in our 
editorial perspicacity. 

The fact is that these reports, probably 
more than any others that have appeared 
anywhere else, have kept the outside 
world informed about what was really | 
going on in Iraq, and especially inside 
its ruling circles. They have been de- 
tailed, clearly well-informed, and very 
often have given news which had not yet 
been officially released in Iraq. Our cor- 
respondent also reported, as will be 
recalled, on the eve of Kassem’s coup 
against the King, that “something would 
happen that weekend” and he spelt out 
fairly clearly what was in the offing. 

All this has, of course, first puzzled 
and then annoyed the Iraqi authorities. 
Not only does our correspondent get the 
news which they are not anxious to pub- 
licise. but he also gets it to us with barely 
an interruption and without the censor- 
ship getting hold of it. 

This has now been going on for over 
three years. The Iraqi Embassy in Lon- 
don has received repeated instructions to 
find out who our correspondent is. It has 
tried in every possible way to discover 
the answer. Lately, the Ambassador and 
his staff have been badly rapped for their 
inability to do so. So, at last, in sheer 
desperation they have discovered that 
there is no correspondent, and they 
“prove” it by comparing a report from 
our correspondent with one that appeared 
in the Sunday Times. In fact, a compari- 
son of the full text of the two reports is 
instructive: it shows how much more 
detailed and specific our correspondent 
on the spot is than is Slade-Baker in 
Beirut. I fear that the Iraqi Embassy in 
London will have to do better than this 
to explain its failure to point out the 
JEWISH OBSERVER’S own correspondent 
to the Baghdad authorities, Mean- 
while, our own correspondent will con- 
tinue to work—in Baghdad, not London. 
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HEBREW UNIVERSITY STUDENTS JOIN PROFESSORS’ PROTEST 


Is there a case against truth? 


WHY DID TALMON REFUSE ? 


SOME FOUR YEARS ago, Over a casual sup- 
per at Tel Aviv’s Tzli Esh restaurant, 
Nehemia Argov, together with some col- 
leagues, talked about a biographical his- 
tory of Ben-Gurion on a grand scale, 


which would do justice to the man and | 
to his time. A number of possible and im- | 


possible names were mentioned, but, by 


the time Turkish coffee was served, there | 


was general agreement that the best man 
for the job—possibly the only one—was 
Yaacoy Talmon, Associate Professor of 
History at the Hebrew University and one 
of the outstanding historians of political 
ideas. Talmon was approached and 
offered every conceivable inducement to 
undertake this work. He was to have free 
access to Ben-Gurion and to all his pri- 
vate papers, as: well to the secret state 
archives. Moreover, he would get all the 
assistance and assistants that he would 
require. 

After giving this offer much thought, 
and after considerable hesitation, Talmon 
agreed. But even later there were times 
when Talmon was full of doubt about the 
advisability of proceeding with the pro- 
ject, and some months ago he appeared to 
have made up his mind against going on 
with it. 


Then, last week, the Israel Government 


| Press Office made public an exchange of 


correspondence between Professor Tal- 
mon and Ben-Gurion. These showed that 


| Talmon had definitely turned down the 


project. His reasons, he said, were that he 
felt that security and personal considera- 
tions might interfere with the integrity of 
his work. At the same time, he argued 
that the book should be written now 
while its principal characters were still 
alive and accessible, even if publication 
were delayed for some years. 

It seems to me a great pity that Tal- 
mon should have taken this line. For the 
greater part of his story—probably until 
1956—the question of security would 
hardly have arisen, and it certainly need 
not necessarily have affected his judgment 
or his integrity. And by the time he 
reached the more difficult contemporary 
years, the situation may well have changed 
—especially as Talmon envisaged that the 
writing of the whole work would take a 
considerable time, not less than five years. 
But I cannot resist the feeling that the 
real reason for Talmon’s refusal has to be 
sought not in these letters but in his life 
work on the study of totalitarian 
democracy. 
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aim convinced that the revolu- 
tionary or messianic movements of the 
Left must end up in a form of totalitar- 
ian dictatorship. And he now identifies 
Ben-Gurion’s messianism with his general 
theory, and believes that the detailed 
study of Ben-Gurionism would lead him 
inevitably to ‘this conclusion. That is 
Talmon’s position as I understand it. 
That is why he has joined the academic 
critics of Ben-Gurion, But it is based on 
a fundamental misunderstanding of Ben- 
Gurion’s role in Israel. What Talmon has 
overlooked in his appreciation of Ben- 
Gurion is that he is not trying by dic- 
tatorial means to impose an existing poli- 
tical philosophy on Israel. What Ben- 
Gurion is trying to do is to work out in 
practice a political philosophy which 
would give a modern expression to Is- 
rael’s needs and aspirations in the world 
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bewilderment among even the most 
hardened veterans of “affairs.” On 
Saturday, January 14, Israel’s Ambassa- 
dor to Ghana, Moshe Bitan, met Dr. 
Nkrumah. In the discussion, Bitan yoiced 
Israel's “dismay” at the Casablanca anti- 
Israel resolution. According to Israeli 
press reports which appeared on the 
following Monday, “a certain measure” 
of agreement was reached with Nkrumah. 

Three days later, this rather non- 
comittal report was negated by an official 
announcement from Nkrumah’s Office. 
This said: “A certain publication was 


| reported to have appeared in Israeli 
| newspapers concerning an audience re- 
| quested by the Israeli Ambassador in 


today. In the process of doing this, he | 


seeks to educate the Israeli public to the 
importance of linking responsibility with 
democracy—a point that appears to have 
been lost on the academic critics of Ben- 
Gurion. 


WHAT DID 
NKRUMAH MEAN? 


AN “AFFAIR” of another sort, which has 
been troubling Israelis, is the question of 
Israel's relations with Ghana after the 
Casablanca Conference (writes my cor- 
respondent in Jerusalem). The time- 
table of events in Accra during the 
past week has been enough to cause 


Z 


Accra in connection with the Casablanca 
conference, The Osagyefo (Nkrumah) 
wishes it to be known that he and the 
Government of Accra stand by the 
Casablanca Charter and resolutions” 


STING WAS MISSING 
On the face of it, the statement seemed 


| final. But Foreign Ministry officials in 


| conclusions, 


Jerusalem have learnt not to jump to 
especially where African 
affairs are concerned. In this particular 
case, officials were grasping at two 
straws, which, they hoped, might still 
show the picture to be less black than it 
appeared to be. One was the fact that, 
on Tuesday, a day before the Accra 
announcement, Nkrumah’s right-hand 
man, Minister of Agriculture Kodjio 
Botsio, had warmly lauded _Israeli- 


SENEGAL'S VADIODIO N’DAYE WITH MRS. MEIR 
Cold breeze from Africa, but still many warm friends 
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Ghanaian friendship and co-operation 
while addressing the inaugural opening 
of an Israeli exhibition in Accra. 

The second was that the semi-official 
Ghanaian News Agency, in its publica- 
tion of the Casablanca resolutions, had 
omitted the sting from the Israeli resolu- 
tion, stating only that the Arab-Israeli 
problem should be settled in accordance 
with U.N. and Bandung resolutions. 
Some Israeli officials wondered whether 
the Nkrumah statement on Wednesday 
referred to support of this relatively mild 
resolution, and whether the more extreme 
terms used in the “African Charter” of 
Casablanca were written in by the 
Egyptians after the Presidents of Ghana, 
Mali and Guinea had already left. 

But, despite these straws of hope, it is 
generally admitted that Israel must ex- 
pect further shocks in its relations with 
the neutralist countries of the Casablanca 
conference, and especially with Ghana. 
That country’s present tactical alliance 
with Nasser, and its rapid penetration by 
the Soviet Union and other communist 
countries hold little promise of expand- 
ing relations with Israel. 


MAKARIOS TAKES 
NO SIDES 


WHILE THEY WERE doubtful on some 
African developments, Foreign Ministry 


officials were relieved by others. This 
relief was almost audible when Zeev 
Levin, Israel's youngest Ambassador, 


finally presented his credentials to Presi- 
dent Makarios in Nicosia last Friday. 
Levin, who had been Consul-General on 
the island before its independence, waited 
months for this ceremony, During his 
meeting with Makarios, the President 
stressed that Cyprus wished to be friends 
with all countries, especially its neigh- 
bours, The inference was plain. Cyprus 
wished to be friends with both Arabs and 
Israelis, and to refrain from getting in- 
volved in their troubles. In this, Makarios 
has differed from the Greeks, who have 
not yet granted de jure recognition to 
Israel. 

Earlier in the week, the U.A.R. Am- 
bassador had arrived to take up residence 
on the island and to present his creden- 
tials. A glance at the names of the 
U.AR. Embassy staff makes one wonder 
whether the Cypriots’ great desire for 
neutrality in the Arab-Israeli conflict will 
be fully respected. The Ambassador, 
Lutfi, was declared persona non grata 
several years ago while serving as Egyp- 
tian Military Attaché in a European 
country, The charge: espionage. His new 
assistant in Cyprus had been asked to 
leave Iraq while serving in the U.A.R. 
Embassy in Baghdad, The reason: sub- 
versive activity against the Iraqi régime. 
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NEW TERROR IN EGYPT 


SIX THOUSAND IN NASSER’S SPECIAL JAILS 
REGIME’S OPPONENTS FACE DEATH BY TORTURE 


from our own correspondent 


Cairo: 

Beneath the neon glitter, the high- 
powered cars and the glass-eyed sky- 
scrapers that provide the public face of 
Cairo today, lies a reality as harsh and 
bitter as the Moscow of the Stalin era. 
On the surface everything has changed. 
Beneath it, the social system bears more 
resemblance to the Circassian Mameluke 
regime of the thirteenth century than to 
twentieth century social democracy. 

Now, as then, it is the officers who rule. 
Now, as then, they maintain their re- 
gime only by a highly organised security 
system, which relies on terror to impose 
its will. The officer regime is determined 
to stay in power. It can do so only by 
keeping down all those who might one 
day pose a threat to its hegemony. 

They can live only by plunder, thus the 
galloping “nationalisation” now under 
way. Thus, also, the take-over of Belgian 
banking interests on the flimsy pretext of 
Belgian imperialism in the Congo and/or 
“national interest.” What this means is 
officer interest. Once taken over, no at- 
tempt at all is made to develop these 
assets. 

One by one: That explains why the 
Russians, a chain of experience behind 
them, will not let the Egyptians touch 
any of the projects in which they have a 
hand. Aswan, whatever the propagandists 
might say, is a Russian and not an Egypt- 
ian undertaking. 

But, while the privileged enjoy the 
juice of the Belgian fruit, not all Egypt- 
ians look on in delight. For the people 
in general there is no benefit. The old 
school of lawyers, beys and politicians 
obviously disapprove, but are powerless, 
They wave their hands helplessly in the 
face of the growing economic crisis. But 
the little man, the peasant, the labourer, 
does not even realise that a crisis is upon 
him. His standard of life has always been 
low and he is sure in the knowledge that 
it cannot go lower. 

The only ones who could call a halt to 
the disastrous course being followed by 
the officers are behind bars, picked off 
one by one as their rebellious comments 
travelled down the channel of internal 
security. At this moment, Nasser has no 
fewer than 6,000 key intellectuals locked 
up in prison. 

Disappeared: Several camps house 
these unfortunates, but the two most im- 
portant are Fayoum and Maharik camps, 


where specially- trained punishment 
cliques, directed by carefully selected offi- 
cers, ensure that the spirit to rebel is era- 
dicated once and finally. The names of 
the officers in charge are no secret, They 
are whispered with awe and fright: Lieu- 
tenant Hilmi Issa at Fayoum, and Lieu- 
tenants Ali Bilal and Hasan Khalil at 
Maharik. 

Many of the prisoners handed oyer to 
these officers are never heard of again. 
Muhammed Othman, a _ well-known 
socialist in the Labour Syndicates, has 
disappeared. Ali al-Bayoumi, Fawzi al: 
Habashi and Ahmad Abdullah Shawqi 
have gone in the same way. Rushdy 
Khalil is another. The story of Dr. Farid 
Haddad is well known. And, in Syria, the 
same methods are pursued. 

No one dare talk openly about what 
goes on in these camps. No newspaper 
may mention them. But every one knows 


and dreads them. Nasser’s responsibility | 


for the camps is not direct, but he is fully 
aware that they exist, under the direction 
of officers close to him. 

Case of Dr. Haddad : Egyptians recog- 
nise that the western press never mentions 
the terrible incidents that take place, but 
certainly some western correspondents 


, know about them. Some of 
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Waiting, just waiting, a national preoccupation 
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incidents 
are so frightful that all the machinery of 
suppression in the world cannot keep 
them from general circulation. 

There was, for instance, the case of Di 
Farid Haddad. The police sent for hi 
widow to identify the tortured remains 
of her husband's body—and asked where 
she would like them buried. The official 


| verdict on Haddad, a popular figure with 


the working classes in Shoubrah, where 
he ran a free clinic, was that he “died of 
a cardiac crisis while under interrogation.” 
His tomb is still under police guard. 

A similar case was that of Shuhdi Atiyah 
ash-Shafi, a founder of the Marxist Re- 
search Centre, English language inspector 
and publisher of the communist news 
paper Gamahir, which sought the puri- 
fication of the Egyptian Communist 
Party, and a friend and collaborator of 
Khaled Mohieddin on his paper. He was 
arrested on the direct orders of Zakariah 
Mohieddin, the Minister of the Interior 
and Khaled’s brother, and handed over to 
Major Hasan Mounir, head of Abdu Zaa- 
bal Prison and an expert in the grosser 
forms of torture. 

Amins in disfayour : Ash-Shafi, author 
of the useful book The Evolution of the 
Egyptian National Movement (1882-1957), 
died at the hands of Mounir and his 
assistants, amongst them Lieutenants 
Mari Yusuf and Abdul-Latif Rushdi. 
But, in this instance, some of the game 
was given away by the brothers Amin, 
publishers of al Akhbar and Akhbar el 
Yom, two of the most popular news- 
papers. Nasser was forced to open an in- 
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vestigati has never forgiven the 
Amins for obliging him to do so. 

This is one of the publicised cases that 
has brought disturbing rumblings against 
Nasser. It has also served to put the com- 
munists on the same level of martyrdom 
as is accorded former nationalists who 
died at the hands of the “establishment.” 

Some of the intended victims are more 
fortunate. Through family connections 
with the agents of the “new imperialism,” 
as Nasserism is called in some circles, 
they have managed to obtain release from 
the camps and prisons before torture 
forced them to their graves. I have the 
names of sixty of them (see page 14). 
Many are physically ruined, but they are 
better off than the near six thousand more 
waiting death in Nasser’s prisons and 
camps. 

Masses untouched : This extraordinary 
list gives some indication of the intellec- 
tual quality of the opposition to Nasser. 
Certainly, the Egyptian communist moye- 
ment is in very elegant hands, rather as if 
the habitues of Chelsea, Hampstead and 
Belgravia had all been rolled into one. 

Their fate, however, is of little concern 
outside their own immediate family and 
organisational circles. It does not touch 
the mass of the people who are kept on 
excited tip-toe by new victories secured 
(the Casablanca resolution on Israel) and 
further victories promised. Aswan pro- 
vides Nasser with an expandable victory, 
a series of triumphs to be trumpeted 
each time another stage of the project is 
completed. 

But can he and the strain of keeping 
this victory going until 1970, which seems 
the earliest at which practical stages of the 
work can be completed? The prospect 
does not seem to trouble him, especially 
now that he has come to live the good 
life. He has put on a lot of weight and is 
establishing a reputation as something of 
a dandy, with his smart-Alec clothes (in- 
cluding silk shorts). 

Diabetes gets worse : Gone is the image 
of the purposeful officer, too busy with 
affairs of state to polish his buttons. In 
its place, we have the ageing bey, con- 
cerned for the cut of his cloth, complain- 
ing of twinges of gout and welcoming the 
pampering from those about him that he 
has come to expect. But the easy life is 
also exacting its price—his diabetes is get- 
ting worse, despite the ministrations of 
German and Russian specialists, and he 
has recently complained of acute insom- 
nia. 

As he has become more immersed in 
himself, so he bas grown less interested in 
the doings of the officer corps around 
him, much to the latter’s delight. It means 
that they can safeguard their interests 
without keeping a wary eye open for pos- 
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sible disapproval from above. They have 
already made sure that none will be forth- 
coming from below; nationalisation of 
the press made certain of that. 

Not that the masses really care. They 
are as apathetic as only a Middle Eastern 
people can be. Even Aswan excites them 
only temporarily. They can see plainly 
that this is a Russian enterprise and, des- 
pite the grandiose statistics, don’t really 
believe that it will affect their lives. It is 
just one of Nasser’s “big sticks”, by which 
he is able to keep the Russians working 
for him and the Americans begging at 
the door, 


Israel’s “bomb” shock: But the Rus- | 


sians have become wiser in recent 
months. They are not hurrying to get the 
high dam built and the electric power 
stations working, They know full well 


that they can afford to hang on longer | 


than Nasser can, and that the dam could 
well turn out to be a good present for the 
man willing to play the game their way. 
For the time being they are content to 
play along with the Egyptians. Amer, for 
example, came hack from Moscow full of 
big ideas and convinced that the “sky is 
the limit” as far as Russian aid is con- 
cerned. Unfortunately for him, some of 
the shine was taken off with the story that 
Israel had the atomic bomb. It can be de- 
nied from now to Doomsday, but no one 
will believe that Israel has not got the 
bomb. The shock to local morale was 
enormous. This probably accounts for 
Amer’s recent visits to army units and the 
accompanying pep talks to the troops. 
During the recent Aswan celebrations, 


UNLY IME YUUDU HAVE Uataois 
For their elders, the hardships are only too real 
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your correspondent tried to see for him- 
self how things were going, but Aswan is 
a closed field to Egyptians. Newspaper 
reports on progress, it transpires, are writ- 
ten mainly from government handouts. 
The Russians are not only in charge of 
the project, they are also in control of 
the security surrounding it and have no 
intention of throwing the site open to 
curious visitors. An expert idea might 
establish too much of the truth. 

Eyes on Libya: If Aswan cannot be 
kept on the boil, where is Nasser going to 


| find his next excitement? Despite the ap- 


parent accord at Casablanca, all is not as 
rosy as it seems in the African garden. 
Neither Nkrumah, Sekou Touré nor Mo- 
dibo Keita care to provide the subjects for 
Nasser’s African empire. They thought 
they had managed to keep his pretensions 
somewhat in check by agreeing in ad- 
vance that no speeches at the Casablanca 
conference should be published. Nasser 
got over this one, however, by leaking his 
text to the officially controlled Middle 
East News Agency which “learned” most 
of what he said. 

But with great African victories for the 


| time being ruled out, the President still 


has hopes of a lesser, if important, one 
nearer home. He has his eyes on Libya, 
or more specifically Cyrenaica, where 
there has been massive Egyptian infiltra- 
tion in recent months. 

There seems little doubt that if King 
Idris goes, Nasser will take over, But, 
perhaps, the most curious aspect of this 
situation is that the Americans seem to be 
condoning the succession. They seem not 
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to have learned that where Nasser goes, 
the Russians soon follow. The recent his- 
tory of the Middle East, and some parts 
of ‘Africa, provide sufficient evidence. 
Heads and tails: Nasser, of cours 
pleased to play along with the Ameri 


on the Libyan issue. He has to have vic- 
tories, if only to keep his own left at bay. 
And in that fact lies the whole key to 
Egypt's future. For, if there is ever to be 
a reaction to the present set-up, it will 


SAAD AT-TAYIH, formerly of the news- 
paper Masaa; 

ADIB DIMITRI, professor and member 
of the staff of Masaa; 

YUSUF DARWISH, leading lawyer and 
the head of a publishing house; 
IBRAHIM AMER, journalist on the staff 
of al Gumhuriya, well-known for 

his writings on communism; 

ALI AL-DALI, member of the staff of 
al Gumhuriya; 

ABDUL-MAGUID ATIYAH, journalist; 
AHMAD SHAWOI ABDUL-HAKIM, journal- 
ist, specialist on peasant folklore; 
ABDUL-MUNIM SUBHI, journalist; 
RA’FAT AL-KHAYYAT, a leading broad- 
caster on the state radio system; 
SAAD ABDUL-MATAL, head of an Alex- 
andria communist publishing house; 
MAJOR MAHMOUD AL-MONASTERLI, for- 
merly in the tank corps, well-known 

left-wing writer; 

ASSAD HALIM, left-wing writer and 
publisher; 

MRS. ASMA HALIM, his wife, formerly 
of Rose el Youssef and Sabbah al- 
Khair, well-known writer; 

SADIQ SAAD, engineer and writer on 
problems of the fellah; 

MUHAMMAD AL-KHAFIF, pharmacist; 

RAYMOUND DOUWAIK, head of “Twen- 
tieth Century” publishing house, 
ete; 

HUSAIN TAWFIQ TALAAT, engineer, col- 
laborator with Douwaik; : 
MUHAMMAD ABBAS SID AHMAD, writer, 
specialist on international affairs; 
ILHAM SAIF AN-NASR, head of “New 

Democracy” publishing house; 

LUTFALLAH NADIM, head of Dar an- 
‘Nadim publishing house; 

IBRAHIM ABDUL-HALIM, head of Dar al- 
Fikr publishing house; 

FU’AD HADDAD, poet and publisher; 

DR. LOUIS AWWAD, major figure in 
Egyptian letters, English specialist 
and former U.N. official; 

MAHMOUD AS-SAADANI, well known 
critic, formerly with’ Rose ef Yous- 


UMAR RUSHDI, well-known publisher, 
formerly published Malayin (The 
Millions), worked for the newspaper 
Masaa, speaks several East Europ- 
ean languages, notably Hungarian; 


MARY PAPADOPOULE, teacher in the 
lycee run by the Egyptians at 
Heliopolis; 


GAMAL GHALI, employed at the same 
lycee, foremost leader of the Student 
Federation; 


RELEASED FROM NASSER’S JAILS 


Among those recently released from Egyptian prisons and prison camps, following 
the intervention of relatives, were: 
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come through the left. The old gang can 
be forgotten. The Egyptians today look 
to Russia and China for the lead. They 
utterly reject the west. 

That is the core of the western dilem- 
ma, as Harold Beeley will soon discover 
when he arrives here. If Nasser stays, so 
do the Russians. If Nasser goes, in come 
the communists. Saye for some unforsee- 
able political miracle, its the Russians 
either way. 


MUSTAFA BAHIG NASSAR, formerly of 
Masaa and Cairo radio; 

SAAD ZAHRAN, well-known writer on 
politics and mathematics; 

FAWZI MANSUR, lawyer, writer 
peasant matters; 

HASAN FU’AD, lawyer, wrote for Rose 
el Youssef and Sabah al-Khair; 

YUSUF HILMI, lawyer; 

ADIL HUSAIN, engineer; 

MU'IN BASSISE, poet and writer (from 
Palestine); 

SAAD RAHMUI, leading student organ- 
iser and a “hero” of the Suez 
guerilla fighting; 

zuupt, leading Egyptian cartoonist; 

ABU'L-FADL AL-GUIZAW1, former deputy 
and well-known critic; 

MAHMOUD AL-ALIM, well-known teacher 
and left-wing writer; 

ALI AL-SHALAKANI, lawyer and journal- 


on 


ist, ran the foreign column of 
Masaa; 
DR. ABDUL-AZIM ANIS, worked for 
Masaa, 


PHILLIPPE GALLAB, worked for Masaa; 

GAMIL —ABDUL-SHAFI, worked for 
Masaa; 

MRS. AIDA THABET, worked for Masaa; 

MRS. LAILA AL-GIBALI, worked for 
Masaa; 

MRS. UMAIMA ABDU'N-NASR, a leading 
figure on Masaa; 


TAHIR) =ABDUL-HAKIM, worked for 
Masaa; 
ISMAIL AL-MAHDAWI, teacher, also. 


worked for Masaa; 

LUTFI AL-KHOULI, lawyer, writer, play- 
wright, also worked for Masaa; 
DR. HUSAIN KAMALEDDIN, university 

teacher, worked for Masaa; 

ADLU BARSOUM ABDUL-MALIK, teacher, 
worked for Masaa; 

ADIL THABET, leader in the Partisans 
for Peace movement; 

FATHI KHALIL, writer, teacher, mem- 
ber of Rose el Youssef staff, known 
for anti-American views; 

GAMAL KAMIL, worked for Rose el 
Youssef and Sabah al-Khair; 

ABDUL-SATTAR AL-TAWILAH, worked for 
Rose el Youssef and Sabah al- 
Khair; 

DR. ISMAIL SABRI ABDALLA, university 
teacher and economi 

DR. FU’AD MORSI, university teacher 
and economist; 

FAWZI GUIRGUIS, a Copt, government 
official, writer on politics; 

INJA AFLATOUN, a Partisan of Peas 

ZARIF ABDULLA, lawyer, writer, spe. 
cialist on modern China. 
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“ISRAELIS wit @iry 
TO EXPAND” 


AMER’S “BE ALERT” 
WARNING TO TROOPS 


U.A.R. Vice-President Amer made a 
surprise visit to Egyptian troops on 
manoeuvres in the Canal Zone last week 
and told them to beware of a future 
Israeli attempt to seize “another part of 
the Arab world.” 

Accompanied by the Army and Air 
Force Chiefs of Staff, Amer, who is also 
Commander-in-Chief of the U.A.R. 
armed forces, watched manoeuvres and a 
parade and then addressed the men. He 
told them: 

“The presence of Israelis in Arab 
Palestine means that the Israelis have 
usurped part of the Arab world. The 
Israelis, in future, will try to expand by 
seizing another part of the Arab world. 
By usurping part of the Arab world, 
Israel became our enemy; therefore we 
should always stand ready to win back 
the rights of the Palestine people.” 

Something to strive for: Amer con- 
tinued: “To sacrifice our lives to win 
back Palestine is exactly the same as 
sacrificing our lives to defend Damascus 
or Cairo.” Stressing the need for training, 
he urged the assembled troops to be 
“ideal” soldiers. 

“The social system we are striving 
to achieve provides equal opportunity 
for all to find suitable jobs and train 
themselves in modern warfare.” 

By training steadily and carrying on 
with their sacrifices, Amer stated, the 
armed forces would be able to contribute 
to the well-being of the future genera- 
tions by building up industrial plants and 
reclaiming desert land. It was essential 
that “these facts are given due regard and 
that your officers should always instruct 
you on these matters. It is essential to 
know that we are fighting for the fulfil- 
ment of a really big aim.” 

The people pay: As members of the 
fighting forces, theirs was the first re- 
sponsibility for protecting national unity. 
To carry out this task they had to be 
invariably prepared to make sacrifices. 
“For this reason you must carry on with 
your training and maintain our arms 
which belong to the people and are paid 
for by the people.” 

However, Amer stressed, their obliga- 
tions were not to the Republic alone. “As. 
members of the armed forces, we should 
always stand ready to defend any Arab 
country against any foreign aggression 
By doing so we will be defending our- 
selves. Misfortunes suffered by any Arab, 
wherever he may be, are suffered by us 
too.” 
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a stout roof 
over his 
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to provide each 


newcomer with 


a home. But what 


are needed, of 
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only homes, but 
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cultural centres- 
the building of a 
dynamic modern society. 
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AFRICA 


FIRST FRUITS 
OF CASABLANCA 


MALI EJECTS THE FRENCH 


from our own correspondent 


Bamako : 
To Mali goes the palm for being the 


first country to implement one of the | 


Casablanca conference resolutions. Her 
leader, Modibo Keita, announced at the 
weekend that France had been asked for 
the “rapid removal” of all her troops and 
military bases from the country. (The 
French put the number of their armed 
forces in Mali at 1,500), 

His government's decision, said Keita, 
was based on the conviction that a young 
African state could not tolerate the pre- 
sence on its territory of the troops of the 
former colonial power, unless it was will- 
ing to abandon part of its sovereignty. 
Mali was, however, prepared to continue 
co-operation with France on the basis of 
“non-interference in internal affairs.” 

One of the Casablanca conference reso- 
lutions, which Mali adopted together with 
the U.A.R., Ghana and Guinea, called 
for the disappearance of “foreign troops 
and bases that endanger the liberation of 
Africa.” By implementing this resolution, 
Keita has stolen a march on critics within 
his own party who believed him too 
closely attached to France and not suffi- 
ciently keen on the proposed union be- 
tween Mali, Ghana and Guinea. 

Still being considered: On the latter 
point he still seems to have doubts, What- 
ever the enthusiasms in Accra and Con- 
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A multiplicity of pressur 


akry for union, the nearest I could get 
from official circles here in the way of a 
comment was: “The question is being 
considered.” The plan provides for a com- 
mon parliament, common currency and a 
joint national bank, 

Outright opponents of the union are 
more yocal. Ghana and Guinea, they 
pointed out, failed to agree last year on 
the question of a union between the two. 
Why, then, should the addition of Mali to 
the duo make union more feasible? These 
arguments are particularly telling at a 
time when Mali is licking the wounds 
suffered during the short-lived federation 
with Senegal.* 


| the extreme left, where it is viewed as an 
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MODIBO KEITA AT CASABLANCA 
is this where he calls a halt? 
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opportunity to strengthen the Mali econ- 
omy and split the pro-French group of 
independent African states led by Hou- 
phouét-Boigny of the Ivory Coast. Lead- 
ers of the left-wing “unionists” include 
Interior Minister Madeira Keita and for- 
mer minister—now U.N. representative 
—Hamane Have. 

Battle for power : But even Have has a 
reservation—he does not trust Nkrumah. 
The Ghana leader, he holds, “is plan- 
ning too much and is trying to further 
his own ambitions, to the detriment of 
other African states.” 

For the moment, however, the “union- 
” are too busily engaged in the cur- 
rent local battle for power to have much 
time to spare for external power politics. 
The extreme left has embarked on a cam- 
paign to secure a Cabinet reshuffle which 
would give them closer control over the 
economy. Their target is Prime Minister 
Modibo Keita, whom they accuse of go- 
ing slow on the socialisation of the 
country. 

This group would also like closer ties 
with “progressive” African countries. It 
was their encouragement which got the 
Prime Minister to the Casablanca con- 
ference earlier this month, thus widening 
further the gap between himself and 
France. 

Pressures resented: But Keita seems 


* Senegal and the French Sudan joined to 
form the Mali Federation following the 
French grant of independence in June 
1960. In August, Senegal proclaimed its 
own independence. The former French 

Sudan has continu-d the use of the name 
ali 
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to have! ed as far left as he wants to 
go for the time being, and is increasingly 
coming to resent the pressures put on him 
by French communist “advisers.” He is 
hoping to forestall the extreme left by 
himself initiating a reshuffle of port- 
folios—one which would underpin his 
leadership. 

Another suggestion being mooted in 
moderate circles is that Keita should give 
up the Premiership and hand over to 
Jean Marie Koné, a middle-of-the-road 
politician and the present President of the 
National Assembly. Basic to this sugges- 
tion is the idea that Koné would take 
over the Foreign Ministry, too, but this 
is being vigorously contested by the left- 
wing groups which want to see Mali in 
the vanguard of the “progressive” forces 
in Africa. 

However, with the present near-bal- 
ance of moderate and progressives, it is 
unlikely that we will see any far-reaching 
changes. There may be a small scale re- 
distribution of portfolios, but the general 
structure will probably remain unaffected 
for the time being. 

Help from Germany: Some kind of 
political status quo is essential if the Gov- 
ernment is to turn its attention to the 
serious economic situation. This has 
suffered further deterioration due to the 
delay in the delivery of supplies which are 
now being brought in through the Ivory 
Coast port of Abidjan, in preference to 
the Senegal port of Dakar. 

These delays have already caused a 
substantial reduction in the national 
stockpile of such an essential as fuel. 
There is every possibility that the entire 
country will come to a standstill if this 
situation is not soon remedied. 

One of the difficulties is the alrming 
shortage of tankers and trucks to channel 
the supplies from Abidjan. This is made 
even worse by the appalling state of a 
large section of the highway along which 
supplies must travel. The problem should 
be partly alleviated by implementation of 
a reported agreement between the govern- 
ment and Krupp, under which the West 
German firm will supply some 300 trans- 
port vehicles (worth £14 million) against 
West German imports of peanuts and 
cotton. 

USS. provides aid: But, so far, I have 
been unable to obtain confirmation of this 
deal from any official source. No one can 
say when the trucks are expected to ar- 
rive or whether they will arrive here 
in time to avert the threatening supply 
crisis. 

European communist countries appear 
in no hurry to proffer their much-vaunted 
assistance to underdeveloped countries. 
Economic missions from a number of 
satellite countries have been here re- 


JEWISH OBSERVER AND MIDDLE FAST REVIEW 


JEAN. MARIE KONE 
Too moderate for the left 


cently, but so far only the Czechs have 
come up with any kind of trade deal—a 
credit for the purchase of agricultural 
machinery. 

The west, particularly the U.S., has 
come off a little better. The U.S. signed 
an agreement on January 4 for the supply 
of $2 million worth of aid to include 
petroleum and lubricants, cement, road 
building and agricultural equipment. Bri- 
tain has given three D.C.3 aircraft which 
the government is using to inaugurate its 
national airline, employing French-speak- 
ing pilots. France has loaned 525 techni- 
cians and released vast sums for the 
improyement of roads and the construc- 
tion of a very much needed barrage at 
Sotuba. 

Guineans angry : The only other coun- 
try to have made a mark with aid and 
assistance is Israel, whose nationals are 
engaged in a number of projects. It was 
probably the locally employed Israelis 
who more than anyone took the slap in 
the face represented by the Casablanca 
conference resolution on Israel, to which 
Mali was a signatory. 

The country has a tremendous need 
for further assistance, technical and 
financial, in almost every sphere of deve- 
lopment, but there is not the great desire 
to seek it from the communists that 
might have been expected. This is pro- 
bably due to the discouraging reports 
received from Guinea, where the govern- 
ment of Sekou Touré is said to be cut 
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up over the type and quality: of goods 
received from the Soviet Union under 
trade agreements. 

There is considerable scope here, as 
elsewhere in Africa, for the western 
powers to show their disinterested con- 
cern in the well-being of a newly- 
independent and under-developed state. If 
Prime Minister Keita is to hold on to 
his shaky and still rather moderate re- 
gime, he has to produce some plump 
economic rabbits from the hat. If the 
west will not supply them, then the com- 
munists undoubtedly will—on their own 
term: 
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Let us suppose that the official guides | 


have shown you all “you ought to 
and have stuffed you with facts and 
figures until you no longer know the dif- 
ference between Tnuva and Hamashbir, 
between a boxer and a dachshund. 

Let us further suppose that you have 
visited all the uncles, aunts and second 
cousins who happen to live in this Holy 
Land, and have conveyed. greetings— 
which you promised to do in a moment 
of weakness before setting out from 
England—to a grocer in Affuleh, a house- 
painter in Beersheba and a very plain 
typist in Acre. 

Having done all this, you still have 
a week over to enjoy your trip, just to 
see things that no one has shown you, 
or just to stand and stare—an activity 
which your guides, anxious to keep you 
occupied every minute of the day, have 
refused to allow you 

Extraordinary Isra The first thing 
I would do is take the train, repeat train, 
from the toy-like station in Jerusalem to 
Tel Aviv. You will encounter some dif- 
ficulty at the outset, when you ask the 
man at your hotel what time the train 
leaves for Tel Aviv. He will try hard to 
dissuade you from using this form of 
locomotion. He will tell you that you can 
do the trip in half the time by car. He 
will tell you that the few pence saved 
are not worth the effort. He will tell you 
that you will meet on the train persons 
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who are not of your class, “Why go by 
train, anyway?”, he will ask, surprised. 
Take no notice of his little speech. 
Stand up for your rights, and you will 
spend a couple of hours of pure 
delight as the train cuts its way 
through the hills of Judea, revealing 
some lovely countryside that you do 
not see at all when you rush down to 

Tel Aviv—at 45 m.p.h.—with other 

tourists in a softly sprung 1961 

American car. 

The people you meet on the train are 
very ordinary Israelis, but ordinary 
Israelis are sometimes quite extraordinary. 
Do not be afraid to talk to them, but- 
and here is a word of warning—unless 
you speak modern Hebrew fluently, stick 
to English. One or two of them are 
bound to understand it. Do not try broken 
Hebrew, classical or Biblical. If your 
French is good, pick out a young North 
African immigrant and talk to him in 
that language. 


MAKING THE WORLD 
SEEM GOOD 


Once you have arrived in Tel Aviv, 
no one can really tell you what to do. 
Just wander about the streets, keep your 
eyes and ears open, pop into shops that 
appeal to you. If you see an Oriental 
cafe, and the smells attract you, try your 
luck. Order shashlik, an eastern salad, a 
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WHY HORIZON COSTS SO LITTLE 
In 1961 Horizon has booked over 1,000 
complete flights and a vast allocation of the 
best rooms at the best hotels. ve over 
on your air ticket and enjoy the best 
all-in rate, 

WHY HORIZON IS IN A CLASS BY ITSELF 
In 1949 Horizon pioneered all-inclusive air 
holidays to the Mediterranean. As you 
might expect, the first is often the best. 


HORTON [ite 


ane ee ee a ee 


ANCIENT ACRE 
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plate of humus. In a few minutes, your 
mouth will be burning, and then you will 
feel exceptionally dry. Order a glass of 
arak, but do not drink it neat. I recom- 
mend one part arak with three parts 
water. When you add the water, the arak 
turns white and looks like milk. It has 
an aniseed flavour. If you are used to 
drinking vodka, take one third arak, two 
thirds water. After such-a meal, the world 
will seem good to you, and you will be 
ready to see the sights. 


Of the three hundred and thirty- 
three buildings you might visit in Tel 
Aviv, I would advise you to see three: 
the Glass Museum, the Herzlia Gym- 
nasium—meaning secondary school— 
and the Kremlin, meaning the Federa- 
tion of Labour headquarters. 

It may well be that you are not 
museum-minded, but this museum is not 
like others. It is not museumy, mouldy 
or moth-eaten. It is a bright place, and 
not only are the exhibits delightful in 
themselves, but they are excellently dis- 
played. An hour spent there is an hour 
well spent indeed. 

Living monument: The Gymnasium, 
in my opinion, is worth a visit for a very 
different reason. It was the school of the 
leaders who have made a name for them- 
selves in the State. Ben-Yehuda may 
have created modern Hebrew, but the 
language would have remained more or 
less unused, had not the Gymnasium 
trained generation after generation to see 
in it the language of normal, every- 
day discourse, 

Here the new Palestine was given the 
spirit that made the dry bones live, and 
I think that the typical sabra is the fruit 
which fell from the tree of the Herzlia 
Until last year it stood at the end of 
Herzl Street, one of the oldest buildings 
in Tel Aviv. It has now moved far north, 
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and is mM ) the newest buildings in Tel | 
Aviv. 

Whatever one may think of the labour 
movement in Israel, and it has some very 
bitter enemies, no one can deny that it | 
has played an enormous part in building | 
up the country. Israel today is unthink- 
able without it. Its fairly new buildings 
are a living monument to the way the 
pennies of the proletariat have been 
spent. 

When the building was opened, Premier 
Ben-Gurion sighed for the days when 
there were only rough benches to sit on, 
and some romantics see in this huge 
edifice the end of the ideals that made 
the moyement strong. 

Make a point of visiting the building, 
talk to the people who work there, and 
form your own judgement about the | 
significance of the labour movement in 
the life of Israel. 


DON’T CHOOSE TEL AVIV 
FOR QUIET 


However, I hasten to add, you do not 
need to see buildings at all. Tel Aviv is 
so dynamic a city, that every street, every 
hour of the day has something exciting | 
to offer. It is not a quiet city. It is not | 
restful for the nerves. If you are looking | 


| time. 


for quiet and serenity, take the first bus 
out. 


| when endless shades and variations of 


TEL AVIV—NOT FOR THOSE SEEKING REST 
But the girls, say the journalists, are more beautiful than in Europe 
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A wise tourist will get out of his car | 
at Zena Dizengoff Square—a gallant re- 
ference to the wife of the first mayor of | 
Tel Aviv—and walk up one side of the 
street that leads from it, dropping in at 
‘one or two antique shops, and walk down 
the other side, dropping in at some of 
the “exclusive” shops, which sell you 
things as chic and full of class as any- 
thing in Bond Street, as well as things 
as vulgar and Levantine as in... well, 
I will not say where. Something for 
everybody’s taste. 

If you are tired of walking and shop- 
ping, choose the cafe which has the 
largest number of clients sitting at its 
pavement tables and sit there too. After 
that Tuncheon, you will not need.to eat 
of the cream-covered cakes (“All the 
calories removed, madam”). Order a tea 
or a coffee, and sit and watch the crowds 
go by. You will not be wasting your 


You will see urban Israel in the 
raw, and learn more about the people of 
Israel than a hundred pamphlets can | 
teach you. Moreover, foreign journalists 
say that you can see more beautiful girls 
walk by than in any city in Europe. No | 
comment. | 

Getting the best view : Jerusalem is as 
quiet as Tel Aviv is noisy. There is no 
end to what may be seen and enjoyed in 
this Holy City, 


Splendidly glorious are its sunsets, 
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light and colour play upon the hills of 
Moab, and the walls of Suleiman the 
Magnificent are tinged with gold. 

From many points in the new city 
you get glimpses of the old. One way 
is to drive up to U.N. headquarters 
and stop your car about a hundred 
yards from the entrance. From there 
you get a quite incredible view of 
ancient Jerusalem, of the Golden Gate 
and all the places made famous in the 
Bible story. 

An excellent view is also to be had 
by walking up the street opposite the 
Government Printing Press. But the best 
view of all is the one you find for your- 
self. Be careful not to cross the frontier 
for, although you will later be released 
and returned to Israel, the Jordanian 
Legion will have an uncomfortable inter- 
rogation awaiting you. The roof of the 
“Temple of Solomon” (Heichal Shlomo) | 
on King George Avenue provides the | 
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stage for a staggering picture of the 
whole of Jerusalem, old and new, and the 
guardians of the “Temple” receive visit- 
ors very warmly. 

Into the compound : If you happen to 
be a lawyer, you should give yourself a 
morning in the Russian Compound. There 
the Supreme Court sits, and if you take 
with you an interpreter who knows Heb- 
rew and English well, you will enjoy 
your busman’s holiday. You will also 
begin to understand many aspects of 
Israel life until then quite unknown to 
you. 

Even if the law is of no interest to you, 
it is worth walking around in the com- 
pound, with its church with the green 
cupolas, with the broken column lying 
on the ground, said to have been intended 
for the Temple. Worth it too, for a sight 
of the old Russian peasant women, who 
came here as pilgrims before the First 
World War and could not get back to 
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Russia, Our equivalent of @.. Yard 
is in this same compound, and from one 
of the roofs you can see the old Hadas- 
sah on Mount Scopus. In short, two 
thousand years of history meet the eye 
from this Migrash Harussim. 

If you are a book-lover, a feast awaits 
you in Jerusalem, for here can be found 
Shocken’s priceless collection of incuna- 
bula. The scrolls from the Desert of 
Judea are here. In Hayatzelet Street you 
can find rare books printed during the 
last four hundred years. In Salome Street 
—it used to be Princess Mary Avenue— 
there is one bookshop which sells rare 
maps of Palestine. Opposite, is the oldest 
bookseller in Jerusalem, his shelves filled 
with all kinds of books, and some of 
them are bound to interest you. 

Magic and antibiotics: If you are re- 
ligious, do not miss praying in the Italian 
Eshnoga, brought over whole from Italy. 
Do not forget to look round the Kook 
Foundation, where you can see manu- 
scripts in the actual handwriting of 
Maimonides. But you haye to be very 
morbid to enjoy the horrors of Mount 
Zion—worth skipping. 

The doctor will find everything in Jeru- 
salem to interest him, cures by magic and 
treatment by antibiotics. Hadassah Hos- 
pital is built, but it will not be in work- 
ing order until late in 1961, so for a 
hospital that is truly modern, one should 
make a special point of visiting the Ku- 
pat Holim hospital not far from Petach 
Tikva, known as the Beilinson. “We have 
nothing like it in the States,” say the 
Americans a little sadly. 


AWAY FROM 
THE CITIES 


The countryside of Israel has, perhaps, 
more to offer the visitor than the towns. 
I will therefore not touch upon Haifa and 
the other towns, though there is plenty 
to say about the glory of the Carmel, 
where Elijah made history, of Tiberias 
with its synagogue at Capernaum and its 
hot baths which have cured the sick for 
hundreds and thousands of years, of 
Beersheba, which, until the coming of 
Israel was a one-street Sleepy Hollow for 
desert Beduin, and is now a good-sized 
town. All of them have their thrills and 
delights, but there is no room here to 
pick out the highspots for the visitor. 

If you come from England, where 
the orange does not grow, you may 
spend an ideal afternoon enjoying the 
simple pleasures of an orange grove. 
The fragrance is intoxicating, and an 
orange—a Jaffa orange—you have 
yourself plucked from the tree and 
eaten tastes better than the best orange 
sold in Covent Garden. 


January 27, 1961 


You Iso find grapefruit, tanger- 
ines and other citrus fruits, golden under 
the Israel sun. Talk—if you can—to the 
workers, listen to the owner's grouses, 
and then walk for golden miles under the 
fruit-laden branches. You can reach the 
silence of these groves within a quarter 
of an hour from the noise of Allenby 
Road—by car, of course. 

Fearsome Negev : In striking contrast 
to the green and peace of the Sharon and 
its groves stands the forbidding, frighten- 
ing, fearsome Negev—the greatest chal- 
lenge to the Jew of today, the greatest 
challenge to the Israeli of tomorrow. 
Here are our Grand Canyons, here is our 
Wild West, here are King Solomon's 
Mines. The Negev is an open invitation 
to us to open up our own mines, for here, 
it is said, Nature has hidden endless 
storehouses of treasure, the treasure that 
Ben-Gurion calls upon us to find. There 
are parts of the Negev where you can- 
not go unarmed, and parts you will never, 
for all your bravery, discover. 

Nevertheless, there are many sensible 
men prepared to swop the whole of 
the Negev for half of Galilee. Christ- 
ians will certainly find more to interest 
them in the soft green landscape of 

Galilee, where much of the story of 

the Gospels takes place, than in the 

harsh greys and browns of the Negev. 

Jews too, of many kinds, prefer the 

trees and water of the north to the 

howling desert of the south. All a 

matter of taste. 

A moonlight trip on Lake Kinneret, a 
visit to Beth Zerah—Degania, the first 
kibbutz, has its attractions, but is for 
conformers, not nonconformists—a view 
over the lake from the Mount of Temp- 
tation, all these leaye an impression on 
the receptive mind, which will not fade, 
however many years may pass. My first 
view of Lake Tiberias (Kinneret), as you 
drive from Nazareth, is as fresh and ex- 
citing as when I first saw it thirty-seven 
years ago. 

But in these days, there is a grand 
sight, one which could not be seen even 
five years ago. I refer to the Huleh Valley. 
In 1961, you see mile after green, run- 
ning mile of rich, luscious land under the 
plough. In years gone by, Lake Huleh 
(you will still sce it on all the maps) and 
its swampy neighbourhood were the 
home of the buffalo and the anopheles 
mosquito. 

Today it is rich agricultural land. Not 
only should you cross the lake dry-footed, 
but you should also climb—or drive—to 
one of the mountain tops and see the car- 
pet, stretching for mile upon mile, of 
greens and reds and browns—and silver, 
where the carp pounds are. 

How the Crusaders lived: Although 
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Israelis will ask you, “Where on earth is 
it?”, you must, when in Galilee, find your 
way—up to your knees in irises—to the 
ruins of the crusading castle of Montfort. 
Some of the way, you have to go on foot 
through wild country, but when you have 
arrived, you are in a land which seems 
not to have been trodden by the foot of 
man for a good thousand years. This is 
not really Israel, nor is it Palestine. It is 
much more the Holy Land as pictured by 
a mediaeval monk. 

You can climb—but with care—in and 
over the ruins, and you will get a pretty 
clear idea of how the Crusaders lived be- 


fore they were driven out by the Moslem 
conquerors. 

If you are not sated by now with mag- 
nificent sights and incredible natural 
beauties; if you have not yet become 
satisfied with what the Jews have made 
of a poor desert land, then go by the 
mountain road from the Christian village 
of Rama to the Mediterranean. Then tell 
me whether you remember any road in 
Europe quite as thrilling as this. 

As for the rest of the country, you 
must come back to see it. You cannot 
possibly digest more in one visit. 

EDG. 
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HOW TO RUN 
AN AIRLINE 


LOWER FARES MEAN HIGHER 
EL AL PROFITS 


Now its El Al's turn to laugh. The 
Israel Airline, which in the first days of 
its operations was the butt of every op- 
erator (and many passengers) in the busi- 
ness, has not only lived down its early 
reputation, but has forged ahead to such 


an extent that, today, the official air trans- | 


port organisation lists it amongst the first 
three in the world for efficiency on the 
U.S.-Europe-Middle East route. 

Founded in 1949 with a very small 
nucleus of personnel, El Al now has 
1,500 employees in Israel and other coun- 
tries. In 1959-60, after allowing for all 
depreciation and loan interest payments, 
El Al showed a profit of 1£60,000 (about 
£12,000). 

Just how difficult it is to turn a profit 
in airline operations is shown by the fact, 
revealed by El Al's managing director, 
Brig.-Gen. E. Ben-Arzi, that the 1£60,000 
the Israelis earned from their airline were 
made possible only by a turnover of I£41 
million (about £8 million). 

World record: This year, the figure is 
expected to increase to 1£49 million, and 
by 1965-66 to I£85 million, getting on for 
six times the 1956-57 figure of I£15 mil- 
lion, But a bigger turnover is not enough. 
Actual income must be increased and 
costs held steady, or better still, cut. Only 
then can there be any prospect of profits. 

Another factor to be considered is ait 
craft utilisation. The more hours an air- 
craft is in the air with passengers, and the 
fewer on the ground, the better it pays off. 
With its Britannias, El Al has reached a 
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ONE OF EL AL'S NEW BOE| 


Paris to Tel Aviv in three hours and fifty minutes 


world record in plane utilisation of well 
over eleven hours out of every twenty- 
four. 

In this particular sector of airline econo- 
my, El Al has in fact reached its optimum 
efficiency. Because of the fact that flights 
are curtailed on Fridays (the eve of the 
Sabbath) and stopped on Saturdays, the 
Israel line has only 270 full operating days 
a year, and now that the maximum has 
been reached, other ways have to be 
found to increase profitability. 


More passengers : So far, this has been 
done by cutting costs, carrying more pas- 
sengers (last year the figure reached 
100,000), spreading the load by promoting 
tourism and more winter flying, and by 
the acquisition of still larger, faster and 
more luxurious planes. 

The latest aircraft to join El Al's fleet 
of Britannias is the Boeing 707 jet air- 
liner, of which El Al hope to be operating 
three in the near future. Two have al- 
ready been purchased, and an option ob- 
tained on a third. 

The Boeing 707, which inaugurated El 
Al's jet service from New York to Lydda 
via Paris, took off three weeks ago, and 
set up a record for the trip between Paris 
and Tel Aviv, taking only three hours and 
fifty minutes. The total flying time from 
New York to Lydda was just five minutes 
under ten hours. 

By next month there will be two weekly 
Boeing services between London, Tel Aviv 
and New York, and by the summer there 
will also be a New York-Lydda non-stop 


| jet flight, the longest in the international 


air service network. 

Popular Britannias : El Al's Britannias 
will continue in service on all routes. They 
are considered to be important passenger- 
getters for El Al, and have been popular 
with passengers and airline alike ever 
since they captured the speed record for 
the Atlantic crossing when they were in- 


| 


troduced on the route by El Al. 

More good news for intending El Al 
passengers is contained in an announce- 
ment by El Al's U.K. manager, M. Tourel, 
Subject to Government approval, which 
is expected to be given shortly, fares to 
Israel are to be considerably reduced 
from their present minimum of £141.15.0 
on April 1. 

A 23-day excursion tourist fare will be 
introduced, costing just over £119 during 
the normal season, and a few shillings 
over £110 during the off-season. For 
groups of 25 or more booking through a 
travel agent, the fares will be even 
cheaper—£107.18.0. and £99.5.0. For trips 
of more than 23 days, the normal tourist 
fare of £141.15.0. will still operate. 

Lower costs: By reducing fares in this 
way, El Al hopes to attract many more 
passengers, thus increasing its profits as 
well as its turnover, the added value of 
which is 25 per cent. In this, Israel's na- 


| tional airline will be following the pre- 


cedent it has itself set. 

In 1956, El Al's costs per ton-mile (the 
way an airline’s costs are reckoned is to 
compute how much has to be spent on 
transporting one ton for one mile by air) 
were 107 agorot (4/6). By 1959, this figure 
had fallen to 96 agorot (4/-), and by last 
year to 89 agorot (3/9). 

Reductions of this order have more 
than offset the fall in income per ton-mile 
from 114.7 agorot (4/9) to 96.1 agorot 
(4/03), brought about by cheaper fares, 
and the airline hopes that the trend will 
continue, with income always a jump 
ahead of costs. 

High efficiency : Judging by its past re 
cord, El Al should not find this too diffi- 
cult. According to official International 
Air Transport Association statistics, El 
Al is the third most efficient airline of 
the fifteen covering the same routes, 
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WANTED—MANY MORE SOCIAL WORKERS 


BUT SHORTHAND-TYPISTS EARN MORE MONEY 


Up to 1958, training facilities for 
social workers in Israel were provided by 
the Ministry of Social Welfare and the 
Municipality of Tel Aviv. Each con- 
ducted a two-year certificate course, and 
trained some 400 social workers during 
the first ten years of statehood. 


According to Dr. Eileen Blackey, for- | 


merly of the U.S. Department of Health, | 


Education and Welfare, before 
establishment in 1958 of the Paul Baer- 
wald School of Social Work in Jerusa- 
lem, which she has headed since then, 
social workers in this country had no 
hope of obtaining academic standing. 

Organised within the Hebrew Univer- 
sity, and jointly sponsored by the “Joint” 
(which provided $500,000 for the first 
five years) and the Ministry of Social 
Welfare, the school now has 175 
students registered for a three year 
bachelor’s degree course, as well as 16 
special students, holders of certificates 
from the two former schools, who will 
complete their studies here. 

Work with groups: The School hopes, 
Dr. Blackey said, to produce social 
workers equipped to work in a variety of 
social work programmes “and also to 
train students to carry multi-functional 
responsibilities, because of the nature of 
Tsrael’s problems and needs,” 

For example, social workers in the im- 
migrant settlements must not only know 
how to help with individual and family 
problems, but are often called upon to 
organise group activities for various age 
groups, and to assist the community 
leaders and officials in the organisation 
of needed services. 

In addition, social work in Israel is 
expanding its scope and widening its field 
of operations to include prisons, mental 
hospitals and clinics, general hospitals, 
juvenile and adult probation, children’s 
institutions, etc, 

Few oriental students: Since a large 
part of the population in the lower in- 
come groups are immigrants of Oriental 
background, there appears to be a real 
need for professional personnel who 
themselves come from these same ethnic 
groups. This also applies to the 200,000 
Arabs who live in Israel, and whose 
social and cultural patterns still differ 
from those of the Jewish majority. 


the | 


Seventy-five per cent of the students 
at the School of Social Work are Israeli- 
born, and eight are Arabs, All the Arabs, 
incidentally, are. male students, while 
among the Jewish students the proportion 
of girls is very high. Social work in 
western countries has traditionally been 
‘a female occupation in the main, 

Fifty foreign degrees: Out of the 
1,000 social workers at present available 
in the country, about 50 hold degrees in 
social work from abroad. The remainder 
either hold certificates from the two 
former schools (now closed and partly 
amalgamated into the Paul Baerwald 
School), were trained in Europe before 
immigrating to Israel, or took the 
emergency short-courses, run by the 
Ministry of Social Welfare after the 
establishment of the State. 

“The profession”, Dr. Blackey said, 
“has not kept pace with the expansion 
of programmes”. Salaries are low, and 
civil service grades are based on experi- 
ence and seniority, with little differential 
on the basis of professional training. 
Basic pay for a social worker in the 
lowest grade is 1£100 a month, which, 
with cost-of-living allowances, etc., comes 
to a monthly income of I£250—a much 
lower rate of pay than a qualified short- 
hand-typist, 

“To opt for social work, implies a cer- 
tain amount of dedication”, Dr. Blackey 
emphasised, “but dedication should not 
imply that people are willing to accept 
the lower status which invariably accom- 
panies a lowly paid profession.” 

Twice as many: Israel will need to 
double the number of social workers 
within the next five years, and higher 
salaries would certainly provide an in- 
centive for recruitment. 
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JAFFA. PLAYGROUND 
A crying need for help 


At the moment, according to Social 
Workers’ Union Secretary Shoshanna 
Werner, social workers had been classi- 
fied as non-academic —and neither job 
analyses, nor job descriptions were avail- 
able. 

The first class of graduates from the 
Paul Baerwald School would, in effect, 
| put the profession as a whole on a new 
| and different basis, making education as 
well as experience and seniority a 
criterion for grading. 

Social tragedies : The shortage of quali- 
fied people leads to a sort of black mar- 
ket in social workers. Certain categories, 
like prison welfare, probation and psy- 
chiatric social workers, of whom fewer 
are needed but where demand neverthe- 
less outweighs supply, usually earn 
higher salaries, while family agencies and 
municipal services pay least. 

Yet it is this shortage of adequate pro- 
vision and staff in these basic services 
| that increases the need for more special- 
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COMPANY MEETING 


WESTMINSTER BANK 


VERY CONSIDERABLE ACHIEVEMENT 


The Annual General Meeting of West- 
minster Bank Limited will be held on 
February 15 in London. 

The following are extracts from the 
circulated statement by the chairman, The 
Rt. Hon. Lord Aldenham, for the year 
ended December 31, 1960: 

This year Westminster Bank will celebrate 
the 125th anniversary of its opening. The 
past twenty-five years have seen bigger and 
more rapid changes than any other com- 
parable period of the Bank’s history. At 
the end of 1935 the total of our Current, 
Deposit and Other Accounts amounted to 
£323 million and our Advances and Other 
Accounts to £115 million. At the conclusion 
of the year that has just passed these figures 
had risen to £1,009 million and £459 mil- 
lion respectively. Even allowing for inflation, 
these figures represent very considerable 
achievement, 

During the year under review we added 
over 100,000 new Current Accounts. We 
have been amongst the leaders of progress 
in mechanised banking and are now on the 
threshold of far-reaching electronic deve- 
lopments. 

The year 1960 was a_ very good one so 
far as the domestic affairs of our Bank 
were concerned, and we have been able to 
show a profit of £3,412,832, an increase of 
£906,731 over the 1959 figure. This has 
enabled us to raise the dividend on our 
“B” shares from 2s. 2d. to 2s. 8d. per share. 

To meet our commitments to our custom- 
ers and the call for Special Deposits by the 
Bank of England we have had to sell some 
of our investments and turn down many 
applications for new or increased advances. 
Even so, the ratio of our liquid assets to 
deposits has been severely squeeze: 

‘The increase in crime, and especially of 
robbery with violence, causes very great 
concern to the Bank since it affects not only 
our property but also, and more importantly, 
the lives and welfare of our Staff. Security 
measures are constantly being reviewed and 
new methods adopted; about these measures 
we can, for obvious reasons, say nothing. 

Jn many ways the past year has been in 
marked contrast to 1959. The country’s 
balance-of-payments figures have become 
disquieting; and signs of renewed inflation 
have begun to appear. In these circums- 
tances, there is no doubt that credit restric- 
tion was necessary; but it is surely contrary 
both to justice and efficiency that, in spite 
of many recommendations, no way should 
yet have been devised for including other 
financial institutions in the restrictions that 
have been applied to the Banks. 


Special Deposits 

Arrangements were made in 1958 whereby 
the Bank of England could call for Special 
Deposits from the Clearing Banks and the 
Scottish Banks as a weapon to control the 
ability of those banks to increase their 
advances to customers. At the time these 
arrangements were made they were said to 
be available pending the report of the 
Radcliffe Committee; but although that 
Committee reported strongly against calls 
for Special Deposits from the Clearing 
Banks unless accompanied by general re- 
strictions on all classes of lenders, yet calls 
of 2 per cent of total deposits in the Clearing 


Banks were made during 1960, and that 
2 per cent, together with 1 per cent from 
the Scottish Banks, amounting in total to 
£150 million, continues to be held by the 
Bank of England. 

At the same time opinion seems to be 
tending towards regarding a 30 per cent 
liquidity ratio as a minimum; which further 
restrains our ability to lend, by compelling 
us to keep a higher ratio throughout the 
year than prudent banking requires, in order 
to maintain the minimum during the early 
months of each year, when the taxation 
drain on our customers reduces our deposits. 
Moreover, a fixed minimum liquidity ratio 
defeats the whole object of liquidity since 
those assets can then never be used to meet 
unexpected calls on banks’ cash. A plan 
which required an average liquidity ratio 
over the year would be much more accept- 
able. 

The worsening of our balance-of-payments 
was largely due to the failure of our exports 
to grow, whilst our imports did grow greatly. 

It is disappointing that we have not 
retained our share of exports: we do not 
seem to have been determined enough in 
selling abroad. 

Much attention has been given during the 
year to the steady increase in our gold and 
dollar reserves: but in view of our failure 
to earn a surplus abroad, the increased 
reserves can be accounted for only by the 
large inflow of West European and American 
capital, some of it for permanent investment 
here, but much of it a quite temporary 
movement of money to take advantage of 
the high rates of interest prevailing in 
London. In spite of the adverse balance-of- 
payments, the inflow of money has kept 
sterling strong throughout the year. 

During 1959 we made a large additional 
subsciption in gold to the International 
Monetary Fund, and there is no reason why 
we should not make readier use of this, 
our second line of reserve by drawing on 
our increased quotas in the LM.F., in order 
to tide us over temporary strains 

Since April the buoyancy has gone out 
of the figures of national production and, 
since there have been a greater number of 
people in employment, this means that pro- 
ductivity has stopped rising. 

Our official unemployment figures have 
improved: but they disguise guite a lot 
of short-time working, especially in the 
motor industry. 


Outlook for 1961 

The general outlook for 1961 is uncertain. 
Apart from the many clouds on the political 
horizon, our economic prospects, like those 
of the rest of the free world, will remain 
unsettled until there are signs that the new 
Administration is managing to pull the 
United States out of their present recession. 

The balance-of-payments is the key to 
our economic problem. Unless it can be 
improved by increasing exports, we shall 
have to reduce our imports, with the result 
that there will have to be contruction rather 
than expansion at home, 
_ Despite our problems, we are still enjoy- 
ing a high degree of prosperity: but it 
seems likely that 1961 will prove a difficult 
and therefore a challenging year for us all. 
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ised activities, The lack qualified 
workers in the basic services leads to 
social tragedies and economic waste, buh 
of which Israel can ill afford. 


PARIS FASHIONS FROM 
TEL AVIV 


The latest Paris fashions will soon be 
produced in Israel, under an agreement 
just signed in Tel Aviv between French 
couturier Jacques Heim and The Israel 
Export Institute. 

Heim, who is President of the French 
Fashion Syndicate as well as having his 
own fashion house, will supply patterns, 
sketches, technical instructions and fabric 
swatches, which will be distributed to the 
twenty local manufacturers represented by 
the Export Institute. For this service, a 
monthly fee will be paid. 

The agreement, which will run in the 
first instance for twelve months, will en- 
able Israel to compete very much more 
extensively in world fashion markets, and 
is expected to be of great assistance in 
helping the country reach its 1961 target 
of $4-5 million worth of fashion exports. 

New Israeli style : Jacques Heim visited 
Israel last month, and was impressed by 
the quality of locally produced cotton 
fabrics. He also commented on the em- 
ergence of a native Israeli fashion style 
—“true, gay, simple, colourful. Based on 
the country and its yalues.” 


IN BRIEF 
MINK BREEDING FOR EXPORT 


A first shipment of live mink is due 
to arrive here in April to start what is 
hoped will become a large-scale industry. 
Herman Meltzer, retired owner of one 
of the largest U.S. firms in the mink im- 
port and marketing business, recently 
visited Israel where he advised the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry on 
the establishment of a public company 
to organise the development of a mink 
breeding, processing and export industry. 


NEW RESORT HOTEL 


Last month the cornerstone of the 
Appollonia Hotel was laid in Tel Aviv. 
It will be air-conditioned throughout, and 
its nineteen storeys will contain 140 
rooms, several reception halls and 
dining rooms, a ballroom, a night-club 
and a rooftop helicopter landing area. 


ISRAELI ENTERPRISE is prepared by 
the Jewish Observer—Israel Period- 
icals, 13 Montefiore Street, Tel Aviv. 
Phone: 65882 and 63303. 
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ZIONISTS ANSWER 
THE CRITICS 


FEDERATION REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 


from the Jewish Affairs reporter 


Although the subjects of immigration 
and education predominated at the East, 
North and South London Zionist Federa- 
tion Regional Conference held at the 
Clapton Jewish Day School last Sunday, 
much of the time was given up to answer- 
ing critics of the Zionist movement and 
reporting on the 25th Zionist Congress in 
Jerusalem. 

Miss Beatrice J. Barwell, who presided 
over the first session of the conference, 
stated in her opening address that those 
who criticised Zionism did so out of ill- 
will and ignorance. The main task of 
Zionism—to establish a Jewish State in 
Palestine—had been fulfilled, but its 
secondary task, to bring about the 
renascence of the Jewish people, had not 
yet been achieved and, while it re- 
mained uncompleted, Zionism had its 
raison d’étre. 

“ Those who snipe at the Zionist move- 
ment have a guilt complex,” she 
observed, “and they compensate for it 
by attacking the movement. They were 
against the movement in the early days, 
but now that the State of Israel has been 
founded, they wish to jump on the band: 
wagon—so they praise it. But remember- 
ing, at the same time, how they first 
opposed the idea, they take refuge from 
their confusion in attacking our move- 
ment.” 

End to subterfuge: If those critics 
wished to enter the Zionist movement 
they would be welcomed with delight, 
Miss Barwell went on, but they must be 
prepared to become full-blooded 
Zionists. They must no longer engage in 
subterfuge. 

After conveying the greetings of the 
Zionist Federation to the Conference, 
Woolf Perry, its Chairman, referred to 
two recent statements made by leaders 
of non-Zionist organisations who prog- 
nosticated the early demise of the Zionist 
movement. 

American “jungle”: -Most of the 
Anglo-Jewish Association's actions and 
statements were paradoxical in one way 
or another, said Perry, and it was impera- 
tive to ask them at the present moment 
why they did not quietly disband them- 
selves. They were not representative of 
the Jewish community nor did they com- 
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mand the respect of the community. 

Perry then spoke of Rabbi Joachim 
Prinz, “a man whom I am proud to call 
my friend.” But, the speaker went on, 
Prinz’s recent “ sensational” statements 
served no purpose except to confuse 
those of the Jewish community seeking 
after responsible leadership and guidance. 
That was all the more serious, especially 
in a country like the United States of 
America where Jewish community life 
could be described as a “ jungle.” There 
were more organisations there than there 
were people to be organised. 

“Tn Britain,” said the speaker, “the 
Zionist movement had an important role 
to play in the past, and I believe it has 
a crucial part to play in the future.” 

Opportunity and capability: “We are 
a vital and dynamic movement. We need 
to close our ranks, to seek out those 
things which unite us and not those which 
divide us. We have the opportunity, and, 
I am confident, the capability, to bring 
about the unity of the Jewish people in 
nd I am certain that we 


The Anglo-Jewish Press presented a 
distorted picture of the 25th Zionist Con- 
gress, declared Sidney Shipton. Congress 
had to deal with a great many organisa- 
tional details, to review past and present 
events, to plan for the future. It was not 
necessary, as some people expected, for it 
to bring forth a Messiah. It had dealt 
mainly with matters of immigration and 
education. It had been a practical Con- 
gress, and Shipton believed, “a good 
Congress,” 


Other ways: Donald Silk, Honorary 
Secretary of the Zionist Federation, 
talked of the work of the Federation and 
the 25th Zionist Congress and com- 
mended Abba Eban’s proposed scheme 
whereby high school students and univer- 
sity students would be able to study in 
Israel for one year. “ This is the only way 
to establish close bonds between young 
Jews in the Diaspora and their brethren 
in Israel. But a common language is 
needed as well—in fact it is vital—and 
that language must be Hebrew. We. in 
this country, with our day schools are 
teaching children Hebrew and educating 
them in a Jewish atmosphere.” 

Disappointed: The Jewish commun- 
ity’s apathy was strongly attacked by 
Geoffrey Gelberg, Chairman of the Dal- 
ston and North London Zionist Society, 
who opened the general debate. There 
was a drastic shortage of those willing to 
work for Zionism, and those who did 
work “cut themselves to pieces because 
of the amount of work there is to do.” 

He was disappointed with the Con- 
gress, Delegates had stuck too closely to 
their prepared, set speeches, had not dealt 
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fully with problems of immigration, and 
showed an inclination to rest on their 
laurels. The World Zionist Organisation 
should adapt itself to changing attitudes 
and times and do so with a greater sense 
of urgency. 

‘The position of the Zionist movement 
was grave. Jewish children were not 
taught enough history. They should be 
made to read books like Exodus. Jews 
disappeared when they moved from 
one district to another. “ Hackney and 
Clapton,” he said, “‘have their own 
Diaspora in Hendon and Stanmore.” 

Ben-Gurion’s ammunition: Mrs. B. 
Stiftel-Lipmann declared that the only 
“true aliyah” was to go to Israel. A. 
Abrahams said that not many avowed 
Zionists did go to Israel. 

Representatives of Habonim and 
Hashomer Hatzair who were present pro- 
tested that the Federation did not aid 
them sufficiently in carrying out their 
programmes. 

Summing up the conference, Dr. S. A. 
Miller stated that it had been a good con- 
ference in that not too much stress had 
been laid on ideological points while 
practical problems had been properly 
aired. He concluded by promising that 
these problems would be dealt with by 
the Federation. 
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PRINZ 
UNREPENTANT 


PROPOSALS FOR NEW 
“MASS MOVEMENT” 


from our own correspondent 


New York: 

When Dr, Joachim Prinz spoke up in 
Philadelphia to demand the dissolution 
of the Zionist movement, he was speak- 
ing as President of the American Jewish 
Congress to the organisation’s National 
Governing Council. But, when the Zion- 
ist roof fell in on him, he’ hastily sum- 
moned a press conference in New York 
to explain that he was speaking in a 
purely personal capacity and not as 
Congress President. 

Having thus established his position, 
Prinz went on to claim that the great 
majority of U.S. Jews shared his belief: 
but had found no effective way of trans- 
lating it into effective action. To this 
end, he proposed a round-table confer- 
ence of Jewish leaders to plan a new, 
mass movement which would express 
what he termed “the American Jewish 
credo”: 

1. Jewish survival is inseparably 
linked with the growth of democracy, 
equality and human welfar 


2. A vital link with Israel is needed, 
not only because it is a haven for 
refugees and a bastion of democracy 
in the Middle East, but because it 
constitutes the keystone in the arch of 
Jewish survival ; 

3. Jews are a people, sharing com- 
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INDIVIDUALIST PRINZ 
“No more Zionism” 


mon values, common hopes and 
common problems; the cultural and 
spiritual heritage of this people must 
be preserved and fostered to enrich 
both Jewish life and American and 
world culture. 

“No real influence” : Repeating his call 
for the dissolution of the Zionist move- 
ment and claiming identity with the 
Ben-Gurion viewpoint, Prinz told his 
press conference (held, incidentally, in 
the offices of the American Jewish 
Congress) that he was very well aware 
of the historic service rendered to the 
“Jewish people and to Jewish destiny” 
by the Zionist organisation. 

His suggestion for the dissolution of 
the present structure of the Zionist 
movement, “in the United States,” was 
offered, not because he believed “that 
American Jewry has already discharged 
its responsibilities to Israel . . . it is rather 
because of my conviction that this struc- 
ture is thwarting the full mobilisation of 
American Jewish effort in that task.” 

Every day of drifting, Prinz declared, 
“is a day lost and a step backward in the 
effort to foster Jewish identification and 
strengthen American Jewry’s ties with 
Israel. The time to act is now.” 

In its time, the Zionist movement had 
served an almost messianic purpose and 
had gloriously fulfilled its aims, But it 
was evident that “the Zionist organisa- 
tion no longer exerts any real influence 
in our communities.” Only those groups, 
such as Hadassah, which undertook 
specific, concrete projects had retained 
any vitality. 

Merger proposed : What he now pro- 
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posed was mss novenen sin 
the view of the majority om American 
Jews, one that would exercise, through 
its numbers, its comprehensiveness and 
its programme, “a decisive and creative 
influence on all aspects and institutions 
of American Jewish life.” He fayoured 
the merger of “the memberships, facili- 
ties and functions of all like-minded 
groups, “rather than a body co-ordinat- 
ing the activities of independent agen- 
cies.” 

What he was, in fact, suggesting, said 
Prinz, was “the formation of a popular 
and articulate movement in the Jewish 
community based on a positive and 
dynamic programme of Jewish survival.” 
The organisation of such a movement, 
he held, posed fewer real difficulties than 
any of the previous attempts to unify 
American Jewry. 

It would appeal only to the like- 
minded and not to those who disagree 
on any of its fundamental principles. It 
would, therefore, not stultify itself at the 
outset’ by having to compromise on 
essentials in order to retain the doubtful 
co-operation of minority groups. And 
because such a movement would not seek 
to destroy the technical functions of 
specialised agencies, it would not run 
afoul of the traditionalists.” 

“In laying aside selfish and parochial 
interests as we work towards the goals 
we all share, we will demonstrate that 
we, too, can achieve, in our own way, 
our maturity as a Jewish community.” 

Voices of opposition : Zionist reaction 
was two-fold. There were those who 
emerged only to shout “utter irresponsi- 
bility,” and then disappeared again. But 
there were also the others, the thought- 
ful ones. They conceded that the Zionist 
movement could not survive.in its pre- 
sent form and that, unless something was 
done, it would die of its own neglect. 
At the same time, they held. strongly 
that the movement in a modified form 
would continue to be necessary for many 
years to come, 

Among them were some who felt that 
Ben-Gurion only harmed himself and 
the Jewish cause by hammering away at 
arguments that, they believed, would 
give validity to the charges of dual 
loyalty and which demanded something 
they were not prepared to do: to settle 
in Israel, 

What we have yet to discover, and it 
will be the most telling revelation of all, 
is how far the Zionist components of the 
American Jewish Congress are prepared 
to go along with Dr. Prinz, He used the 
authority of his position to publicise his 
views. Can he now run for shelter under 
the umbrella of “personal opinions” 
when the brickbats are falling? 


January 27, 1961 


nvo N 


A TALK WITH 
ALEX EASTERMAN 


I called on Alex Easterman in his large 
and always tidy office in Congress House. 
I admired his two super-modern, dove- 
grey, light-weight Post Office telephones. 
I then explained to Easterman that, just 
because he was seventy, I had no intention 
of writing a pious profile and, because he 
was seventy, I would not write an impious 
one. 

After all, at seventy, even the Political 
Director of the World Jewish Congress 
could permit himself a few home truths 
about the people he has served all his 
life and about the movement of which 
he has been an official for twenty years, 
Looking back now, I said to him, how 
did it appear when he took off the official, 
rose-coloured spectacles? 

Jews, Easterman thought, were a puzzle. 
They were the most strenuous exponents 
of Jewish unity in theory, and at the same 
time the most extreme exponents of Jew- 
ish disunity in practice. They were the 
most disunited people, a chaotic people. 
Now more so than ever. Whoever thought 
otherwise did not know them. Something 
had to be done about it. 

There was now a danger of a decisive 
schism in Jewish life, a division between 
those who looked on the Jews as a church 
and those who considered them as a na- 
tion. And this schism was further com- 
plicated by the growing gulf between 
Israel and the Jews in the Diaspora. 

A unity of intolerance: They had 
thought years ago that, with the arrival 
and success of Zionism as a world move- 
ment, the threat of Jewish disintegration 
had been halted. Religion was no longer 
the decisive element in Jewish life. Zion- 
ism gave it a new faith. It became the 
expression of Jewish unity; it gave it 
reality. But with the success of the State, 
much of this new unity again dissolved. 
The schism has taken a new form. 

The Jews outside and the Israelis inside 
had yet to discover a common political 
language. At present, they did not under- 
stand each other and, because of this, 
they were intolerant of each other. The 
mutual sympathy between them, which 
was perhaps their greatest strength, was in 
danger of being lost. 

Half century behind: At this point I 
pressed him for an answer on how this 
mutual sympathy could be retained and 
safeguarded, how the common political 
language could be established. How 
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SEPTUAGENARIAN EASTERMAN 
What did Prinz mean? 


would he translate his views into organi- 
sational terms? Easterman answered that 
he was convinced that “some organisa- 
tion like the Zionist Organisation must 
continue in existence.” It was the only 
possible link between the Israelis and the 
Diaspora. But this was not the answer to 
the concept of a Jewish people. 

This required something more, some- 
thing to embrace the whole of the Jewish 
people. But how did one get this. Congress 
filled only a part of this vacuum. It was 
not the whole answer. The difficulty was 
largely to be found in the situation in the 
United States. 

There were five million Jews in the 
USS., but there was no U.S. Jewry. And 
these American Jews were lagging half a 
century behind the rest of the Jews in the 
world: they had neither a unified organi- 
sation nor any kind of central direction. 
American Jewry was the most parochial 
of all Jewries. 

Congress and the Deputies: How was 
it, Easterman asked, that the United 
States manged to have one President, but 
not United States’ Jewry; they had to 
have seventeen? The trouble was that 
there were thousands of leaders but not 
one leader. 

We argued awhile, but Easterman then 
settled for the concept that there should 
be in every community—including the 
United States—a genuinely and recognised 
representative body such as the Board of 
Deputies. It should represent every sec- 
tion of the Jewish community, the syna- 
gogues and the secular organisations. The 
British Section of Congress ought to join 
the Board. 
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Disagreement with Prinz: Congress in 
the United States should work for the 
establishment of such a Board of Depu- 
ties in the U.S. and there should be such 
a body in every other Jewish community. 
And the World Jewish Congress should 
be the structure linking all these repre- 
sentative “Boards” into one world organi- 
sation. 

Easterman did not share the views of 
his “dear friend” and American colleague, 
Joachim Prinz. If Prinz meant that the 
Zionist Organisation should be reformed 
and revitalised, then he was with him. 
But not if he envisaged the disappearance 
of the Zionist Organisation. 

“Lauded or loathed”: What advice 
would he give to Anglo-Jewry? Remember 
that the times have changed since Moses 
Montefiore and that, apart from local 
problems, Anglo-Jewry will have to take 
its place in the organised collectivity of 
the Jewish people—whatever this may 
turn out to be. 

And what lesson had he learnt as a 
Jewish civil servant? “You are either 
lauded or loathed, and if you don’t make 
enemies, you don’t make anything.” But 
it had its compensations. One only had 
to look at Easterman to see that. “I don’t 
believe I’m seventy, but I am confronted 
with documents which claim that I was 
born in Dundee on December 25, 1890.” 

TES 


THE ISRAEL 
RIVIERA FOR 
PESACH 


Accadia or Sharon Hotel 


JERUSALEM FOR 
INDEPENDENCE 


DAY 


King David or Holyland Hotel 
The Dan or the new Sheraton 
Hotels in Tel Aviv 


Full details from 


SRA-TOURS 


40 DEAN ST., LONDON, W.1 
‘Telephone : GERrard 5984 
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Although Anglo-Jewry’s national cam- | 
paign for Israel is not due to be officially 
launched until February 18, it has 
become an axiom of the movement that 
the leading officers themselves and the 
workers within the principal Trade 
Zroups must set an example to the 
community as a whole. 

In recent years this has been achieved 
by the combined dinner of the President’s 
Group and the Textile Trade, arranged 
a few weeks before the national inaugu- 
ral, that constitutes a “curtain raiser” for 
the British campaign. This happened once 
again in London last week, when Yigal 
Allon, commander of the Palmach forces 
during the Israel War of Independence, 
and a former Brigadier, gave a considered 
and largely off-the-record survey of the 
security situation in Israel, the country’s 
relations with the great Powers and the 
Afro-Asian bloc, and the probable immi- 
gration obligations of the coming year. 
It was a survey which reinforced the 
man’s reputation as an advanced and 


Mrs. Jack Lyons, hostess at the dinner, with 
‘guest of honour Yigal Allon. 


rat] 4 
pails 4 


Mrs. Hyam Morrison, Mr. and Mrs. Neville 
lond, 
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courageous thinker in Israel, justifying | 
the view held by many that his return to 
his own country on the conclusion of his 
period of study at Oxford would bring 
him to the innermost councils concerned 
with the planning of Israel’s future. 
Mr. Allon, who was introduced by the 
president of the Textile Trade, Jack 
Lyons, discouraged much of the com- 
placency now manifest concerning the 
balance of forces in the Middle East. 
There had been visits by Arab leaders 
to Moscow and Casablanca. The effect 
of these had been to strengthen the 
United Arab Republic's military position 
and to consolidate its political gains. 


Nasser’s role 

In Mr. Allon’s view, Nasser was a 
formidable opponent of Israel, who in- 
tended to stop at nothing to secure the 
destruction of the State. His attacks were 
not only against Zionism, but against the 
Jewish people as a whole. The state 
Nasser ruled was the only member of 


Reception’ picture groups Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Fuss, Mr. and Mrs, J. Kave. 


% i 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Clarfield travelled from 

Leicester for the dinner, and are shown 
here with J. E. Stutz. 
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the Afro-Asian bloc which stood geo- 
graphically in both continents. Among 
authoritarian countries he was recognised 
as a despot ; in the West he was regarded 
as an anti-Communist; for the neutrals 
he was another neutralist. To the oil- 
hungry nations of the West, he was the 
keeper of the Suez Canal. 

“Who can compete with Nasser!” 
exclaimed the only Israeli leader who 
had had a personal encounter with him. 
(This was at Faluja in 1948.) For these 
reasons Yigal Allon saw the re-establish- 
ment of military equilibrium in the 
Middle East as a matter of the highest 
priority. The advantages to Israel gained 
by the Sinai campaign were, he con- 
sidered, beginning to disappear. 


Immigration 

Regarding the immigration situation, 
the speaker reminded his hearers of a 
recent tragic news item in the press that 
had highlighted the situation which 
should always be before them; immi- 
gration was a continuous responsibility, 
But whose responsibility? Israel guaran- 
teed to offer newcomers a home, She 
could not guarantee to get them to Israel, 
underwrite the cost of their education 
and rehabilitation, and then absorb them 


| into the country’s economy without the 
| assistance of world Jewry. 


“The mightiest community in the 


| Jewish world today is the American 


community, by virtue of its numbers, its 
influence and its prosperity. Yet that 
community could not guarantee a single 
visa for a Jew from North African 
countries into America. Israel alone is 
in that position.” 

Taking up this theme, J.P.A. treasurer 
Hyam Morrison spoke of the high price 
to be paid for Jewish lives.-He produced 
a sheaf of press-cuttings that went back 
five years and, quoting from them, he 
relived the immigration story. Mr. Morri- 
son contended that the simple facts of 
Jewish existence demanded an alert and 
conscious effort by the Anglo-Jewish 
community and its sister-communities in 
the Western world to continue its dedi- 
cated task of strengthening the fabric of 
Jewish nationhood in Israel. 


Ten per cent increase 
He went on to make his appeal, and 
this produced pledges which totalled 
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£217,000 from a group of people who 
last year contributed £195,000 to J.P.A. 
funds, Among the many increases was a 
spectacular one by Louis Mintz, asso- 
ciated with many Israel causes, 

Included in Mr. Morrison's speech 
was a warm tribute to Jan Lewando, 
President's Group chairman, for the 
work he had done over the years in 
bringing this section's effort to its present 
stage of efficacy. 

The evening's proceedings _ were 
summed up by Michael Lewis, joint 
chairman with Jack Steinberg of the 
Textile Trade, and included his apprecia- 
tion of his Textile Trade committee, who 
during the past year had helped him to 
give their work a tremendous fillip in 
terms both of money raised and contri- 
butors enrolled. 

The organising secretary of these two 
committees is Mark Moser, who recited 
Grace, 


FIRST LIST OF 
CONTRIBUTORS 


1960 New Appeal 


L. J. Mintz . £ 3,000 £20,000 
Morrisons Associated 

Companies... ... 15,000 16,000 
Directors of Alexandre 

Ltd, ... «15,000 16,000 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Blond 12,000 13,100 
J, Edward Sieff 7,000 8,000 
Messrs. H. & A, Craps 7,500 8,000 


A. Steinberg & Sons 


Ltd. 5,000 6,000 
The Directors of J. H. 

Jacks Ltd. - 5,000 6,000 
Michael M. Sacher ... 5,000 5,500 
J. Collier 15,000 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Sacher 15,000 
Ellis & Goldstein Ltd. 

Dereta Ltd. . a 8,000 
HG: Massey and 

family , 5,250 
Michael Lewis | 5,000 
Dr, A. Lerner . 5,000 
Mr. and Mrs. K. Bloch 

and family . 4,200 
Messrs, N. & S. Beck- 

man .. 3,675 
L. Horvath and M. 

Komjat . 3,500 
E, S, Frankel & K. B. 

Koppel, Aero Zipp 

Fasteners . 3,000 
A, & J, Likierman 2,500 


Mrs. R, Shaerf and 

family 3 
Dre, Goldberger oe 
A, Rosner & Sons Ltd. 
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CHIEF RABBI SUPPORTS BARMITZVAH FOREST 
A SABBATH DEDICATED TO J.N.F. 


Rabbi Dr. Israel Brodie, the Chief 
Rabbi, has sent a letter to all ministers 
recommending that on Shabbat Shirah 
the Jewish National Fund's work be 
referred to in synagogue sermons. At the 
same time, the Chief Rabbi expresses his 
hope that the Barmitzvah Forest scheme 
meet with success, 

For Tu b’Shyat: Shabbat Shirah occurs 
this Saturday, January 28. This is also 
the Sabbath immediately preceding Tu 
b’Shvat, the New Year of the Trees, which 
is an occasion for intensive tree-planting 
not only in Israel, where the physical act 
of planting takes place, but also in the 
Diaspora as the opportunity for popular- 
ising tree subscriptions. 

Here is the full text of the letter which 
the Chief Rabbi has addressed to his 
colleagues ; 

“This year, when the State of Israel 
‘comes of age’, it behoves us all to re- 
member with particular gratitude the 
Jewish National Fund, whose devoted 
and imaginative labours over the years 
did so much to make possible the realisa- 
tion of the Zionist dream, 

“By its practical application to the 
work of redeeming the soil of the Holy 
Land, the Jewish National Fund has 
helped to provide the economic found- 
ation upon which the development of 


The Janners—a forest in Israel. 


the Jewish State rests. No less important, 
it has enabled Jews to engage in occupa- 
tions based on the land, which had been 
closed to them for many centuries, 

Welcomes support : “As one who has 
been actively associated with the Jewish 
National Fund over many years, I am 
particularly pleased at the easing 
support which it has been receiving in 
the Anglo-Jewish community, and I hope 
that the “Barmitzvah’ scheme which it 
has launched will be a success. 

“In common with the practice estab- 
lished in most other communities, I 
should like the Jewish National Fund to 
be particularly remembered on Shabbat 
Shirah, and I should accordingly be 
grateful if you would make mention of 
the importance and the work of that 
institution in your sermon on Sabbath, 
January 28, 1961.” 


Z.F. TO PLANT 
*“*JANNER FOREST” 


10,000-TREE TRIBUTE 

It is announced this week by the 
Zionist Federation's honorary officers and 
executive council that, in recognition of 
the honour of knighthood bestowed upon 
Barnett Janner, M.P., in the New Year's 
honours list, the Federation is to plant 
a forest of 10,000 trees, to be known as 
the “Sir Barnett and Lady Janner 
Forest”, within the region designated for 
the Barmitzvah Forest as a whole. 

This tribute falls to a man who for 
ten years has been president of the Zion- 
ist Federation and for five of them 
president also of the Board of Deputies. 
In Parliament and outside, he has proved 
a tireless life-long champion of the 
Jewish cause. Mrs. Janner herself merits 
the award in her own right, for her work 
in the Zionist movement, her chairman- 
ship of the Board of Deputies education 
committee and her activities of social 
welfare within the community and as a 
Justice of the Peace, 

Mr. and Mrs. Janner probably consti- 
tute the best-known husband and 
team in the Jewish world today, with 
responsibilities that extend further than 
the shores of Britain, throughout the 
Commonwealth as a whole, in America 
and, of course, Israel. 

The Zionist Federation is shortly to 
announce its proposals to enrol subscrip- 
tions from every society within the 
Federation, and all individual members. 
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IN THE 
FAMILY 


ERIC RAFFLES SUCCEEDS 
FATHER AS J.N.F, CHAIRMAN 


Emanuel Raffles, J.P., presided for the 
Jast time as chairman of the Manchester 
J.N.F. Commission at its annual general 
meeting last week, In appreciation of his 
services, Mr. Raffles was elected hon. 
life president. Eric Raffles, who had al- 
ready given proof of his capabilities, was 
unanimously elected chairman in suc- 
cession to his father. 

In addition to the chairman’s address, 
reports were given by Robert Werner, 
treasurer, Aaron Jacobs, hon. secretary, 
and Mrs. Coleman, education officer. 

As a tribute to his long years of 
leadership and devoted service to the 
community, David Fraenkel inscribed 
500 trees, and Robert Werner 13 trees, 
in the Barmitzvah Forest in Mr. Raffles’s 
name. 

Officers elected for the ensuing year 


are: chairman, E, Raffles; jt. treasurers, | 


R. Werner, M. Green; hon. secretary, 
A. Jacobs. 


NORTH MANCHESTER 
FELLOWSHIP 


A North Manchester J.N.F, Fellow- 
ship, composed of married couples, was 
formed recently at the home of Mr, and 
Mrs. R. de Groot. 

A programme of social, cultural and 
fund-raising activities was planned. 

The committee is as follows: chair- 
man, L. Glickman ; treasurer, R. Nathan ; 
acting hon. secretary, Mrs. N. Coleman. 


JEWISH OBSERVER AND MIDDLE EAST REVIEW 


GENERAL WEIZMANN’S 
ITINERARY 


Major-General Ezer Weizmann, Com- 


| mander of the Israel Air Force, who, as 


already announced, is to be the guest 
speaker at the J.P.A. launching banquet 
in London, on Saturday, February 18, 


will carry the campaign to four main | 


provincial towns, He will speak in Leeds 
on February 19 at the Queens Hotel, and 
go on the following day to fulfil two 
engagements in Manchester. These will 
be a luncheon and, in the evening, a 
community banquet at the Free Trade 
Hall on Monday, February 20. 

The next day General Weizmann will 
attend Liverpool’s inaugural dinner at 
the Allerton Synagogue Hall, and com- 
plete his tour in Glasgow on Wednesday, 
February 22, at the Central Station 
Hotel. The General is due to arrive in 
London by air on Tuesday, February 14. 


PROGRESS IN 
BIRMINGHAM 


Two functions organised during the 
past year by the Birmingham J.N.F. 
Commission—the stag party and the Blue 
and White Ball—resulted in record in- 
come for the area. This was stated by 
Cyril Cornberg, chairman, when he gave 
his report to the annual general meeting 
of the Commission, Mr. Cornberg also 
congratulated the Younger Commission 
on its remarkable progress and its close 
co-operation with the Senior Commis- 
sion, 3 

Presenting the balance sheet for nine 
months, Bernard Zissman, treasurer, re- 


Cyril Cornberg, Bernard Zissman, Jack Goldstein and Alf Myers view with satisfaction 
the bal heet of Birmingham activities 
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The new HIGH in girdles 


Xtra-Hi 


a 
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Corsets Silhouette Ltd., 84 Baker St:, W.1 


vealed that there had been a reduction 
in expenses and a rise in activities, re- 
sulting in an income of £4,300, 

Others who spoke included Leo Cohen, 
Sam Chesler and Miss Sandra Goldstein. 

Cyril Cornberg was re-elected chair- 
man, and the other members of the com- 
mittee are: life president, Mrs. V. 
Gould; president, Rev. Dr. C. Pearl; 
jt. hon. vice-presidents, I, Baum, P. Fyne, 
Rev. S. Gold; vice-president, M. Gor- 
funkle; vice-chairman, J. Goldstein ; 
treasurer, B. P. Zissman; hon. secretary, 
A. Myers; Box chairman, L. Cohen; 
Simcha committee and Barmitzvah Forest 
chairman, S. Chesler; Functions com- 
mittee, J. Goldstein; sportsmen’s club 
chairman, H, J, Hirschfield; chairman, 
Youth and Education committee, Rev. 
R. Brookes; chairman, Auxiliary com- 
mittee, Miss S. Goldstein, 


IN THE GOLDEN BOOK 


Recent inscriptions include: Lawrence 
Hector Khan on the occasion of his bar- 
mitzvah by his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Smush; John Adam and Myra Ruck on 
the occasion of their marriage by Mrs. 
Madge Ruck; Malcolm Paul Bloom on the 
occasion of his barmitzvah by his mother: 
Mr, Aubrey A. Scott, chairman of the 
Union of Maccabi Associations of Great 
Britain, on the occasion of his son David's 
barmitzvah by his colleagues; Roger Andrew 
Kreitman of the occasion of his barmitzvah 
by his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs, J. E. 
Cohen; Kenneth Edward Collins on the 
occasion of his barmitzvah by his parents: 
in memory of Mrs. Shirley Foux, by her 
husband; Alfred Asher on the occasion of 
his 80th birthday by the Grimsby Zionist 
Society; Harvey Andrew Roland on the oc- 
casion of his barmitzyah by his grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Marks of Hove. 
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JPA-JNF NEWS 


NEW HALL TO HOUSE 


BAZAAR 


The newly-designed City Exhibition 
Hall, which will be the largest hall in 
Yorkshire, is to be the venue of the 
Leeds Blue and White Bazaar. This was 
decided when the administrative commit- 
tee of the Bazaar met recently under the 
chairmanship of G. I. Friedman, chair- 
man of Leeds J.N.F. Commission. 

It was also decided that admission to 
the Blue and White Barmitzvah ball on 
Thursday, May 4, at the Capitol Ball- 
room, would be restricted to Bazaar 
workers and their friends. Price, includ- 
ing dinner, will be 25s. 0d. per person. 

Annual meeting: Over 3,600 of the 
more than 5,000 Jewish householders in 
Leeds are J.N.F. contributors through 
the Blue Box, Income from this source 
was over £5,000 last year, representing 
about one-third of the total income for 
the area. These facts were given by Mr. 
Friedman when he reviewed the year’s 
activities at the annual meeting of the 
Commission. He also described the suc- 
cess of the seven J.N.F. Fellowships in 
Leeds. 


scheme in operation, 


JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
Organiser required to join Head Office staff in London. This is an excellent 
opportunity for a man of personality and initiative. The appointment is intended 
to be permanent, Salary according to qualifications. Non-contributory pension 


Apply in writing, giving particulars of age, experience and full personal details. 
Letters, which will be treated in strict confidence, should be addressed to: the 
Director, 65 Southampton Row, London, W.C.1 and marked “Organiser”. 


| H. Brown, joint treasurer, reported 


that income for the year exceeded 
£16,000, and it was expected that the 
1961 figures would be even higher, 
mainly because of the Blue and White 
Bazaar. 

John Goldstone, president, was in the 


Haviv. 

The following committee was elected: 
chairman, G. I. Friedman; vice-chai 
men, N. Silman, Dr. M. S. Novis; jt. 
| treasurers, H. Brown, M. M. Simons; 
financial secretary, S. Dawson; hon. 
secretaries, Miss M. Newton, P. Zi 
Blue Box officer, C. Sugarman; district 
officer, B. Fox; Functions and liaison 


officers, L. Ellis, S. Goldman; simchot 
officer, H. Baker. 


chair, and the guest speaker was Ram | 


TREE 
INSCRIPTIONS 


A grove of 100 trees in memory of all 
her relations by Miss Bertha Schindler; 80 
trees in the name of Alfred Asher_on the 
occasion of his 80th birthday by the Grimsby 
Zionist Society; 64 trees in the name of 
Michael Stephen Jacobs on the occasion of 
his barmitzvah by his grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Jackson; 60 trees in the name of 
Boris Bennett on the occasion of his 60th 
birthday by Bess and Abe Selesnick and 
family; 50 trees in the names of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Burman on the occasion of the 
Edgware J.N.F. dinner and ball; 30 trees in 
the names of Aubrey and Ada Wood to 
mark the occasion of their first visit to 
Israel; 25 trees in the name of Mr. Simon 
Lichtigfeld on the occasion of his 70th 
birthday by the Welwyn Garden City Heb- 
rew Congregation. 


I should like the Jewish 


National Fund 


to be particularly remembered on 


IIIS FID 


writes the CHIEF RABBI in 


supporting the 


BARMITZVAH TRIBUTE 


of a Forest on the occasion of Israel’s 13th Anniversary 
SHABBAT SHIRAH falls this year on January 28, in the week 
preceding Tu b’Shvat, the New Year of the Trees. 


IVY 


Please respond NOW, by planting 
YOUR trees in the Barmitzvah 
Forest 


YOU MAY PLANT 


13 trees for . £4. 11. 0. 
39 trees for £13. 13. 0: 
130 trees for £45. 10. 0. 
1,300 trees for £455. 0. 0. 


You may spread the cost over 12 months, 
if desired. 


T wish to inscribe .. 


name(s) of: 


NAME & ADDRESS 


The President, Barmitzvah Tribute to Israel, 
Jewish National Fund, 65 Southampton Row, London, W.C.1 


wan trees (cheque/postal order attached) 
as my gift on the occasion of Israel’s Barmitzvah Year in the 


IN BLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE 


SIGNATURE 


| 
| 
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Fly Tet - Fleet 


For your next trip to Israel choose EL AL. 
prop jet Britannia, or turbo jet Boeing 
707 with Rolls Royce Conway engines. 
Frequent services from London —first 
and tourist class. The new low fares” will 
apply to all EL AL flights. Now, as ever, 
EL AL. offers you the finest service to 
Israel, and to New York. 
Sub! Government apo 


~~ BOEING 707 
~« BRITANNIA 


To TEL AVIV and NEW YORK 


ow Israel Girlines 
5 LOWER REGENT STREET LONDON S.W.1 : TRAfalgar 9080 
218 ROYAL EXCHANGE MANCHESTER =: DEAnsgate 4208 
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Jan: 16th 1961 


The Rt. Hon. James Griffiths M.P. 
House of Commons, 
8.W.1. 


Dear Jim, 


As_you know I have recently returned from the Middle 
East. I visted the area (Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt) with 
a view to seeing for myself the plight of the Arab refugees. 
I found, however, that so far as the official refugees are 
concerned (i.e. those who are cared for by UNRWA) although 
their let is hard, they can manage to “get by" as UNRWA 
caters very efficently for their basic neeaés,. 


There are, however, a number of other people who have 
suffered along with the refugees who do not qualify for 
UNRWA relief. I was very,shocked at the sufferings of these 
"Other Claimants for Relief), who are now far worse off than 
the official refugees because they receive no aid from UNRWA 
at all. 


They inolude some of the Bedouin Arabs who were formerly 
in the Beersheba and Negeb areas of Israel. Many of these are 
now starving in Jordan. Of course, their position has been 
much worsehed by drought, but quite apart from this factor 


P.To - 


Money donated to specific projects goes direct without one penny being deducted for expenses. 
All workers and officers are honorary. 


they have lost their means of livlihood and would sumad 
have been in dire distress in any case, 2 ay a 


Secondly, there are about 120,000 Border Villagers. 
These people live in Jordan but. their lands are over the border 
in Israel. ey have had no compensation, have lost their 
means of livlihood and are also in dire need, yet get no help 
from UNRWA. 


Finally, there are about five thousand refugees who went 

to Egypt but did not go to Gaza, where they would have been a 
continual drain on U.N. exchequer, Instead, they had the 
courage to try to earn their ow living. Many have failed 
owing to the genpral unemployment situation in Egypt and, not 
being of Egyptian nationality, have no claim on the Egyptian 
Goverhment and are destitute. It seems a sad reward for 

ving tried to stand on their own feet in preference to accep— 

ng charity at UNRWA's expense, to now find themselves in 
this predicament. 


It appears that U.M. has recognised the plight of etd 


"other mkatmanke= claimants” (see text of resolution 91 

UNO publication which I enclose). Instead, however of in-. 
structing UNRWA to help,U.N. has merely called on "Private 
organisations to give them increased assistance to the extent 
that local governments cannot do". Unfortunately, the local 
governments are poor. Voluntray organisations Like NECCCRA 
have done a marvellous job in so far as is humanly possible 
Dut obviously aid on the scale required is far beyond their 
means. 


The need of the "Other Claimants" is desperate and it 
does seem grossly unfair that UNRWA stiould give the official 
refugees regular assistance while the"other claimants” get 
no help from UNRWA whatever. 


I should be most grateful if you could do anything in 
this matter. 


Yours sincerely, 


edhe 


Leslie A. Blanckensee. 
Hon: International Offiorr. 
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Draft. 
letter to: 


Rt. Hon. James 
Griffiths 


MeP. 


Flag A 


plet 

Thank you for your letter of January 2 
enclosing a letter from War on Want Ltd. about 
the Palestine refugees who do not qualify for 
relief from UNXWA. 
Contesned 

UNRWA has of course constantly been aware 
tee of refugees who do not qualify 
for relief (known as the “other claimants"). In 
his report for 1959 the Director of the Agency 


estimates that they total some 317,000 


> PY PARLIAMENTARersons and that the additional cost of affording 


cic TARY'S OFFICE, 


© 


from: 


Mr. Godber 


Age 


At A 


them relief would be about five million dollars. 
The Director emphasises that only the General 
Assembly can decidewhether UNRWA is the 
appropriate means of assisting all needy refugees 
irrespective of where they have been living or yf 
what means of support they have had, together 

with the "economic refugees" (the villagers living 
on the Jordan side of the border who kept their 
homes but lost their chief means of 
subsistence). As you know, UNRWA'S resources are 
already Pe hea and, as the second largest 
contributor, we have give se support@ the 
Assembly in its decision not to broaden the 
Agency's mandate. 

In 1959 we did, however, contribute £50,000 
to drought relief infordan, a substantial 
proportion of which went to relieve the Bedouing 
But While we have every sympathy for cieepiient 


of these refugees, together with that of the 
Jordan border villagers and of the refugees in 
Egypt, we continue to share the view of the MUL 
that this must essentially be a matter for the 


local governments concerned. 


Bedouin yw hooe / 


You may like to know that since 


Mr. Blanckensee's visit to Jordan, both the 
Jordanian Government and the voluntary 


organisations have considerably stepped up theix 


help for the Bedouin, Jwhose plight is the most 
Gericus, Bhe-TxFord Comittee for Famine 


Relief have alee-contributed £5,000 and UNRWA 


have in fact unofficially helped in the 
procurement of food. The Americans are atse 
contributing food under the PL480 programme. 
t fefum Mr Blkengec f biter, Ae 
hevomm om Song Vow (| comm 
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& From the Parliamentary Under-Secretary 3 


(VE 1821/11) February 1, 1961. 


Thank you for your letter of January 24 enclosing 
& letter from War on Want Limited about the Palestine 
refugees who do not qualify for relief from UNRWA. 


UNRWA has of course constantly been concerned about 
the groups of refugees who do not qualify for relief 
(imown as the “other claimants"). In his report for 
1959 the Director of the Agency estimates that they total 
some 317,000 persons and that the additional cost of 
affording them relief would be about five million dollars. 
The Director emphasises that only the General Assembly 
can decide whether UNRWA is the appropriate means of 
assisting all needy refugees irrespective of where they 
have been living or of what means of support they have 
had, together with the “economic refugees" (the villagers 
living on the Jordan side of the border who kept their 
homes but lost their chief means of subsistence). As you 
know, UNKWA's resources are already over-stretched and, 
as the second largest contributery we have had to support 
the Assembly in its decisi@n not to broaden the Agency's 
mandate. While we have every sympathy for the plight of 
these refugees, together with that of the Jordan border 
vi and of the refugees in keypt, we continue to share 
the view of the United Nations that this must essentially 
be a matter for the local govermments concerned. 


In 1959 we did, however, contribute £50,000 to drought 
relief in Jordan, a substantial Des apg of which went 
to relieve the Bedouin, whose plight is the most serious. 


{You 


The Right Honourable 
James Griffiths, M.P., 
House of Commons, 


Selele 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


S- FEB 1961 


RI TL SH RESIDENC 


BAHRAIN VEI 321 ye-} 
February 2, 1961 ear 


Dear Department, ee 


Please refer to your letter (VE 1821/3) of 
January 17 about Musa Al Alami. 


Ze To get into the markets presented by the 

local and oil company markets in Bahrain, Qatar 

and the Trucial States Musa al Alami would have 

to compete principally with the Lebanon, He 
could contact the Bahrain Petroleum Company, the 
Qatar Petroleum Company, the Shell Company of 
Qatar, Abu Dhabi Marine Areas Limited and Petroleum 
Development (Trucial Coast) Limited. 


Be At the same time it should be remembered that 
H.M.G. are financing agricultural development in 
the Trucial States and in Muscat and Oman and that 
increasing competition will come from these areas, 
which should become a natural supply centre for 
the Southern Gulf territories, 


Le We are sending a copy of this letter to 
Development Division in Beirut and to the Political 
Agencies in Kuwait and qatar. 


Yours ever, 


RESIDENCY We. 


Levant Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, s.W.1. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


V a 
ries LIVE PBS 


PON SUBJECT: 
Mr.Henniker-Major 
AMMAN £6 Mr. Beith Employment of Refugees on Forestry Works 


CONFIDENTIAL Farther details of this idea - relates it to our 
development aid plans. 


2221 
Dated February 3 


eceived Bebruary 8 


References 


/2e 
VTusya4 (460), 


From. he eat ‘ik Sowmds: aa if Ou Arey 


frat 

mow nit be neared aft ak 5 dur Uw 
) 

Wwe Can ngw Hur Aw Min he ale char, Theie 


( 


(Printing Instructions) 


ark ef, £25,000 which am 
\ 


(Outward Action) 
rd Reormnen ted ir qnestry i wher our Swelomnowt 
‘ J 


, (] { 


ho Aur Aan 


(orn Sent) be Lamnakd [w the refugee projec } 
] 


he abrealy ont a (fen raf 


4 
Qhent ihe leon acpecng in frmcle to Sppendilare 
) y N \ oe ( 
fe Some Claniticotion . 


or geresiin Sulrye & 


(Action i / ini 
completed) (Main Indexed) Dink ! win. 
\ 


Gc pepe nie Meine does ane: Ai 
wx \w ( oy 
VTusifu os 


V 


J9 56467—1 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS PAGE 


Number of copies 
of enclosures 


AS Ue. conttnit Bovk de us ite I890[elor_ 
a a mong 


Quinto aadbhn 


British Embassy, 
AMMAN. 


Vein February 3, 1961. 


ie, dees ae 
I hope I can persuade you to look with more favour at the idea 
of employing refugees on forestry work than appears in your letter 
of January 18 (VE 1821/2). I think that the way in which we 
presented the idea has perhaps caused you to look at it upside-dow, 
and I will therefore attempt to stand it on its feet and relate it 
+o our ow development aid plans. vast (2 


aN The case for putting some of next year's deve lopment |loan into 
forestry is set out in paragraph 7 of my letter No. 1112/31 of 
November 11. We can be confident that the moneyywill be well spent 
because forestry in Jordantappens to be under efficient direction, 
If you agree, as we hope you will, there will as a result be "x" 
acres of reforested land. This will be something both admirable 
and concrete to show for the expenditure involved. It will be an 
investment and a capital work: it will provide saleable timber and 
will help in soil conservation. 


De It happens that, for obvious reasons, a large part of the cost 
of forestry work goes to labour: about O% if the land is to be 
fenced, and 60% if it is unfenced. Unless we attached some special 
conditions, we could therefore expect that a proportion of our aid 
would be spent on labour. This would not be a new departure: some 
of the desert road money, and most of the village loan money spent 
on terracing, has gone to labour costs. 


Us If the use of our development loan leads to the employment 
of refugee labour, this is surely the last thing to which we can 
object. In any case, it is the business of the Jordan Government 
to decide what labour they employ. If the cost of some of this 
labour to the Jordan Government is reduced because the American 
Government provide some basic rations and possibly money to pay 
wages, what will be our objections? The result will be that 

"x + y" acres of land are reforested and that more of our money 
goes to non-labour costs, 


5- The only remaining ground for objecting seems to be that we 
might incur the-risk of being accused of engaging in a subtle plot 
to resettle the refugees. In fact the only eyidence for this 
would be that we had lent money to the Fordan-Government for 
reforestation, and that refugees had found employment as a result. 
I entered a specific caveat with Mr. Mills about earmarking funds 
for a refugee employment scheme. But in any case, I understand 
that whilst the Jordan Government have always been careful to avoid 
talking about resettling refugees, they have never in practice 

put obstacles in the way of any scheme which provided for resettle- 
ment. The terracing work in the frontier village areas was 
precisely that; and we recently reported to you that the Jordan 
Foreign Minister had said in New York last November that UNRWA 
should do more about finding employment for refugees. If UNRWA 
were to take some part in the scheme as you suggest, then that 
might indeed make the scheme politically vulnerable. I have not 
had a chance to talk to Dr. Davis or Lucas about it, but I have 

no doubt at all that it fits in with Dr. Davis’ whole philosophy 
about resettlement, viz. never talk about it, but provide 
employment whenever and wherever you can. 


VAG. 
J.G.5. Beith, Hsq., C.M.G., 


Levant Department, 
Foreign Office. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


6. Lastly, I think your suggestion that this is a purely 

American interest is very debateable. It is true that the pressure 
to show that something is being done to liquidate the refugee 
problem comes from Congress, but surely Congress, State Department, 
Her Majesty's Government, UNRWA and the Jordan Government have a 
common interest in promoting anything which results in refugees 
being resettled. Our onlyconcern is about pressing the Jordan 
Government, against its will, to do something politically dangerous. 
If the Jordan Government judges that the risk is small enough to be 
discounted, can we not accept a risk which is obviously even smaller? 


Te I am copying this letter to Crosthwaite in Beirut, Weir in 
Washington, Beeley in New York, Gash in Jerusalem and Porter in 
Development Division, Beirut. 


P.8. I mentioned to Mills that you were not very happy 
about using our money for this scheme. He said that 
he had heard from Lewis Jones that there had not been 
much progress in Washington where some difficulties 
seem to have been encountered. He added that he 
thought that he had done his bit and could sit back and 
see whether Washington could resolve their problems. 
It may well be that the project will not come to 
fruition, or if it does, it may be started at a tim 
when the Americans have enough money in the kitty to 
pay for it themselves. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
; : Cwh 

By ss British Embassy, 
(1822/6/61) Me 5 v mn BEIRUT. 


@ February 10, 1961. 
EB 196) 


wy daar CRW, | Veiga 13th). 


I have read with interest the correspon- 
dence about a scheme for employing refugees in 
Jordan on forestry work, ending with your letter 
VE 1821/2 of January 18 to John Henniker-Major 
and his reply 2221 of February 3. In addition 
to the advantages of re-afforestation in Jordan 

{ er_se, I agree with the view that a scheme of 

yel$2('2 ‘this kina would be consistent with the U.N.R.W.A. 

philosophy of unobtrusively finding work for 
refugees where possible. If therefore the 
project does come to a point where it needs our 
help to go forward, I hope that we shall not be 
put off for fear of being suspected of a 
resettlement plot. 


2. Copies of this letter are being sent to 
Amman, Washington, the United Kingdom Mission to 
the United Nations, New York, Jerusalem and 
Development Division. 


or 


he CA 


(P.M. Crosthwaite) 


J.G.-S. Beith, Esq., C.M.G., 
Levant Department, Ves Nane cepaen eves 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
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PERSONAL 8th February, 1961. 


Harry Howard Esq, 

The Embassy of the United States of America, 
BEIRUT, 

THE LEBANON. 


Musa Alami is here in London with a tale of woe that 
Aramco has stopped their contracts for farm produce from his farm. 
He is very vague about the reasons. Was it because the quality 
had deteriorated? Also, he says that the contracts amounted to 
about £50,000 Sterling a year. Do you know if they were as much 
as this? I wonder if you would ask Aramoo. They had at one time 
in Beirut a purchasing officer with a name like Ricca. 


Musa says that he must have £200,000 for him to carry one 
This is a lot of money to collect here even for a scheme as 
deserving as Musa's. 


He has, however, succeeded in enlisting the help of some 
| enthusiasts who talk of launching an appeal. I, most unwilling, 
| have agreed to serve on one of their Committees. 


If you can get me any facts, especially financial ones, 
| about the situation, I will be most grateful. Musa, with all his 
| charm and sterling worth, is very airy-fairy when it comes to finance. 


How are you? From this land of continual rain, I look back 
to Beirut with much nostalgia. I have taken on the job of Director 
General of the Middle East Association, which is a non-governmental 
body formed for the entertainment of Middle East commercial and 
industrial personalities when they visit here. It has been wanted 
for a long times Come and see me in my gilded halls when you are 
on your way to the States. 


My kindest regards to your wife, 


(W.F. Crawford) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Zo Usenk minent: 


During the 1960 Session of the General 
Assembly the Arab Delegations drafted a 
resolution on the Director's Report, which 
contained two new proposals. The first was 
to appoint the Director of UNRWA as an 
administrator of the refugee properties 
"to take care of the said properties and to 
deliver the revenues thereof to the respective 
owners." The second, to expand the Palestine 
Conciliation Commission from three to nine 
members by the appointment of six new countries 
to the Commission. 

2. Western Delegations have so far opposed 
both these innovations while putting forward 
an alternative Draft Resolution, and the 

U.K. Delegation should continue to resist them. 
The appointment of the Director of UNRWA or 

of anyone else as custodian of the refugee 


properties would only serve as a propaganda 


| victory for the Arabs, and would further 
Male 


exacerbate EReRereD Lens Furthermore, it is 
hard to see what useful function a custodian 
would have, since the P.C.C. has already to 
some extent undertaken this réle by the 
pote | of the Arab properties which it is at 
present completing. The second proposal, the 
expansion of the P.C.C., may be taken as a 
move to weight the Commission with members in 


favour of the Arab case, and would destroy what 


CONFIDENTIAL /few 


CONFIDENTIAL 


few chances the Commission might still have 
of reaching a solution acceptable to both 
sides. The Israelis have both publicly and 
privately manifested their opposition to tager 
these innovations. 

3. The Delegation should continue to work 
with the Americans in trying to have their 
Draft Resolution adopted by the Committee. 

A very acceptable alternative would be to agree! 
with the Arabs to have no resolution at all 
at this Session or the next, as a Resolution 
on UNRWA is not strictly necessary until 


1962, when its activities are to be specifically 


7 


reviewed. 


gy 
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CONFIDENTIAL On 


(1825/7/61) ; British Embassy, 
BEIRUT. 


February 1)RE@6ivED IN 
. APCHIVES 


15FEBI961 | 


Yevsailit 


Your letter of January 24 about the Musa Alami farm. 


I could not see Dr. Davis till this morning, when I 
told him the whole story, which was new to him. I explained 
what you were doing to see if new outlets could be opened up 
in Aden and with the Kuwait Oil Company and the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. Davis was most distressed, and at once 
undertook to do everything he could to help. As it happens, 
he was due to lunch today with the United States Ambassador 
at Amman, who is in Beirut with his wife, and he would talk 
to him about it. His first reaction was that Aramco should 
not be allowed to get away with such a body blow to such a val- 
uable institution, and that pressure should be brought to bear 
on them to reverse their decision, perhaps through the State 
Department. Of course he knows the head of Tapline here. 


2. Unfortunately it was, he said, out of the question for 
U.N.R.W.A. itself to buy such high-grade produce - he 

reminded me that it can only spend (I think) $17 a head on the 
refugees each year. Nor was he at all keen on the idea of 
spending World Refugee Year money on keeping the farm going 
while its produce went to waste (from paragraph 3 of Roger 
Stevens' letter of January 10 to Richmond I gather that there 
is in any case no immediate need of further cash). The thing 
was to find outlets. U.N.R.W.A. had helped the farm to enter 
the Lebanese market, but of course there was strong competition 
here from local farmers, and there was probably a limit to 
what could be sold here. In any case he would address himself 
to the problem at once, and would keep in touch with me. 


3. It is rather disconcerting to discover that the 
U.N.R.W.A. people in Jordan had not reported on the matter to 
H.Q., but I think that we can count on Davis, now that he 
knows about it, to go into action. I made it clear, incident— 
ally, that it was no part of my business to criticize Aramco, 
though I wished him luck with them; the point was that we all 
took a lively and sympathetic interest in the good work the 
farm was doing. 


he -I am sending a copy of this letter to John Henniker- 


Major. 
was Wir 
Kon uithaths 


(P.M. Crosthwaite) 


J.G.S. Beith, Esq., C.M.G., 
Levant Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
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CONFIDENTIAL February 9, 1964.5 FEB 1961 


Pew Pease NE tsau/1 ve 


Will you please refer to my letter No, 2221 of January 19 
about the revision of refugee rolls in Jordan, \vei821|S 


2. When I saw Lucas yesterday, he had no progress to report 
on the main issue and was feeling rather frustrated. A meeting 
between him and the special ministerial committee referred to 

in my previous letter was arranged for February lst, but then 
postponed because one of its members, the Foreign Minister, had 
to go to Baghdad for the Arab Foreign Ministers’ meeting. Lucas 
now hopes that it will take place on the 13th, 


3. In the meantime there is trouble over a separate but closely 
related issue. As part of their building programme, UNRWA have 
constructed some small houses to rehouse some of the refugees 

in the Dheishe Camp at Bethlehem. In accordance with the 

procedure on which they are now insisting (see para. 4(d) (ii) 

of my letter of January 19, UNRWA said they were ready to receive 
applications and study the needs of personswwshing to be rehoused 
in these huts. This has stirred up a hornets’ nest. Lucas says in 
the past a racketeering element amongst the refugees has taken 
delivery of the huts and then sold them, and that he is 

determined to stop this racket. But refugee "leaders" have 
protested that this is a political issue. The only evidence for 
which UNRWA should ask is a ration card: the investigation of needs 
necessarily means trying to cut down UNRWA's rolls at the behest 
of the Israelis. A Jerusalem newspaper, Al Manar, was to have 
published an article stating the refugees' case yesterday, but was 
persuaded to desist. The District Commissioner for Bethlehem has 
taken the side of the refugees, and yesterday the Under-Secretary 
in the Ministry of Agriculture and Development has suggested that 
in the interests of a quiet life UNRWA should give in. Lucas has 
replied that he is prepared to suspend the whole hut building 
programme in Jordan, for which 400,000 dollars have been allocated 
this year, rather than give in, He says that it is characteristic 
that this row should have boiled up in Bethlehem; Bethlehem and 
Hebron being the areas where the refugee situation can least bear 
investigation, 


4. I am copying this letter to Weir in Washington, Beeley 
in New York, Edden in Beirut and Walsh in Jerusalem 
GouA the 
bees ay, 
fer (|W. Morris ) 


P.WeV. O'Regan, Esqe, MG, 
The Foreign Office, 


LONDON, S.W. 1. 
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16 FEB 1961 


Kuwait. 


Deon Pron, | Veisar ig S 


Thank you for your letter VE 1821/6 of January 31 
about Musa Alami. 


2. I do not think that it matters very much when he comes; 
climatic conditions are good for the next month or two. 
Ramadan begins about February 16 but this should not make 
difficulties for him. We shall be delighted to see him and 
will of course do all we can to help him to make the right 
contacts. 


3. It might be possible for him to obtain very small bulk 
contracts with the Arabian Oil Company (Japan) Limited or 
Aminoil, who both operate in the Neutral Zone but, as Fraser 
has already pointed out, Kuwait Oil Company are using bulk 
contracts less and less and I doubt whether Shell will ever 
go in for them. The future for Musa's produce in Kuwait must 
therefore lie in individual contracts with retail outlets. 
There is an expanding market here for farm produce of all 
kinds, more shops are opening up and competition is keen. 
There is no reason why the Jericho produce should not compete; 
packaging is probably good since Musa has been supplying an 
American company, and the distance from Jericho to Kuwait is 
not greater than from the Lebanon. It seems to us therefore 
that what is really needed is for Musa to appoint an active 
young agent to handle the selling of his produce here in Kuwait. 
The representative referred to in your letter_is a 
particularly live wire and I do not think that he would be 
the right man. The agent would have to be here permanently; 
preferably he should come with Musa and stay indefinitely to 
develope and expand any contacts that Musa himself might have 
been able to make, 


he I am sending this letter by air mail and I hope it will 
be in time for you to pass on its contents to Musa and I am 
sending a copy to John Henniker-Major in case it arrives in 
London too late. 


J.G.S.Beith, Esq., C.M.G., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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16 FEB 1961 What he really needs is a "Chief 
ei of Staff." Amman have written to Dev. 


E Div. asking Whether an ex 

E\SLII | trader and accountant co 

— Jericho farm at the e» se of the Ad 
Adviser's Fund (though we could hardly 


tell Musa Alami so}er) . 


2e Since you last saw M.A. we nave 
wiitten to Sir Charles Johnston about 
the prospects in Aden. 


Bahrain have s ested the names 

ocal oil companies whom A.'s 

esentatives could contact (VE 1821/12) 
that M.A. eople a 
in Qatar last ye ,» and 
turn to follow 

contacts 


think you have ¢ ady given M.A. 
of . br tuit 
Journal as bu ess ntact 


sked Beirut to enquire 
ther UNRWA might be able to 
he produce. 


The position in Kuwait is 

ained in Mr. Richmond's latest 

er, attached. 
Gs We have only a hazy idea why Aramco 
cancelled their order. It might be 
worth asking M.A. more about this. 
I expect you will also think of asking 
about his date of departure from London 
and movements thereafter. 


Gm 


(P.H. Moberly) 
‘ebruary 10, 1961. 


v ae 
28 vase omranmes | YE / 82 | Ro 


ROM lir.Fraser 

uwait Oil Company & 
S7y R.SGoewnr 

UNCLASSIFIED 


_ Coumunication from Kuwait - contracbor in Jordan, ABELA 
vill buy vegetables from Mr.Alami for supply to Kuwait. 


0. 
Dated February 13 


eceived February 20 


References 
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(Printing Instructions) 


(Outward Action) 


Dft)Mr.Richmond Kuwai 
fron Mr.Beith February 16 


Nauta 
be. chs NS (Hee 


(Action 
completed) 


£Ei Salli & 
J9 56467—1 


a “BURGAN HOUSE 
Qiessex =¢ 105 WIGMORE STREET 


HUNTER 661! LONDON, W. 1 


29 FEB 1961 13th February, 1961. 


VE (sa [ag 


~ yasrillo 
Further to my letter of the 16th January regarding 
Mr. Alami and his organisation, I have now heard from Kuwait 
that we have managed to do a little bit to help. The letter 
from Jordan, the Assistant Managing Director there, says:- 


Dear Sir Roger, 


"I think you will be interested to know that we 
have been able to make some headway on this subject by 
enlisting the assistance of our contractor, Abela. 
Abela operates an office in Jordan and he is buying 
vegetables from Mr. Alami which will be included in his 
supplies to us and others in Kuwait. So the matter has 
been satisfactorily dealt with without us becoming involved 
or our contract with Abela being altered." 


We seem to have lost touch with Mr. Alami himself and 
I wonder if you could get the message passed on to him. 


Yours sincerely, 


TEs 3 
Leet 


Sir Roger Stevens, K.C.M.G., 
Foreign Office, 

Whitehall, 

S.W.1. 
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51-2125 V.P.Co. 


Registry 
No. 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidentiz 
Restricted. 
Open. 


‘NISYVW SIHL NI N3LLIYA 3a OL ONIHLON 


J.C.B. 


CONFIDE 


February 16, 1961. 


You may like to know, in connexion with previous 
correspondence about the difficulties of Musa Alami's 
ferm project, that Roger Stevens has (in his absence) 
received the enclosed letter from Fraser of the Kuwait 
Oil Company. 


2. I passed this news on to Musa Alami. He told me that 
he had been much touched by the kind reception which 

Fraser had given him but that, as soon as the latter talked 
about arranging things through his local agent, he had seen 
that nothing would come of it. Musa Alami told me forcibly 
that he expected no help from Abela, who was the enemy and 
competitor of his Jericho vegetables and would 

certainly not help, whatever he might tell his bosses in 
London. He would only believe in these purchases by Abela 
if he could be shown receipted bills. I told Musa Alami 
that I was sorry to hear that he took such a jaundiced 

view of Abela's promises. If he were right, then the 
matter ought certainly to be brought to the attention of 
Praser. No doubt “usa Alami could look into this himself 
when he went to Kuwait. 


3. I thought I would let you know of this so that you can 
keep an eye on it, if you get a chance. Musa Alami says 
that he will be writing to you direct about ‘his date for 
travelling to Kuwait. He seems to think it might be helpful 
if he waited till the Ruler had returned, because the Ruler 
might be better to deal with than the scting Ruler. 

I told him that wheYiThe really needed was a good sales 
manager or agent who could act for him everywhere. 


(J.G,S. Beith) 


Richmond, Esq., G.M.G., 
Kuwait. 
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Draft. 


Letter to: 


Sir R. Stevens 


5 EC, no aol 
z Es sq HE 
heey 


Soe pets 


Thank you for your letter about 
Musa Alami dated February 13, which I 
have just seen. I was away in Africa 


when it arrived. 
2. We passed on your message to 
w he 
Alami last week was grateful, te 
ed fone J ents 


7 ai he kao ahs ya beer a vw. 


Sage rag ie Male prsue 


said how touched he had been by the kind 
reception which you gave him earlier. 

3- He is still planning to go out to 
Kuwait for a personal reconnaissance. 

No date is yet fixed but he hopes to 


see the Ruler while he is there. 


©6 


Pebruary 22, 1961. 


(VE 1821/20) 


Thank you for your letter about Muse Alami dated 
February 13, which I have just seen. I was away in Africa 
when it arrived, 

2. We passed on your message to Alami last week, for 
which he was grateful. He expressed some doubts as to the 
extent of the help which Abela would give, since he had 
sivays been a rival of the Jericho bard produce, He also 
gaid how touched he hed been by the kind reception which 
you gave him earlier, 

3. He is still planning to go out to Kuwait for a 
personal reconnaissance, Wo date is yet fixed but he 
hopes to see the Ruler while he ia there, 


ROGER STEVENS 


The Hon William Fraser, O.BeBey TeDe» 
Kuwait 011 Company, 
Burgen House, 
105 Wigmore Street, Wel. 


LEVANT DEPARTMENT 


SUBJECT : 
FROM 1},0,Minute 


Arab Refugee Question in the Resumed Session ofthe 
Mr.R.S.Crawford United Nations General assembl. 


CONFIDENTIAL Talk with the Israel ambassador on February 15 - 
points which Arabs are likely to press. 


No. 
Dated February 15 


Received February 21 


References 
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eae | (Main Indexed) 
ao 


weber 


362 57107 


CONFIDENTIAL 21 FEB 1961 


VEtgar {ar 
Arab Refugee Question in the Resumed-Session 


of the United Nations General Assembly 


When the Israeli Ambassador called on me on February 15, 
he said that the Arab countries were expected to press 3 points 
at the Assembly session in March:- 


(a) increase of membership of PCC; 
(b) grant to PCC of executive powers; 


(c) appointment of United Nations custodian for 
Arab properties in Israel. 


His Government considered these purely tactical manoeuvres 

in order to maintain tension, and as the kind of proposals 
which if pursued would only lead to frustration and bitterness, 
because no concrete benefits could come from them. He said 
that the Arab refugee question had been adequately debated 
before Christmas and would have to be debated again in the 
1961 Assembly. There was no point in another debate now 

and his authorities hoped that it could be prevented, They 
understood that the State Department were in general sympathy 
with the Israeli view but he rather implied that they were 
not disposed to take any positive action to discourage the 
Arabs from pressing their points, because he suggested that 
we might try to ginger them into action. 


ae I said that I did not know if we had yet considered 
tactics on this question for the resumed Assembly. I would 
simply say that we were not at present aware of any useful 
constructive step that could be taken at the moment and that 
we were not in favour of purely propaganda moves which could 
only serve to heighten tension and make constructive progress 
less rather than more likely. I added that we had not heard 
if the new U.S. Administration had any fresh thoughts on 

this subject which we knew they were considering, 


3. I should be glad if I could see the text of any 
papers which have been circulated in New York for consideration 
and of our present instructions on the subject. 


* LEC 


(R.S. Crawford) 
February 15, 1961 
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BRITI 
BEIRUT 


February 18th, 1961 


VE 82 y 


wy dis, ee jan’ 


Would you please refer to my letter 1825/7/61 of 
February 10th about the Musa Alami farm. 


2. Dr. Davis rang me up earlier this week after 
to the U.S. Ambassador in Amman and the Aramco { 


He struck rather a different note. He said he 
\ramco to send someone round to see me to give 

side of the story, and from what he told me of the Jordan 
side of the business he seemed to have got the impressi 
that the Americans there had rather lost patience 

Musa Alami. Mills had apparently told Davis that 

no public credit for their ip to the farm; 

Alami had not taken up the offer of 1e services of an 
accountant etc. Davis thought thet 1 Alami might have 
to cut down on the production side and concentrate on the 
school, even though this would mean more financial help. 

I expressed the hope that the U eA. representative in 
Jordan would get in touch with him when he got back from 
England, and that he (Davis) would continue to take a 
personal interest in seeing what could be done. I pointed 
out that nothing in this part of the world was perfect, and 
that here at least we had an organisation which gave work 
and set an example. I shall keep on at him on this. 


Be Now a representative from Aramco has called on me, 

an ex=-Palestinian called Ombarji I started -off the 
conversation, as I had told Davis that I would, by 
explaining that I had not suggested that Aramco should be 
asked to reverse their decision; what you hi told me 

do was to enlist Davis' help in finding alternative we 
kéeping the farm going, He seemed to accept this, but 
wanted me all the same to know the company's side of the 
story. He himself was an old friend of Musa Alami, and both 
he personally and the company had all along been xious to 
help tt farn But when Jordan's land frontiers were clo 
the company had felt obliged to reduce its dependence on this 
one source of supply by entering into a contract with a 
supplier in Eritrea (incidentally, he said, an Englishman). 
Simultaneously the company was having to reduce the number 
of its U.S. staff in Saudi Arabia, and Saudis were 
developing their own market gardening. The amounts the 
company could buy from Musa Alan had therefore been 
shrinking for some time, and towards the end of last year 
they realised that they would have to make a further cut 

of about one-third in 1961. Someone called, I think, Patch 
had come from Saudi Arabia to break this news, with him and 
his U.S. principal here, to Musa Alam It was Musa Alami 


/ who 


CONFIDENTIAL 


who had then decided, on economic g 

be possible to ep t farm going 

The company was still buying eggs from him. 
whether this meant t. 

with other outlets, 


see why not, 
Nake commitments. : vay, he 
within the xt ys on his 


be deli 
into 


business, 


approached 


ow 


FROM Mir.Henniker Musa Al ALMMI 
Major AMMAN to Mr.Beit 
Talk with Mr.MILLS - Americans pay for 100 out of 
CONFIDENTIAL his 160 students - farm needs efficient business managemen 


No, 11212 
Dated February 17 


Received in 
Registry— February 24 


References to former relevant papers 


/9 
aig 
We have recently had a good deal to do with Musa 
43 ’ Alami who has been visiting London. You may like to 
know the position. 


2, The problem is set out at -/3 in Sir R. Stevens' 
fg A letter of January 10. We racked our brains to think 
of ways in which Musa Alami might be helped, and my 
minute at -/19 lists some of the Suggestions made, 
The latest position, so far as we are concerned, is 
explained in Mr. Beith's letter of February 23 within. 


3. I think Musa Alami has now returned to the Middle 
East. In any case there is no more that we can really 
do for him, It is now up to him to go into the various 
suggestions that have been put to him and to make some 
practical use of the fund of goodwill for him that 
exists in British circles. 


Watt 


(P. H. Moberly) 
March 3, 1961 
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CONFIDENTIAL | hare HAE February 17, 1961. 
Vez | 
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VE gai 23 
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In one of your letters about Musa Alami you asked me 
whether the Americans could not do more to help him I have 
discussed this with Shelly Mills and he tells me that the 
Americans do, in fact, pay for 100 out_of his 160 students. I 
gathered that this costs them about J.D.) 75,000 a year. Mills 
does not think that they can do more. = 

>. 
2. I have not had another chance of getting out to 
Musa Alami's place but I hope that Martin Young may have been 
there. The people I saw when I went down with George Brown, 
promised to let me have a statement to pass on to Brown. With 
typical inefficiency nothing has yet been sent to me. 


3e I have taken the matter up with Talhuni again, and 
he told me that he had called in the Saudi Arabian Chargé and 
had asked him to convey a special message to King Saud. He had 
not, when I saw him, had a reply. 


he The general concensus of opinion here seems to be that 
with efficient business management the farm could sell all its 
produce. There are quite a number of people in missions here 
who would be glad to buy from Musa Alami, but his people seem 
to regard this market as too small beer and they do not bother 
to send their produce up. I am also told that the produce 
which they send to Beirut sells like hot cakes, and it seems 
certain that more could be sold if a real effort were made. (a 
2 
5s The more I think of this, the more I thin (LEBH 
suggestion made by Figg to Eyre in his letter (11211) of 
January 3lst is the right solution, namely, that Musa Alami* 
ought to get someone to look into and help with the economics 
of his operation. I do not know whether it is possible for us 
to help in this way. I gather that he was offered some help 
about a year ago, but for reasons which he would not explain, 
turned it down. If he is still in London, it might be worth 
discussing with him whether he would not like us to help him 
to enlist a good second-in-command, 


6. I am sending a copy of this letter to the Development 
Division in Beirut. 


J.G.S. Beith, Esq., CoMeG, 
Levant Department, 
The Foreign Office, 


LONDON, S. W. 1. 
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Ve gry \23 CONFIDENTIAL 


sas MERION A 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.We1l. 


February 23, 1961. 


Many thanks for your letter of February 17 (11211) 
about Musa Alami's troubles and what you have done with 
the American Ambassador and the Prime Minister to further 
his interests. I ought perhaps to reply to you before 
I give up my Jordan interests. Incidentally, I appreciated. 
your friendly words about the help which the Department and 
I had been able to aev Gt on Vee owe 


2. I agree with everything you say about the difficulty 

of helping Musa Alami. I have the impression that we in this 
Department have been pretty importunate on his behalf and 
that we always ¢ome up, in the end, against the fact that 
Musa Alami's methods are highly individual and his powers 

of organisation non-existent. He is a most distinguished, 
courageous and likeable old boy but I began to suspect that 
he cannot delegate and that his great qualities are 

simply incompatible with organising efficiency. 


36 We saw quite a bit of him in London and made him 

go to Dan Davis, who I think cheered him up a bit about 
his physical condition. Before that he had been shuttling 
backwards and forwards, without benefit of a GP. 

or physician, between a brutal heart specialist and a 
surgeon, without anybody being able to tell him whether 

he could or should have an operation on his gall bladder. 
I gather that Dan Davis told him that an operation was 

not immediately necessary and that he ought to have 
further tests. 


4. As you may know, Teddy Hodgkin of The Times has 
undertaken to organise an appeal in this country on behalf 
of the Musa Alami project. People like Bill Crawford 

and Geoffrey Furlonge are on the committee and Hodgkin's 
idea at present is to form 4 group of “Friends of the 
Musa Alami project" who might be willing to covenant some 
financial support. I have emphasised both to Hodgkin ,and 
over and over again to Musa Alami himself, the vital 
importance of the latter's hiring a good ‘business 

manager for his project. If you or Martin Young can 
press this idea, so much the better. 


(3.6.8. Beith) 


The Hon, 
J.P.E.C. Henniker-Major, CMG, CVO, MC, 
Amman. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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Ped arold Beeley has now ier me @ letter, of which I 
attach a copy, from Edward ee You will see that this contains 
a suggestion that you might y in a word to the King about 
Musa Alemi‘'s forthcoming visit to the Shaikhdoms, I 

not know what you will think about this idea and 

doubtful about it myself, Harold Beeley thinks that 

Alami has always been on good terms with the King, 

though not necesssrily with successive Jordanian Sovernments. 
I personally think that all you can do is to make sympathetic 
noises should the matter crop upe Musa Alami deserves 

well as a Jordanian and it might not do him much good to 

be seen as a complete protégé of ours. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


I om sending a copy of this postscript only, with 
its enclosure, to Middleton at Bahrain and to John Richmond at 
Kuwsit. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


